



Spectacular finish to 11th South Asian Games 10.2.10

The 11th South Asian Games, a sporting festival of eight nations in 23 disciplines over 12 days came to a grand end with a splendid closing ceremony at the Bangabandhu National Stadium here on 9.2.10. In front of a near full house, the sacred flame was extinguished and the Games flag and the torch were handed over ceremoniously to the next host India. 


The Indian Olympic Association president, Suresh Kalmadi, accompanied by IOA and Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) secretary general, Randhir Singh, received the flag and the torch from Bangladesh Olympic Association president, General Abdul Mubeen.


Like the opening ceremony, the aquatic, laser and fire works stole the thunder. The fire works lit up the mild winter night sky for about 30 minutes in a magnificent pattern eliciting repeated applause from the gathering. 


Expectedly, India topped the medal's tally with Pakistan and Bangladesh occupying the distant second and third places.


India dominated the Games, by raking in 175 medals, including 90 gold and 55 silver. Pakistan was a distant second with a total tally of 80 medals.


Madhurika Patkar became the third Indian athlete to win four gold medals outside shooting in these Games. Madhurika won the fourth gold by taking the women's singles title of the table tennis event beating K. Shamini 4-2. Down two games 7-11, 8-11, Madhurika, who had won the women's doubles and mixed doubles titles earlier, roared back to take the next four at 12-10, 11-9, 11-9, 11-6. She was also part of the gold-winning women's team.


Anthony Amalraj's efforts to win the final medal of the Games, and his fourth, came a cropper when top-seeded Soumyadeep Roy stopped him at 11-6, 6-11, 8-11, 11-4, 11-5, 11-9 to win his first individual gold medal having lost the men's doubles and mixed doubles finals. It was a clean sweep by the table tennis players who claimed seven gold and five silver medals leaving the bronze for other participating countries.

The final medals tally (read as Country, Gold, Silver, Bronze, Total): India 90, 55, 30, 175; Pakistan 19, 25, 36, 80; Bangladesh 18, 23, 56, 97; Sri Lanka 16, 35, 54, 105; Nepal 8, 9, 19, 36; Afghanistan 7, 9, 16, 32; Bhutan 0, 2, 3, 5; Maldives 0, 0, 2, 2.
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