Ruchika Case – to be reopened fresh against former Haryana DGP

Fourteen-year-old Ruchika, a tennis player, was allegedly molested by Mr. Rathore, former DGP of Haryana in August 1990, when he was Inspector- General of Police and the then President of the Haryana Lawn Tennis Association. Ruchika, a resident of Panchkula, had committed suicide three years later in December 1993 by consuming poison. Her family alleges that she was forced to take the extreme step as authorities harassed her family for pursuing the case against the police officer.

A First Information Report (FIR) was lodged in a Panchkula police station, a town in the suburbs of Chandigarh in Haryana territory under section 354 and 509 of the Indian Penal Code.
The case was registered after a fortnight of the Supreme Court's order upholding the Punjab and Haryana High Court directions to the State police to register a case against Mr. Rathore for molestation which would be probed by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 

On the basis of the report prepared by then DGP, Mr. R. R. Singh in which a prima facie case was established against Mr. Rathore, the case was pursued by Mrs. Madhu Parkash and her husband Anand Parkash whose daughter was a friend of Ruchika. Attempts were made to sideline Mr. Singh's report and Mr. Rathore allegedly managed to circumvent the administrative inquiry ordered against him. 

In 1997 Mrs. Madhu Parkash managed to get hold of the report and moved the Punjab and Haryana High Court which ordered that an FIR should be filed against Mr. Rathore and the case should be investigated by the CBI. 

Mr. Rathore went to the Supreme Court against the High Court's order and questioned the locus standi of Mrs. Madhu Parkash in the case. However the Supreme Court, on December 14, upheld the High Court's order. 

Meanwhile, several non-government organisations and some women rights activists have taken exception to the appointment of Mr. Rathore as an ex-officio member of the new nine-member Haryana State Women Commission. 

The former Haryana DGP S P S Rathore was on 21.12.2009 convicted of molesting 14-year-old Ruchika, a budding tennis player, in 1990. The family of the girl, who committed suicide three years later, says that they were harassed by authorities for pursuing the case against Rathore and Ruchika's brother was arrested in a string of false cases.

The Centre has started the process to withdraw the police medal given to convicted former Haryana Director General of Police S P S Rathore, as a result of the conviction of Mr. S P S Rathore, Union Home Secretary G K Pillai said. "As far as other issues are concerned - reduction of pension and (his) conduct unbecoming of a police officer - show-cause notice has been initiated," Pillai said. The 1965-batch IPS officer, who retired in 2002, was awarded the Police Medal for Meritorious service on August 15, 1985.
The Haryana government looks set to revive the abetment to suicide charge under section 306 IPC against ex-DGP S P S Rathore in the Ruchika Girhotra case, while also seeking a stiffer sentence for the molestation complaint than the six months awarded by a trial court. Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda said the case against Rathore, who allegedly unleashed a campaign of intimidation against the Girhotra family leading to Ruchika's suicide, needed to be looked at afresh. "After examining the case legally, I think it should be revisited. The whole issue needs to be revisited," he said.
The CM's comments indicate that Rathore may yet have to face trial for charges that were dismissed by the high court previously. Over the past week, there have been several reports about how the case was manipulated with witnesses threatened and false statements and records created. Reports suggest police acted to suppress evidence against Rathore.
The abetment to suicide charge attracts a much tougher sentence in comparison to molestation and was clearly seen to have been a cause of concern for Rathore going by reports that statements recorded by the police had been fabricated. A fresh investigation with police now acting under instructions to make out a correct case can help establish the Girhotra family's charge that they were ruthlessly hounded by the molester cop.
The rising public outcry and media attention has resulted in CBI also taking a second look at the case against Rathore. The agency is already preparing to challenge the six-month sentence handed out to the former cop. With the cooperation of the Haryana police, it could well build a serious case against Rathore, particularly if destruction and manipulation of evidence is established.
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