Second Term for German Chancellor Merkel after sweeping win 
Angela Merkel set to work on September 28, 2009 on a new centre-right coalition after clinching a second term, but warned Germans of a hard road ahead to revive the sickly economy and rescue vanishing jobs. The conservative Chancellor secured another four-year mandate with enough votes to dump an awkward “grand coalition” with the Social Democrats (SPD) for an alliance with the pro-business Free Democrats (FDP). Voters rewarded the 55-year-old leader, dubbed most powerful woman on Earth by Forbes magazine for four years running, for shepherding Europe’s biggest economy through its worst post-war downturn. Merkel’s bloc and the FDP have a comfortable 332 seats in the 622-member Parliament.
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