Samurai, the warrior class of feudal Japan. The samurai, also known as bushi (military gentry), were the elite fighters in the feudal armies of Japan. Their strict code, bushido, stressed loyalty, obedience, and a high sense of duty. As a symbol of their rank they wore two swords. The samurai class emerged in the eighth century. For many centuries samurai generally fought on horseback, but by the 19th century they had adopted infantry tactics and fought on foot.

Samurai military power was broken in 1868, when supporters of Emperor Mutsuhito overthrew the shogun and ended feudalism. The samurai class was abolished during 1873–76.
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Assassins, in the original sense, members of a Muslim secret order of fanatics. The name, from the Arabic hashshashin , "hashish eaters," refers to the supposed practice of using the drug hashish to excite a religious fervor in members chosen to kill persons marked for death by the order's leaders.

The order was founded in Persia about 1090 by Hasan ibn al-Sabbah, called "The Old Man of the Mountains" by the Crusaders. It spread into Lebanon and Syria, and terrorized the Middle East for almost 200 years. At times, rival political factions used members of the order as paid murderers. In 1256 the Mongol invaders destroyed the order in Persia; the Syrian branch was stamped out in 1273.
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Black Hole of Calcutta, a military jail. During the struggle between Great Britain and France for control of India in 1756, Siraj-ud-Daula, the Muslim nabob (deputy ruler) of Bengal, attacked the British and captured Fort William at Calcutta (now Kolkata). On the evening of June 20, he placed the British prisoners in the fort's jail, a room measuring about 18 by 14 feet (5.5 by 4.25 m). The heat was intense, and the room had only two small windows. According to the account of a survivor, 146 men were placed in the "Black Hole" and only 23 lived through the night. Some historians think that the number of prisoners involved is exaggerated.
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