



Prominent Personalities - 1

Nikolay Konstantinovich Mikhaylovsky

Russian literary critic Mikhaylovsky also spelled Mikhailovskii
Russian literary critic and publicist whose views provided much of the theoretical basis for the Populist (Narodnik) movement.

Born into a noble family and trained as a mining engineer, Mikhaylovsky began writing for the press in 1860. From 1868 to 1884 he was associated with the widely read St. Petersburg literary journal Otechestvennye Zapiski (“Native Notes”). Building upon the critical traditions established by N.G. Chernyshevsky and N.A. Dobrolyubov, he viewed the writer as the moral judge of society and viewed literature as an expression of conscience, in which the writer analyzed reality from the standpoint of a particular subjective ideal. His most celebrated pieces were “The Left and Right Hand of Count Leo Tolstoy” (1873), which accurately predicted Tolstoy’s later social doctrines, and “A Cruel Talent” (1882), a criticism of Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s The Possessed.

Although he took no personal part in revolutionary or illegal activities, his provocative pieces and well-known sympathies were highly influential. Opposed to the social implications of evolutionary theory, Mikhaylovsky held that history followed no predetermined pattern; his faith in individualism and rationalism gave a liberal cast to the Populist (Narodnik) ideology of his followers. Mikhaylovsky championed the obligations of the nobility toward the people; he also set himself at variance with Marxism in his call for the Russian intelligentsia to draw upon the strength, values, and institutions of the peasantry in the struggle for progress and social change.

Mikhaylovsky was temporarily banished from St. Petersburg (1882 and 1891) for his ties to revolutionary organizations, but in 1892 he became the editor of the liberal populist journal Russkoye bogatstvo (“Russian Wealth”), a post he held until his death.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/381990/Nikolay-Konstantinovich-Mikhaylovsky?source=widget&id=2
*****

Friedrich Rudolf, Freiherr von Canitz

German poet 

Born Nov. 27, 1654, Berlin, Brandenburg [Germany] died Aug. 11, 1699, Berlin 

One of a group of German court poets who prepared the way for the new ideas of the Enlightenment.

Canitz studied at Leyden and Leipzig and traveled in Italy, France, and England before accepting administrative appointments at the court of Frederick William of Brandenburg (the Great Elector). Canitz was made a privy councillor by Brandenburg elector Frederick III in 1697, and the Holy Roman emperor Leopold I created him a baron.

Though his satires (Nebenstunden unterschiedener Gedichte, published posthumously in 1700) are dry and stilted imitations of French and Latin models, they were widely admired and helped to introduce Classical standards of taste and style into German literature.

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/92622/Friedrich-Rudolf-Freiherr-von-Canitz?source=widget&id=2
Henri-François d’ Aguesseau

Born Nov. 27, 1668, Limoges, Fr. died Feb. 5, 1751, Paris 

Jurist who, as chancellor of France during most of the period from 1717 to 1750, made important reforms in his country’s legal system.

The son of Henri d’Aguesseau, intendant (royal agent) of Languedoc, he was advocate general to the Parlement (high court of justice) of Paris from 1690 until 1700. As attorney general in that Parlement from 1700 to 1717, he opposed papal intervention in the affairs of the French Roman Catholic Church and resisted (though unsuccessfully) the promulgation in France of the bull Unigenitus (1713), which condemned the Jansenist faction in the church.

Philippe II, duc d’Orléans, regent for young King Louis XV (ruled 1715–74), made him chancellor and keeper of the seals in 1717, but Aguesseau’s opposition to the government’s financial policies caused the Duc to exile him to Fresnes in the following year. Recalled in 1720, Aguesseau reversed himself and helped promote acceptance of Unigenitus. Nevertheless, he again forfeited the chancellorship when Cardinal Guillaume Dubois became chief minister in 1722. In 1727 Aguesseau was reinstated as chancellor by the new chief minister, Cardinal André-Hercule de Fleury, who instructed him to continue the codification of French law begun under King Louis XIV (ruled 1643–1715).

Hence between 1731 and 1747 he obtained from Louis XV three important ordinances on donations, testaments, and successions. The Parlements prevented Aguesseau from extending the scope of his work, but he did improve court procedures and achieve greater uniformity in the execution of the laws.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/9885/Henri-Francois-d-Aguesseau?source=widget&id=2
Tokugawa Yoshimune

Shogun of Japan 

Born Nov. 27, 1684, Kii Province, Japan died July 12, 1751, Edo 

Eighth Tokugawa shogun, who is considered one of Japan’s greatest rulers. His far-reaching reforms totally reshaped the central administrative structure and temporarily halted the decline of the shogunate.

Yoshimune was originally the head of Kii, one of the three hereditary Japanese feudal fiefs ruled by descendants of the original Tokugawa ruler not in the main line of succession to the shogunate. A lack of sons in the main branch of the family, however, resulted in Yoshimune’s succession to the position of shogun in 1716. Upon assuming his new office, he tried to institute the program he had used successfully in Kii to alleviate that fief’s monetary problems. He began by reducing the number of hereditary governmental retainers, who were paid fixed governmental stipends. To slow the increase in their numbers, he refused to allow most inheritances past the first generation. He also attempted to set a good example by eliminating court luxuries and returning to the simple and austere life of the Tokugawa founder. At the same time, he tried to improve the quality of the administration and to raise national morale by instituting a vigorous program of education for all his subordinates, designed to improve their literary skill and to imbue them with the old warrior values of discipline and leadership. Finally, he adopted methods designed to combat corruption.

Since the chief source of revenue was the tax on agricultural produce, Yoshimune attempted to increase crop yields by developing new land and popularizing new crops, such as sweet potatoes and sugarcane, that could be grown in soil not used for rice cultivation. In an effort to find other sources of income, he licensed commercial monopolies and attempted to regulate rice prices. But his limitation on trade merely had a depressing effect on the economy. While his reforms did revitalize the government, his reputation as one of the greatest of Japanese reformers has been questioned because his efforts resulted in little more than a temporary respite; following his reign, corruption and inefficiency again became rampant.

There can be no doubt, however, that Yoshimune’s inquiring spirit led to the growth of interest in Western science; he himself had a large globe made, and he also imported a telescope from the Netherlands. He helped develop the first law code of the Tokugawa era (1603–1867). The resulting Kansei Code, not completed until after Yoshimune’s death, laid the basis for a more humane law than had previously been in existence. He retired in 1745 in favour of his son, although he acted as a guardian of shogunal power until his death.
For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/598389/Tokugawa-Yoshimune?source=widget&id=2
Anders Celsius

Swedish astronomer 

Born November 27, 1701, Uppsala, Sweden died April 25, 1744, Uppsala 

Astronomer who invented the Celsius temperature scale (often called the centigrade scale).

Celsius was professor of astronomy at Uppsala University from 1730 to 1744, and in 1740 he built the Uppsala Observatory. In 1733 Celsius published a collection of 316 observations of the aurora borealis, or northern lights, made by himself and others from 1716 to 1732. He advocated the measurement of an arc of a meridian in Lapland and in 1736 took part in an expedition organized for that purpose, which verified Isaac Newton’s theory that the Earth is somewhat flattened at the poles. In 1742 he described his thermometer in a paper read before the Swedish Academy of Sciences. His other works include Dissertatio de Nova Methodo Distantiam Solis a Terra Determinandi (1730; “A Dissertation on a New Method of Determining the Distance of the Sun from the Earth”) and De Observationibus pro Figura Telluris Determinanda in Gallia Habitis, Disquisitio (1738; “Disquisition on Observations Made in France for Determining the Shape of the Earth”).

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/101683/Anders-Celsius?source=widget&id=2
******

James DeLancey

British colonial governor 

Born Nov. 27, 1703, New York City died July 30, 1760, New York City 

Lieutenant governor and chief justice of the British colony of New York.

The eldest son of Stephen DeLancey, a prominent New York merchant-politician, James was sent to Cambridge and later studied law in London. He returned to New York, where he became a member of the Governor’s Council in 1729 and a second judge of the colony’s Supreme Court in 1731; in 1733 the royal governor appointed him chief justice.

While in the council, he strongly defended royal prerogative and was presiding judge at the libel trial of John Peter Zenger. During the administration of Gov. George Clinton (1743–53), DeLancey reversed his earlier political tenets and opposed the programs of the royal governor. When DeLancey used his influence in England to obtain Clinton’s recall in 1753, he was appointed lieutenant governor of the colony until 1755. He served again as lieutenant governor from 1757 to 1760, and despite pressures from England and Gov. Sir Danvers Osborne to expand royal authority, DeLancey worked to maintain the dominant status of the colonial assembly within the New York government.

In 1754 he signed the charter for the establishment of King’s College (later Columbia University). He presided over the intercolonial Albany Congress and in 1755 attended a wartime conference of colonial governors with Gen. Edward Braddock in Alexandria, Va.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/156315/James-DeLancey?source=widget&id=2
******

Robert R. Livingston

United States statesman 

Born Nov. 27, 1746, New York, N.Y. [U.S.] died Feb. 26, 1813, Clermont, N.Y. 

Early American leader who served as a delegate to the Continental Congress, first secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs (1781–83), and minister to France (1801–04).

Born into a wealthy and influential New York family, Livingston was admitted to the bar in 1770. Devoted to the idea of independence from Britain, he worked on numerous committees of the Continental Congress at Philadelphia (1775–76, 1779–81, 1784–85), especially in the areas of finance and foreign and judicial affairs. He was a member of the committee that drafted the Declaration of Independence, and, after helping to draft New York state’s first constitution (1777), he served as the state’s first chancellor, a judicial office (1777–1801).

With the inauguration of the federal government under the Articles of Confederation (1781), Livingston was appointed secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, in which post he established vital administrative precedents and organized the conduct of foreign affairs on a businesslike basis. He insisted on greater independence for American delegates to the Paris Peace Conference (1782–83) but reprimanded them for negotiating without the full concurrence of France.

On April 30, 1789, under the new Constitution, Chancellor Livingston administered the oath of office in New York City to the nation’s first president, George Washington. During the 1790s he gradually associated himself with the anti-Federalists and in 1801 was appointed by President Thomas Jefferson to represent the United States in France. In that capacity he rendered his most distinguished service by helping effect the Louisiana Purchase (1803)—one of the country’s greatest diplomatic coups.

In retirement Livingston became enthusiastically involved with steam-navigation experiments, and in partnership with the inventor Robert Fulton, he received a steamboat monopoly in New York waters. Their first successful steam vessel, operating on the Hudson River in 1807, was named the Clermont after Livingston’s ancestral home.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/344865/Robert-R-Livingston?source=widget&id=2
Cesare, Count Balbo

Prime minister of Sardinia-Piedmont 

Born November 27, 1789, Turin, Piedmont [Italy] died June 3, 1853, Turin 

Piedmontese political writer, a liberal but cautious constitutionalist who was influential during the Italian Risorgimento and served as the first prime minister of Sardinia-Piedmont under the constitution of March 5, 1848.

Balbo grew up while Piedmont was annexed to France and began his career by entering the Napoleonic bureaucracy, wherein he acquired a wide knowledge of Italy. When the house of Savoy was restored to the kingdom of Sardinia in 1814, Balbo’s service to Napoleon was held against him; although he had little respect for the regime of Victor Emmanuel I and was friendly with liberals in Turin, he disapproved of revolution and remained loyal to the dynasty. Nevertheless, he fell into official disgrace because of his association with some leaders of the revolution in March 1821 and his attempt to persuade the future king Charles Albert to lead the constitutionalist movement. Balbo left Turin for several years and devoted himself to writing.

Balbo’s most famous book, Delle speranze d’Italia (1844; “The Hopes of Italy”), showed the antirevolutionary nature of his patriotism and liberalism. He wrote that the independence of Italy from Austria was desirable, but Austria should be compensated with territory in the Balkans; that the interests of the papacy should be safeguarded; and that a confederation might be the best political organization for Italy. In Lettere di politica e letteratura edite ed inedite (1847), Balbo called for a specifically moderate Italian party.

Encouraged by Charles Albert’s grant of the constitutional statuto in 1848, Balbo accepted the office of prime minister on March 13. Alarmed by the democratic agitation in Italy, he resigned in July 1848, later served as Piedmontese emissary to Pope Pius IX, and refused the premiership in 1852.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/49906/Cesare-Count-Balbo?source=widget&id=2
*****

Henry Wheaton

American jurist 

Born Nov. 27, 1795, Providence, R.I., U.S. died March 11, 1848, Dorchester, Mass. 

American maritime jurist, diplomat, and author of a standard work on international law.

After graduation from Rhode Island College (now Brown University) in 1802, Wheaton practiced law at Providence from 1806 to 1812. He moved to New York City in 1812 to become editor of the National Advocate. Two years later he was appointed a division judge advocate of the U.S. Army. In 1815 he published A Digest of the Law of Maritime Captures and Prizes. He served as a justice of the Marine Court (1815–19) and, in 1816, he was also appointed a reporter of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., where he was distinguished for the learnedness of his annotations. His diplomatic career began in 1827 with an appointment to Denmark, where he served as chargé d’affaires until 1835. He was also chargé d’affaires and then minister to Prussia from 1835 to 1846.

Wheaton’s Elements of International Law (1836) was translated into many languages and became a standard work. Histoire du progrès du droit des gens en Europe (1841) was expanded and translated into English as History of the Law of Nations in Europe and America (1845). His History of the Northmen (1831) aroused European interest in Scandinavian history.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/641618/Henry-Wheaton?source=widget&id=2
*****

Andries Pretorius

Boer South African leaderin full Andries Wilhelmus Jacobus Pretorius 
Born Nov. 27, 1798, near Graaff-Reinet, Cape Colony [now in South Africa] died July 23, 1853, Magaliesberg, Transvaal [now in South Africa] 

Boer leader in the Great Trek from British-dominated Cape Colony, the dominant military and political figure in Natal and later in the Transvaal, and one of the major agents of white conquest in Southern Africa.

After taking part in several frontier wars in the Cape Colony, Pretorius went on an exploratory trek in 1837; he left his farm permanently to settle in Natal the following year. When Dingane’s Zulus, seeking to keep the white invaders out, murdered trek leader Piet Retief and his party and counterattacked against the settlers in Natal, Pretorius raised a commando force of 500 and defeated 10,000 Zulus at the Battle of Blood (Ncome) River (Dec. 16,1838), killing 3,000 with hardly any loss of his own men. Dingane’s brother Mpande then organized a revolt against him and allied with Pretorius. Their combined forces defeated Dingane at the Battle of Maqongqo (near the present town of Magudu) in January 1840, putting Mpande on the Zulu throne.

In 1842 the British occupied Durban, in Natal, and, when Pretorius failed to dislodge them, he resigned as commandant general. After the British annexation of Natal, he remained on friendly terms with the British authorities. But when the Cape governor, Sir Henry Pottinger, ignored his plea to settle Boer grievances, Pretorius decided to lead a trek once more, this time to the remote Transvaal (1847). The territory known as the Orange River Sovereignty (see Orange Free State) was annexed by the British the following year, provoking Pretorius and the Transvaal Boers to verbal and then armed protest. After taking Bloemfontein, Pretorius and his followers were defeated at Boomplaats (August 1848). Pretorius fled to the Transvaal with a price of £2,000 on his head.

As one of the four commandants general of the Transvaal, Pretorius played a leading role in negotiations with the British (who had removed the price on his head). At the time, the British were reluctant to spend money on attempts to administer the Southern African interior, and negotiations resulted in the Sand River Convention on Jan. 17, 1852, by which the independence of the Transvaal (the South African Republic) was recognized. Pretorius also supported the independence of the Boers in the Orange River Sovereignty, which was finally guaranteed by the Bloemfontein Convention in February 1854, seven months after his death.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/475588/Andries-Pretorius?source=widget&id=2
*****

Fanny Kemble

British actressin full Frances Ann Kemble 

Born Nov. 27, 1809, London, Eng. died Jan. 15, 1893, London 

Popular English actress who is also remembered as the author of plays, poems, and reminiscences, the latter containing much information about the stage and social history of the 19th century.

Kemble was the eldest daughter of actors Charles Kemble and Maria Theresa De Camp, and the niece of two of the most distinguished English actors of the later 18th century, John Phili Kemble and his sister Sarah Siddons. In order to save her father from bankruptcy, Fanny Kemble made her debut in his company at Covent Garden in London in October 1829, playing Juliet. Her success was instantaneous, and she was able to recoup the family’s and indeed the theatre’s fortunes, at least for a time. She was an even greater success in 1830 in The Hunchback, which Sheridan Knowles wrote for her. However great her successes, she disliked both acting and the theatrical profession, taking to the stage only when she needed money.

In 1832 she went with her father to the United States and enjoyed immediate success from her debut in Fazio in New York. She subsequently appeared also in The Hunchback and as Juliet to her father’s Romeo. She toured for two years, winning universal acclaim; her appearance in Washington, D.C., enraptured the likes of orator-politician Daniel Webster and Chief Justice John Marshall. In June 1834 she married Pierce Butler, a Philadelphian who was also a Georgia planter, and retired from the stage. She was shocked and disturbed to see at first hand the plantation that was the source of her husband’s wealth, and as she learned more about the institution of slavery she drew away from her husband, from the South, and finally from the United States.

The discovery of Butler’s infidelity led to her return to London in 1846. After a year in Rome she reluctantly returned to the stage, playing for a time opposite William Macready. In 1848 she happily abandoned acting for public readings from Shakespeare, a far more congenial task. In 1849, the year her husband was granted a divorce on grounds of abandonment, she returned to America and established herself in a cottage in Lenox, Massachusetts. (During this period of her newfound freedom she is credited with having been one of the first to wear the costume later famous as “bloomers.”) She continued to give successful readings until 1862, when she returned again to England.

Kemble wrote several plays and published a volume of poems (1844), Notes on Some of Shakespeare’s Plays (1882), and several volumes of reminiscence, including A Year of Consolation (1847), Record of a Girlhood (1878), Records of Later Life (1882), and Further Records, 1848–1883 (1890). Her most lasting work was her Journal of a Residence on a Georgian Plantation (1863), which was adapted from her diary of 1838–39 and issued during the Civil War to influence British opinion against slavery. Kemble returned to England in 1877 and lived in London until her death.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/314598/Fanny-Kemble?source=widget&id=2
*****

Roundell Palmer, 1st earl of Selborne

British jurist 

Born Nov. 27, 1812, Mixbury, Oxfordshire, Eng. died May 4, 1895, near Petersfield, Hampshire 

British lord high chancellor (1872–74, 1880–85) who almost singlehandedly drafted a comprehensive judicial-reform measure, the Supreme Court of Judicature Act of 1873. Under this statute, the complex duality of English court systems—common law and chancery (equity)—was largely abolished in favour of a single hierarchy of courts. All divisions of the new supreme court were empowered to apply equitable as well as common-law remedies, with the principles of equity prevailing in the event of conflict.

A successful equity lawyer and a member of the House of Commons (1847–52, 1853–57, 1861–72), Palmer served as solicitor general (1861–63) and attorney general (1863–65). In April 1868 he voted with a Commons minority against resolutions for disestablishing the Church of Ireland, introduced by William Ewart Gladstone, then chancellor of the Exchequer and leader of the House of Commons. Later that year, Gladstone, the newly appointed prime minister, offered Palmer the lord chancellorship, which he declined. Four years later, however, he accepted the office from Gladstone and was created Baron Selborne. In 1882, when Queen Victoria formally turned over to him the new law court building in London, he received an earldom. He was one of the few ministers to urge the relief of General Charles George (“Chinese”) Gordon’s garrison at Khartoum, the Sudan, besieged (1884–85) by the Mahdist revolutionaries. In 1885 he finally broke with Gladstone over the prime minister’s conversion to the principle of Irish Home Rule.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/533120/Roundell-Palmer-1st-Earl-of-Selborne-Viscount-Wolmer-of-Blackmoor-Baron-Selborne-of-Selborne?source=widget&id=2
*****

Nikolay Konstantinovich Mikhaylovsky

Russian literary critic Mikhaylovsky also spelled Mikhailovskii 
Born Nov. 27 [Nov. 15, Old Style], 1842, Meshchovsk, Russia died Feb. 10 [Jan. 28], 1904, St. Petersburg 

Russian literary critic and publicist whose views provided much of the theoretical basis for the Populist (Narodnik) movement.

Born into a noble family and trained as a mining engineer, Mikhaylovsky began writing for the press in 1860. From 1868 to 1884 he was associated with the widely read St. Petersburg literary journal Otechestvennye Zapiski (“Native Notes”). Building upon the critical traditions established by N.G. Chernyshevsky and N.A. Dobrolyubov, he viewed the writer as the moral judge of society and viewed literature as an expression of conscience, in which the writer analyzed reality from the standpoint of a particular subjective ideal. His most celebrated pieces were “The Left and Right Hand of Count Leo Tolstoy” (1873), which accurately predicted Tolstoy’s later social doctrines, and “A Cruel Talent” (1882), a criticism of Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s The Possessed.

Although he took no personal part in revolutionary or illegal activities, his provocative pieces and well-known sympathies were highly influential. Opposed to the social implications of evolutionary theory, Mikhaylovsky held that history followed no predetermined pattern; his faith in individualism and rationalism gave a liberal cast to the Populist (Narodnik) ideology of his followers. Mikhaylovsky championed the obligations of the nobility toward the people; he also set himself at variance with Marxism in his call for the Russian intelligentsia to draw upon the strength, values, and institutions of the peasantry in the struggle for progress and social change.

Mikhaylovsky was temporarily banished from St. Petersburg (1882 and 1891) for his ties to revolutionary organizations, but in 1892 he became the editor of the liberal populist journal Russkoye bogatstvo (“Russian Wealth”), a post he held until his death.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/381990/Nikolay-Konstantinovich-Mikhaylovsky?source=widget&id=2
*****

Henry Augustus Rowland

American physicist 

Born Nov. 27, 1848, Honesdale, Pa., U.S. died April 16, 1901, Baltimore, Md. 

American physicist who invented the concave diffraction grating, which replaced prisms and plane gratings in many applications, and revolutionized spectrum analysis—the resolution of a beam of light into components that differ in wavelength.

In 1872 Rowland became an instructor of physics at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N.Y., and four years later he was elected to the chair of physics in the newly founded Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. In 1876 he succeeded in proving that a moving electric charge has the same magnetic action as an electric current. Three years later, with improved thermometric and calorimetric methods, he redetermined the mechanical equivalent of heat; he also redetermined the standard value of electrical resistance, the ohm.

In 1885 Rowland finished constructing a machine capable of engraving as many as 20,000 lines to the inch for diffraction gratings. He then ruled gratings on spherical concave surfaces, thus eliminating the need for additional lenses and mirrors in spectrometers, and used them to develop exact spectrometry. His Photographic Map of the Normal Solar Spectrum (1888) was a spectrogram more than 35 feet (11 m) long, and his table of solar spectrum wavelengths (Astrophysical Journal, vol. 1–6, 1895–97) contained tens of thousands of solar lines and was a standard reference for many years. He was the first president of the American Physical Society (1899–1901), and he was elected a foreign member of the Royal Society of London in 1899.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/511102/Henry-Augustus-Rowland?source=widget&id=2
*****

Sir Horace Lamb

English mathematician 

Born November 27, 1849, Stockport, near Manchester, Eng. died December 4, 1934, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire 

English mathematician who contributed to the field of mathematical physics.

In 1872 Lamb was elected a fellow and lecturer of Trinity College, Cambridge, and three years later he became professor of mathematics at Adelaide University, Australia. He returned to England in 1885 to become professor of mathematics at Victoria University, Manchester (now the University of Manchester). Lamb wrote the Mathematical Theory of the Motion of Fluids (1878) which was enlarged and transformed into Hydrodynamics (1895); the latter was, for many years, the standard work on hydrodynamics. His many papers, principally on applied mathematics, detailed his researches on wave propagation, electrical induction, earthquake tremors, and the theory of tides and waves.

Lamb made valuable studies of airflow over aircraft surfaces for the Aeronautical Research Committee from 1921 to 1927. He was made a fellow of the Royal Society of London in 1884 and was knighted in 1931. His other publications include Infinitesimal Calculus (1897), Dynamical Theory of Sound (1910), Statics (1912), Dynamics (1914), and Higher Mechanics (1920).

Lamb was elected to the Royal Society in 1884, and was president of the London Mathematical Society (1902-1904). He was awarded many honours and was knighted in 1931.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/328478/Sir-Horace-Lamb?source=widget&id=2
*****

Bat Masterson

American lawmanbyname of Bartholomew Masterson, pseudonym William Barclay Masterson 

Born Nov. 27, 1853, Henryville, Canada East [Quebec] died October 25, 1921, New York, N.Y., U.S. 

Gambler, saloonkeeper, lawman, and newspaperman who made a reputation in the old American West.

Born in Canada, Masterson grew up on successive family farms in New York, Illinois, and Kansas. Leaving home at 19, he eventually became a buffalo hunter and Indian scout, working out of Dodge City, Kan. (1873–75). In January 1876 in Sweetwater, Texas, he killed a man and a dance-hall girl in a quarrel and fled back to Dodge City. There, except for brief intervals, he spent the next decade, becoming sometime Ford county sheriff (1877–79) and deputy U.S. marshal (1879) identified with the local town bosses known as “the Gang,” but working mostly as saloonkeeper and gambler. He made occasional visits to other western towns, including Tombstone, Ariz., where he briefly worked with Wyatt Earp at the Oriental Saloon. He ended his Western days in plush Denver gambling houses (1887–1902), until reform-minded citizens asked him to leave.

Masterson’s final years were spent in New York City, where he was successively deputy U.S. marshal for the southern district of New York (appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt), feature writer for Human Life Magazine, and a prominent sports editor for the New York Morning Telegraph. In 1921 he died at his desk of a heart attack.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/368766/Bat-Masterson?source=widget&id=2
*****

Sir Charles Scott Sherrington

British physiologist 

Born Nov. 27, 1857, London, Eng. died March 4, 1952, Eastbourne, Sussex 

English physiologist whose 50 years of experimentation laid the foundations for an understanding of integrated nervous function in higher animals and brought him (with Edgar Adrian) the Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine in 1932.

Sherrington was educated at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge (B.A., 1883); at St. Thomas’ Hospital Medical School, where he qualified in medicine in 1885; and at the University of Berlin, where he worked with Rudolf Virchow and Robert Koch. After serving as a lecturer at St. Thomas’ Hospital, he was successively a professor at the universities of London (1891–95), Liverpool (1895–1913), and Oxford (1913–35). He was made a fellow of the Royal Society in 1893 and served as its president from 1920 to 1925. He was knighted in 1922.

Working with cats, dogs, monkeys, and apes that had been deprived of their cerebral hemispheres, Sherrington found that reflexes must be regarded as integrated activities of the total organism, not as the result of the activities of isolated “reflex arcs,” a notion that was currently accepted. The first major piece of evidence supporting “total integration” was his demonstration (1895–98) of the “reciprocal innervation” of muscles, also known as Sherrington’s law: when one set of muscles is stimulated, muscles opposing the action of the first are simultaneously inhibited.

In his classic work, The Integrative Action of the Nervous System (1906), he distinguished three main groups of sense organs: exteroceptive, such as those that detect light, sound, odour, and tactile stimuli; interoceptive, exemplified by taste receptors; and proprioceptive, or those receptors that detect events occurring in the interior of the organism. He found—especially in his study of the maintenance of posture as a reflex activity—that the muscles’ proprioceptors and their nerve trunks play an important role in reflex action, maintaining the animal’s upright stance against the force of gravity, despite the removal of the cerebrum and the severing of the tactile sensory nerves of the skin.

His investigations of nearly every aspect of mammalian nervous function have directly influenced the development of brain surgery and the treatment of such nervous disorders as paralysis and atrophy. Sherrington also coined the terms neuron and synapse to denote the nerve cell and the point at which the nervous impulse is transmitted from one nerve cell to another, respectively. His books include The Reflex Activity of the Spinal Cord (1932).

For more information, please click the following link:
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Prince Devawongse Varoprakar

Siamese foreign minister 

Born Nov. 27, 1858, Bangkok, Siam [now Thailand] died June 28, 1923, Bangkok 

foreign minister of Siam from 1885 to 1923, whose policies enabled the kingdom to survive as an independent state.

The 42nd child of King Mongkut, Devawongse was the younger half brother of King Chulalongkorn. After only a smattering of formal Thai and English education in schools his half brother organized in the early 1870s, he began his government career in the king’s personal secretariat. He demonstrated a natural flair for foreign affairs, and Chulalongkorn named him foreign minister in 1885. Devawongse then established Siam’s first modern bureaucratic ministry, with a Western-style system of organization.

The chief characteristics of Devawongse’s foreign policy were genial accommodation and a determination that Siam should be treated as an equal by the Western countries with which the kingdom earlier had signed unequal treaties. He was able to escape the most aggressive imperialist pressures only by conceding large tracts of territory in Laos and Cambodia to France (1893, 1904, 1907) and on the Malay Peninsula to Great Britain (1909). Skillfully using a series of Belgian and American advisers, Devawongse devoted his last two decades in office to ending Western extraterritoriality in Siam, an effort that proved successful in the months immediately following his death.

For more information, please click the following link:
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José Asunción Silva

 Colombian poet 

Born Nov. 27, 1865, Bogotá, Colom. died May 23, 1896, Bogotá 

Colombian poet whose metrical experimentation and romantic reminiscences introduced a melancholy lyricism new to Spanish-American poetry. His highly personal poetry was widely imitated and greatly influenced Modernist poetry in Spanish America.

Silva’s life was a tormented one, both because of his morbid sensibility and as a result of a series of misfortunes—the economic ruin of his prominent family; the death of his only confidante, his sister Elvira; and the loss of his best manuscripts in a shipwreck. Silva escaped from the misery of his life through a brief but brilliant poetic career and, at the age of 30, through suicide. His complete works, including Crepúsculos (“Twilights”) and the Nocturnos (“Nocturnes”), for which he is best known, are collected in Obra completa de José Asunción Silva (1956).

For more information, please click the following link:
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Charles Koechlin

French composer 

Born Nov. 27, 1867, Paris, Fr. died Dec. 31, 1950, Le Rayol Canadel-sur-Mer, Var 

Composer and teacher who had a strong impact on his own and younger generations of French composers, including the group called “Les Six” by critic Henri Collet.

Influenced by Jules Massenet, Gabriel Fauré, and André Gédalge, under whom he studied, Koechlin experimented with the techniques of polytonality (the use of two or more keys simultaneously) and of atonality and serialism, both of which abandon traditional tonality. Much of his music has a strong flavour of music written in the medieval modes. His writings include treatises on modal polyphony, harmony, and orchestration, and an essay on polytonal and atonal music. His works range from songs, piano works, and chamber music to symphonic and choral works, film music, and ballet. They include songs and symphonic poems on episodes from Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Book (1925–39) and the choral work L’Abbaye (1899–1908).

For more information, please click the following link:
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Juho Kusti Paasikivi

President of Finland 

Born Nov. 27, 1870, Tampere, Fin. died Dec. 14, 1956, Helsinki 

Finnish statesman and diplomat who, as prime minister (1918, 1944–46) and then president (1946–56) of Finland, cultivated harmonious relations with the Soviet Union in an effort to ensure some measure of independence for Finland.

Paasikivi studied law and history at the universities of Stockholm, Uppsala, and Leipzig and from 1902 to 1903 was a lecturer in law at the University of Helsinki. He subsequently turned to financial administration and banking and insurance activities. Paasikivi was a political realist who took the view that small nations could not permanently hope to oppose the power politics of large ones. Thus, in the struggle to preserve Finland’s autonomy under Russian rule (the country was then a grand duchy within the Russian Empire), he sided with the Compliers of the Old Finnish Party, who were willing to “comply” with recent illegal Russian decrees affecting Finnish internal affairs. In 1907 Paasikivi was elected a member of the Finnish Eduskunta (Parliament), and the following year he became minister of finance. He resigned in 1909 in protest against Russian attempts to illegally carry out the Russification of his country.

Paasikivi briefly served in 1918 as prime minister of the first government of newly independent Finland, in which capacity he favoured a pro-German policy and a monarchy for his country. He headed the Finnish delegation that on Oct. 14, 1920, signed at Tartu, Estonia, the peace treaty with Russia, after warning his government against trying to take advantage of Russia’s temporary weakness. In independent postwar Finland he became prominent as a banker and businessman.

In 1936 Paasikivi was appointed minister to Sweden. He was recalled from Stockholm in October 1939 to lead the delegation that unsuccessfully attempted to reach a peace settlement with the U.S.S.R. over that nation’s demands for strategically important bits of Finnish territory; he advocated acceding to the Soviets’ demands. In March 1940 Paasikivi was the logical choice to negotiate peace with the U.S.S.R. and thus end the Russo-Finnish War that Finland was clearly losing; as chairman of the Finnish–Russian Peace Commission, he signed the treaty whereby Finland ceded to Russia approximately one-tenth of its territory, with a population of almost 500,000. Soon afterward, in March 1940, he was appointed minister to Moscow, but he resigned from this position in May 1941 when it became clear that his government would side with Nazi Germany in the approaching conflict with the Soviet Union. Virtually retired from politics for the next three years, Paasikivi was recalled to service to take part in the abortive peace negotiations between Finland and the U.S.S.R. in the spring of 1944. In November 1944, after the approaching Soviet victory over Germany had become apparent even to pro-Nazi Finns, the conciliatory Paasikivi was asked to serve as prime minister of a government pledged to peaceful cooperation with the Soviet Union. Until the end of his prime ministry in March 1946 he made sure that the peace conditions of the Russo-Finnish armistice of September 1944 were faithfully carried out.

Paasikivi succeeded Marshal C.G. Mannerheim as president of the Finnish republic in March 1946, and he served in that capacity until February 1956. As president he stood more aloof from party politics than any of his predecessors. His aims, which he pursued with considerable success, were to remain absolutely uncompromising over Finnish independence while so handling Finland’s foreign relations as to avoid all conflict with Soviet interests and inspire the Soviet Union with confidence in Finnish sincerity. Paasikivi was instrumental in regaining Porkkala (1955), which had been leased to the Soviet Union for a naval base in 1944. Although pursuing a policy of cooperation with his powerful neighbour, he firmly resisted Communist penetration in Finland; Paasikivi’s strategy became the fundamental basis of Finland’s foreign policy in the post-World War II era.

For more information, please click the following link:
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Giovanni Giorgi

Italian physicist 

Born November 27, 1871, Lucca, Italy died August 19, 1950, Castiglioncello 

Italian physicist who proposed a widely used system for the definition of electrical, magnetic, and mechanical units of measurement.

Giorgi studied civil engineering at the Institute of Technology in Rome and from 1906 to 1923 directed the Technology Office of Rome. He taught (1913–39) at the University of Rome and also held appointments at the universities of Cagliari and Palermo and at the Royal Institute for Higher Mathematics. He is best known for developing the Giorgi International System of Measurement (also known as the MKSA system) in 1901. This system proposed as units of scientific measurement the metre, kilogram, second, and joule and was endorsed in 1960 by the General Conference of Weights and Measures (with the ampere instead of the joule as the unit of energy).

Giorgi also contributed to the development of hydroelectric installations, electric distribution networks, and urban trolley systems.

For more information, please click the following link:
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Charles A. Beard

American historian 

Born Nov. 27, 1874, near Knightstown, Ind., U.S. died Sept. 1, 1948, New Haven, Conn. 

American historian, best-known for his iconoclastic studies of the development of U.S. political institutions. His emphasis on the dynamics of socioeconomic conflict and change and his analysis of motivational factors in the founding of institutions made him one of the most influential American historians of his time.

Reared in a prosperous family, Beard attended DePauw University, Greencastle, Ind., and after his graduation in 1898 he studied at the University of Oxford. In 1899 he helped found a workingmen’s school in Oxford. He visited the United States briefly in 1900, when he married Mary Ritter, returned to England, and permanently returned to the United States in 1904 to teach political science at Columbia University.

Beard subsequently became one of the intellectual leaders of the Progressive movement and of American liberalism. He was a leader in movements seeking improvements in municipal government and administration and in national planning. He was initially interested in European history, and he collaborated with J.H. Robinson in writing several widely used textbooks on that subject. He then developed a schema of historical explanation that found its most famous expression in An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States (1913). In this book he claimed that the Constitution had been formulated by interest groups whose motivations were just as much personal financial ones as they were political ones. Although American politicians were generally outraged at the implications of material interests embodied in the Constitution by the Founding Fathers, the book was received by academicians as an innovative study on motivational factors among socioeconomic groups. In The Economic Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy (1915), Beard placed somewhat more emphasis on the philosophical context of political struggles, but he nevertheless reaffirmed his view of the importance of economic interests in governmental action. Beard and his wife, Mary R. Beard, subsequently produced a monumental synthesis of the history of the United States entitled The Rise of American Civilization, 2 vol. (1927). This widely acclaimed work was supplemented by two more volumes, America in Midpassage (1939) and The American Spirit (1942).

In 1917 Beard resigned from Columbia University in protest against the investigation and dismissal of several faculty members on charges of disloyalty and subversion. He was a cofounder of the New School for Social Research in New York City in 1919. His intellectual orientation in the next years began to shift toward the problem of historical knowledge, which occupied him during the early 1930s. Beard pointed out the subjective nature of the historian’s selection and arrangement of facts on the basis of his own relationship to contemporary thought.

In the 1930s and ’40s Beard’s interests turned to the history of U.S. foreign policy. In 1934 he began writing a series of books and articles in which he attacked President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s foreign policy. In such books as American Foreign Policy in the Making, 1932–1940 (1946) and President Roosevelt and the Coming of War, 1941 (1948), he charged Roosevelt with virtually maneuvering the United States into war with Japan. Beard was criticized as an isolationist because of these views, and his reputation declined somewhat after the publication of his last works, but he is still considered to be one of the most influential American historians of the 20th century.

For more information, please click the following link:
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Chaim Weizmann

Israeli president and scientistin full Chaim Azriel Weizmann 

Born Nov. 27, 1874, Motol, Pol., Russian Empire [now in Belarus] died Nov. 9, 1952, Reḥovot, Israel 

First president of the new nation of Israel (1949–52), who was for decades the guiding spirit behind the World Zionist Organization.

Chaim Azriel Weizmann was born of humble parents in November 1874, in Motol, a backwater hamlet in the western Russian empire, the third of 15 children of Ezer Weizmann, a lumber transporter. Motol lay close to dense forests, surroundings that instilled in the boy a love of trees that was to persist the rest of his life. He spent adolescent summers riding his father’s log rafts downriver to Baltic ports.

Despite slender means, the parents arranged for their offspring to receive the benefits of advanced education after strict Jewish orthodox schooling in childhood. All except one of the children ultimately became scientists, physicians, dentists, engineers, and pedagogues. Chaim himself, on reaching 11, was sent to the secondary school in nearby Pinsk, where his unusual scientific aptitude was encouraged by a discerning science master.

Upon matriculating (1891), the young student, irked by university quotas restricting Jewish admissions, left Russia to study chemistry in Germany and Switzerland, eking out small remittances from home by teaching science and Russian. After obtaining the Ph.D. magna cum laude at Fribourg, Switz. (1900), Weizmann taught chemistry at Geneva University and concurrently engaged in organic chemistry research, concentrating on dyestuffs and aromatics. By selling several patented discoveries in the late 1890s, he mitigated his chronic financial straits and was able to help his younger brothers and sisters through college. In 1900 he met Vera Chatzman, a medical student, in Geneva, and six years later they married; they had two sons.

Weizmann settled in England in 1904 upon taking up a science appointment at the University of Manchester. During World War I he gave valuable assistance to the British munitions industry, then (1916) in dire need of acetone (a vital ingredient of cordite), by devising a process to extract the solvent from maize. This achievement signally aided the Zionist political negotiations he was then conducting with the British government.

Although he gained international renown as a chemist, it was as a politician that he was most eminent. As a youth he imbibed Jewish nationalist culture and ideals (as distinct from traditional pietistic knowledge) under his father’s influence. At the age of 11 he wrote a letter in Hebrew to his Hebrew teacher in Motol urging with boyish fervour that the Jewish people must return to Zion.

Throughout his student and teaching years he assumed increasing dominance as a Zionist politician. He initially gained prominence as the leader of the “Young Zionist” opposition to Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern Zionism, especially in the “Uganda dispute,” which erupted in 1903–05 over a British proposal for Jewish agricultural settlement in East Africa. Elected to the General Council (Actions Committee) in 1905, he played only a secondary role in the movement until 1914. Then, during the early years of the war he took an important part in the negotiations that led up to the government’s Balfour Declaration (November 1917) favouring the establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine.

While in Jerusalem he travelled to Aqaba, southern Transjordan (June 1918), where he met Amīr Fayṣal of Hejaz (later first king of Iraq) to discuss Jewish–Arab cooperation. They met again and reached written agreement during the Versailles peace conference (July 1919). As an observer, Weizmann attended the San Remo conference of Allied Powers (1920), which confirmed the Balfour Declaration and awarded the Palestine Mandate to Great Britain. The same year, Weizmann, who had been president of the English Zionist Federation from 1917, became head of the World Zionist Organization. From 1921 onward he travelled the world tirelessly, preaching Zionist ideology and appealing for funds at mass rallies.

Weizmann’s skill as a negotiator was severely tested during the 1920s. Great Britain, confronted by the mounting problems and civil disorders stemming from nascent Arab nationalism, gradually retreated from its commitment to foster a Jewish national home. A dauntless protagonist, Weizmann nevertheless plunged into the ceaseless imbroglios of British policy vacillations, Arab and Jewish revolts, and Zionist internecine feuds and conflicts that were commingled with opposition to himself by adversaries.

Eventually, Weizmann’s doctrines of caution antagonized extremist politicians. Exasperated by counsels of gradualism, some Zionists accused him of undue amenability toward Britain in his political thinking and performance—a characteristic they averred he owed to the genteel influences of the upper English society in which he moved. His control over the world nationalist movement was challenged after Britain announced policy changes unfavourable to Zionist work in Palestine. He therefore resigned in pique in 1930 but was prevailed upon to remain in office. At the 1931 congress, however, he was subjected to a vote of nonconfidence and was not reelected president of the Zionist Organization and Jewish Agency, the expanded body of which he had been the main architect in 1929.

Weizmann turned again to science, founding the Daniel Sieff Research Institute at Reḥovot, Palestine (1934), with the help of friends in England. Earlier, he had toured South Africa (1931) and played a leading part in public efforts to save German Jewry and its property after the advent of the Nazis (1933).

Back in office by election (1935), Weizmann supported the recommendation of a British royal inquiry commission (1937) to divide Palestine into Jewish and Arab areas, arguing that “half a loaf was better than none.” Opponents furiously challenged this expedience as pusillanimity and craven submission to British interests, though in the end the commission’s plan failed because of Arab rather than Jewish rejection.

Weizmann’s unflagging insistence during World War II brought about the formation of the Jewish Brigade Group in the British army. The Sieff Research Institute under his direction also aided the Allied military effort by providing essential pharmaceuticals, and Weizmann conferred with the United States and British governments on methods of producing synthetic rubber. His younger son, Michael, was killed in 1942 while serving as an officer in the Royal Air Force.

Zionist antagonists revived allegations of Weizmann’s pro-British prejudice after he had denounced (1945) on moral grounds the violent campaign waged by Jewish dissident groups against British forces in Palestine. He again lost the world Zionist presidency (1946) and never returned to the official leadership. Nevertheless, Jewish people as a whole continued to revere him.

Early in 1948, though divested of formal office, he was sent to Washington by the Zionist leadership for crucial talks with Pres. Harry Truman. Weizmann persuaded the United States administration both to drop its trusteeship plan for Palestine—a plan that would have jeopardized founding the State of Israel—and to forego its proposal to exclude Palestine’s southern province (Negev) from Israel. His intervention also led to American recognition of the newly proclaimed state (May 14) and the grant of a $100,000,000 loan. That September Weizmann became president of the Provisional State Council and the following February was elected president of the State of Israel.

Worn out by sorrow and arduous political strife and afflicted by frail health and failing sight, he nevertheless maintained a brave front in postwar years. He died in November 1952, after a long illness. He was given a state burial on his estate at Reḥovot. More than 250,000 people filed by the catafalque. The simple, unadorned grave is visited by hundreds of thousands of visitors annually.
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Władysław Orkan

Polish writerpseudonym of Franciszek Smreczyński 
Born November 27, 1875, Poręba Wielka, Austria-Hungary [now in Poland] died May 14, 1930, Kraków, Poland 

Polish poet and writer who eloquently portrayed the people of the Tatra Mountains.

Born into a family of poor highlanders, Orkan received an incomplete education. During World War I he volunteered in the Polish legions. Most of his works are set in the region of his birth and depict the poverty-stricken lives of the highlanders set against a natural landscape of great beauty. In his first volume, Nowele (1898; “Short Stories”), as well as in Komornicy (1900; “Tenant Farmers”), Orkan gives a naturalistic account of highlander-peasant life in his native Tatra region. Later, influenced by the literary and political movement of Young Poland, he wrote the novel W roztokach (1903; “In the Mountain Valleys”), which presents a gloomy image of the country’s poorest districts and their inhabitants. Drzewiej (1912; “In the Old Days”) lyrically describes the life of the Tatra region’s first settlers. Listy ze wsi, 2 vol. (1925–27; “Letters from a Village”), contains sociological reflections on Poland’s immediate condition and the country’s prospects.

Although they are somewhat dated, Orkan’s novels deal convincingly with difficult aspects of mountain village life, such as poverty, exploitation, and disease.
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Elsie Clews Parsons

American anthropologistnée Elsie Worthington Clews 

Born Nov. 27, 1875, New York, N.Y., U.S. died Dec. 19, 1941, New York City 

American sociologist and anthropologist whose studies of the Pueblo and other Native American peoples of the southwestern United States remain standard references.

Elsie Clews attended private schools and graduated from Barnard College (1896). She then studied history and sociology at Columbia University (M.A., 1897; Ph.D., 1899) and was appointed a Hartley House fellow at Barnard. In 1900 she married Herbert Parsons, a New York attorney and politician. From 1902 she was a lecturer in sociology at Barnard, but with her husband’s election to Congress in 1905 she resigned and accompanied him to Washington, D.C. Her first book, The Family, was published the following year; a textbook and a feminist tract founded on sociological research and analysis, it contained a lengthy discussion of trial marriage, which generated some notoriety and helped it to enjoy a large sale. To avoid further embarrassing her husband in his political career, Parsons used the pseudonym “John Main” for her next two books, Religious Chastity (1913) and The Old Fashioned Woman (1913), the latter of which is a sharp and witty analysis of the genesis of traditional sex roles and behaviour and the cultural codes that sustain them. Fear and Conventionality (1914), Social Freedom (1915), and Social Rule (1916) appeared under her own name.

On a trip to the Southwest in 1915, Parsons met the anthropologists Franz Boas and Pliny E. Goddard, who interested her in their work among Native Americans of the region. After further studies with Boas at Columbia, she embarked on a 25-year career of field research and writing that established her as perhaps the leading authority on the Pueblo and on other tribes in North America, Mexico, and South America. Aware of the need for exactness and detail, she collected a vast amount of data that led to useful and influential syntheses of knowledge, culminating in Pueblo Indian Religion, 2 vol. (1939). Her interest in all possible influences on Pueblo peoples led her to investigations among Native Americans of the Great Plains and of Mexico, Peru, Ecuador, and the Caribbean. The Zapotec Indians of the state of Oaxaca, in Mexico, are the subject of her widely acclaimed work Mitla: Town of the Souls (1936). The results of her Andean researches were published in Peguche, Canton of Otavalo (1945).

Parsons also published a number of works on West Indian and African American folklore, including Folk-Tales of Andros Island, Bahamas (1918); Folk-Lore from the Cape Verde Islands (1923), gathered from black Cape Verdeans in Massachusetts; Folk-Lore of the Sea Islands, South Carolina (1923), dealing with the area’s the Gullah-speaking people; and Folk-Lore of the Antilles, French and English, 3 vol. (1933–43).

From 1918 Parsons was associate editor of the Journal of American Folklore. Her only teaching post in later years was a lectureship in 1919 at the newly opened New School for Social Research, where one of her students was Ruth F. Benedict. She was the first woman to be elected president of the American Anthropological Association, but she did not live to deliver her inaugural address, which dealt with the abuse of anthropology to further racist schemes.
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Katharine Anthony

American biographer 

Born Nov. 27, 1877, Roseville, Ark., U.S. died Nov. 20, 1965, New York, N.Y. 

American biographer best known for The Lambs (1945), a controversial study of the British writers Charles and Mary Lamb. The greater portion of her work examined the lives of notable American women.

A college teacher of geometry, Anthony was deeply interested in psychiatry. Eventually this interest came to shape her approach to biography, and her books centred increasingly on the psychological development and motivation of her subjects. Some of these works include Margaret Fuller, A Psychological Biography (1920); Catherine the Great (1925); Louisa May Alcott (1938); Dolly Madison, Her Life and Times (1949); and Susan B. Anthony, Her Personal History and Her Era (1954). Anthony’s readers were scandalized by The Lambs, subtitled A Story of Pre-Victorian England, in which she theorized that incestuous feelings within the Lamb family were reflected in the lives and literary collaborations of Charles Lamb and his sister, Mary. As with her previous biographies, The Lambs brought a mixed response from critics, many of whom objected to her unscholarly approach to biography and her unprofessional application of psychoanalytic theory.
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British painterin full Sir William Newenham Montague Orpen 
Born November 27, 1878, Stillorgan, County Dublin, Ireland died September 29, 1931, London, England 

British painter, best known for his vigorously characterized portraits; he also worked as an official war artist during World War I.

Orpen studied drawing at the Metropolitan School of Art in Dublin (1894–97) and at the Slade School of Fine Art in London (1897–99). He first exhibited at the New English Art Club; he became a member there in 1900. His portraits, which established his reputation, showed the influence of the Realist artist Édouard Manet. He also became known as a painter of group portraits such as Homage to Manet (1909), in which he portrayed members of the contemporary English art world sitting in conversation beneath a famous portrait by that artist. Orpen was the official painter of the Paris Peace Conference after World War I, for which he painted The Signing of the Peace Treaty at Versailles (1919–20).

Orpen was appointed knight commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1918 and was elected a Royal Academician in 1919. He is posthumously regarded as a facile and prolific, but somewhat superficial, artist who nevertheless achieved great popularity in his day.
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Sir Ralph Freeman

British engineer 

Born Nov. 27, 1880, London died March 11, 1950, London 

English civil engineer whose Sydney Harbour Bridge (1932), New South Wales, with a main arch span of 1,650 feet (500 m), is one of the longest steel-arch bridges in the world.

In 1901 Freeman joined a London firm of consulting engineers, later known as Freeman, Fox & Partners. His works include the Victoria Falls Bridge over the Zambezi River, on the border of present-day Zimbabwe and Zambia; the Royal Naval Propellant factory built during World War II; the Furness shipbuilding yard in Lancashire; and five major bridges in southern Africa. He also prepared designs for the bridge over Auckland Harbour, New Zealand.

From 1928 to 1936 he was a member of the Steel Structures Research Committee, a British organization, and chairman of the panel responsible for effecting the committee’s designs. He was knighted in 1947.
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Joel Lehtonen

Finnish author 

Born Nov. 27, 1881, Sääminki, Fin. died 1934, Helsinki 

Finnish novelist in the naturalistic tradition of Émile Zola and Maksim Gorky.

The first stage of Lehtonen’s career was characterized by the Neoromanticism of the turn of the century, and his first novel, Paholaisen viula (1904; “The Fiddle of the Devil”), is highly indebted to Selma Lagerlöf’s Gösta Berlings saga (1891). In Rakastunut rampa (1922; “The Amorous Cripple”), however, Lehtonen bitterly rejects the tributes to individualism and genius worship that marked his youthful phase. The main character has deluded himself into believing that he is a superman, but as circumstances assail him he becomes overwhelmed with shame and finally commits suicide. Lehtonen returns in the short-story collection Kuolleet omenapuut (1918; “The Dead Apple Trees”) to the subject of the Finnish civil war and views it with doubt and disgust. Nihilism dominates his view of man in Putkinotko (1919–20). In it, Lehtonen despairs of the future and views the growth of industrial society as a disease. The same cultural pessimism appears in Henkien taistelu (1933; “The Struggle of Spirits”) and in his poems, Hyvästijättö Lintukodolle (1934; “Farewell to the Bird’s Nest”), which were written shortly before his suicide. Lehtonen’s influence on Finnish literature has increased over the years.
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Fujita Tsuguji

Japanese painteralso called Fujita Tsuguharu, or Leonard Foujita 
Born Nov. 27, 1886, Tokyo, Japan died Jan. 29, 1968, Zürich, Switz. 

Japanese expatriate painter who applied French oil techniques to Japanese-style paintings.

In 1910 Fujita graduated from what is now the Tokyo University of Fine Arts and Music. Three years later he went to Paris, where he became the friend of many of the great forerunners of modern Western art, including Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, and Amedeo Modigliani. He lived primarily in France but made periodic trips to Japan. During World War II he returned to Japan, but in 1949 he left and in 1950 took up residence again in France, becoming a French citizen in 1955 and being awarded the Legion of Honour in 1957. He was christened Leonard upon converting to Roman Catholicism in 1966.

Among his representative works, known for their blurred black-ink colouring and smooth, milk-white backgrounds, are “Self-Portrait with a Cat,” “The Cat,” and “A Nude.”

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/221563/Fujita-Tsuguji?source=widget&id=2
****

Homma Masaharu

Japanese general 

Born Nov. 27, 1887, Sado, Japan died April 3, 1946, Los Baños, Luzon, Phil. 

Japanese army general and commander of the Japanese invasion force of the Philippine Islands in World War II.

Homma was a graduate of the Military Academy of the Japanese Imperial Army (1907) and of the Army General Staff College (1915). During World War I he was an observer with the British forces in France, and in 1925 he served as Japanese resident officer in India. In 1930 Homma was appointed military attaché in London. In 1939 he commanded Japanese forces at Tientsin, China, when the Japanese army blockaded the foreign concession there.

In December 1941, a few days after the Japanese air attack on Pearl Harbor, Homma, then a lieutenant general, led the Japanese invasion of the Philippine Islands. Although it was commonly supposed that Homma had been superseded by General Tomoyuki Yamashita after the campaign bogged down at Bataan and Corregidor, subsequent evidence suggested that Homma held the supreme command throughout the campaign. He also directed the mopping-up actions against stray U.S. and Filipino forces in the Visayas and Mindanao areas.

Homma, who arrived in Tokyo to surrender to U.S. forces on Sept. 14, 1945, was brought to trial in December. He was formally charged with having been responsible for the Bataan Deat  March, which occurred shortly after the Japanese conquest. It was estimated that some 10,000 Filipino and U.S. troops died during the forced march. Convicted of ordering the death march and for condoning other atrocities, Homma was executed by a firing squad.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/270357/Homma-Masaharu?source=widget&id=2
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Pedro Salinas y Serrano

Spanish writer 

Born November 27, 1891, Madrid, Spain died December 4, 1951, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S. 

Spanish poet, scholar, dramatist, and essayist who was one of the outstanding writers of the Generation of 1927, an influential group of poets that included Jorge Guillén and Federico García Lorca.

Salinas studied and lectured at the Sorbonne for three years (1914–17) and then returned to Spain as professor of Spanish at Sevilla (1918). He later taught at the University of Cambridge, and, after the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War (1936), he lived in the United States, lecturing at Wellesley College, Massachusetts, and Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.

Salinas’s first poems were published in the literary magazine Prometeo. His volumes of poetry include Presagios (1923; “Omens”), Seguro azar (1929; “Certain Disaster”), La voz a ti debida (1934; My Voice Because of You, 1976), and Todo más claro y otros poemas (1949; “Everything Clearer and Other Poems”). A selection of his love poems in English translation, To Live in Pronouns, was published in 1974. Salinas was also a respected scholar, known for studies on the 15th-century Spanish poet Jorge Manrique, the Nicaraguan poet Rubén Darío, and a modern verse rendition of the Poem of the Cid. The leading literary figures of his time were among his friends. Salinas also helped effect the revival of interest in the 17th-century Spanish poet Luis de Góngora.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/519253/Pedro-Salinas-y-Serrano?source=widget&id=2
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Matsushita Konosuke

Japanese industrialist 

Born Nov. 27, 1894, Wakayama prefecture, Japan died April 27, 1989, Ōsaka 

Japanese industrialist who founded the Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd., the largest manufacturer of consumer electric appliances in the world.

His parents having died, Matsushita began work at age 9 as an errand boy. At age 16 he began working for the Ōsaka Electric Light Company, and he quit his job as an inspector there at age 23 to start a company that would sell electric plug attachments of his own design. His inventive marketing strategies helped the Matsushita Electric grow, and in 1935 he reorganized the company under the name it still holds. Matsushita managed to prevent his company from being broken up by the U.S. occupation authorities after World War II, and by the 1950s the Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. was the chief manufacturer of washing machines, refrigerators, and television sets for Japanese homes. In the decades that followed, the company became internationally famous for such products as electrical equipment, computer chips, and videocassette recorders under such brand names as Panasonic, Quasar, and National.

Matsushita was president of the company until 1961, at which time he became chairman of the board of directors. His influential business philosophy, which called for the production of essential consumer goods in abundance at the lowest possible prices, was widely adopted in the egalitarian, consumer-oriented society that emerged in Japan in the second half of the 20th century.
For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/369598/Matsushita-Konosuke?source=widget&id=2
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Vito Genovese

American gangsterbyname Don Vitone 
Born Nov. 27, 1897, Rosiglino, Italy died Feb. 14, 1969, Springfield, Mo., U.S. 

One of the most powerful of American crime syndicate bosses from the 1930s to the 1950s and a major influence even from prison, 1959–69.

Genovese immigrated from a Neapolitan village to New York City in 1913, joined local gangs, and in the 1920s and ’30s was Lucky Luciano’s second-in-command in narcotics and other rackets. In 1937 he escaped to Italy to avoid prosecution on a murder charge and became a friend of Benito Mussolini, financing several Fascist operations while engaged in narcotics smuggling to the United States.

At war’s end he befriended U.S. military occupation authorities and bossed the black market operations in Italy until federal agents returned him to the United States to face trial on the earlier murder charge. A key witness, Peter La Tempa, however, was murdered (poisoned) in 1945 while in protective custody, and Genovese was set free on June 11, 1946. He gradually reestablished his power in New York City, arranging the murder of several rivals (such as Willie Moretti in 1951 and Albert Anastasia in 1957 and allegedly the attempt on Frank Costello in 1957), and commanded the gunmen-racketeers in the narcotics trade. He was effectively “boss of all the bosses” in the New York area.

Finally, in 1958, the federal government indicted him for smuggling and distributing narcotics, and in 1959 he was convicted and sentenced to federal prison for 15 years. From prison (first at Atlanta, then at Leavenworth) he continued to rule and to order the killing of rivals. He died of a heart attack at the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Mo., in 1969.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/229282/Vito-Genovese?source=widget&id=2
José María Gil Robles

Spanish statesman 

Born Nov. 27, 1898, Salamanca, Spain died Sept. 14, 1980, Madrid 

Catholic politician and leader during the Second Spanish Republic (1931–36).

Gil Robles, a lawyer, led the Catholic party Acción Popular in the anticlerical first phase of the republic and then formed a coalition called the CEDA (Confederación Española de Derechas Autónomas), which became the most powerful bloc after the elections of November 1933, when women voted for the first time. Nevertheless, the president, Niceto Alcalá Zamora, asked the radical Alejandro Lerroux to form a government, because Alcalá Zamora feared left-wing reactions if the administration were entrusted to Gil Robles, who was accused of wishing to reestablish the monarchy and set up a Catholic corporative state on the Austrian model. CEDA supported, but did not join, both Lerroux’s government and that of his successor Ricardo Samper until October 1934. Lerroux then formed another government in which CEDA ministers were included. This provoked the left-wing uprisings of the autumn of 1934. A governmental crisis in March 1935 was resolved by the formation of a new administration, still under Lerroux, in which Gil Robles became, significantly, minister of war. He continued in office under Joaquín Chapaprieta, but resigned, with the other CEDA ministers, in December 1935.

In the ensuing elections of February 1936, Gil Robles led an alliance of CEDA and other conservative parties in a national front, but although CEDA became the largest single party in the new Cortes, the majority was won by the left-wing Popular Front. Gil Robles’ supporters now became impatient with his policy of gaining power through peaceful means: he lost the support of the middle classes, and his extremist adherents followed his youth leader Ramón Serrano Súñer into the Falange. He remained chief opposition spokesman in the Cortes, but was increasingly eclipsed there by the monarchist José Calvo Sotelo. He was an intended victim of the plot responsible for Calvo Sotelo’s murder (July 1936). Soon after the outbreak of the civil war, he went to Lisbon to set up a mission with Nicolás Franco for the purchase of arms for the rebels. After the war he largely retired from public life. He lived in exile from 1936 to 1953 and again from 1962 to 1964; he worked continously to establish a Christian Democratic party in Spain and, after Franco’s death in 1975, reemerged briefly as a political leader.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/233489/Jose-Maria-Gil-Robles-y-Quinones?source=widget&id=2
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Lars Onsager

American chemist 

Born Nov. 27, 1903, Kristiania [now Oslo], Nor. died Oct. 5, 1976, Coral Gables, Fla., U.S. 

Norwegian-born American chemist whose development of a general theory of irreversible chemical processes gained him the 1968 Nobel Prize for Chemistry.

His early work in statistical mechanics attracted the attention of the Dutch chemist Peter Debye, under whose direction Onsager studied at the Federal Institute of Technology, Zürich (1926–28). He then went to the United States and taught at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, and Brown University, Providence, R.I. He received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1935. He had joined the faculty of Yale in 1933 and became professor of theoretical chemistry there in 1945.

Onsager’s first achievement was to modify (1925) the Debye-Hückel theory of electrolytic dissociation, which describes the motions of ions in solution, to take into account Brownian movement. He received the Nobel Prize for his pioneering work in nonequilibrium thermodynamics, which applied the laws of thermodynamics to systems that are not in equilibrium—i.e., to systems in which differences in temperature, pressure, or other factors exist. Onsager also was able to formulate a general mathematical expression about the behaviour of nonreversible chemical processes that has been described as the “fourth law of thermodynamics.” 

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/429328/Lars-Onsager?source=widget&id=2
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William W. Howells

American anthropologistin full William White Howells 

Born November 27, 1908, New York City, New York, U.S. died December 20, 2005, Kittery Point, Maine 

American physical anthropologist, who specialized in the establishment of population relationships through physical measurement. He is also known for his work in developing anthropological curricula and his popular books in the field, which have been widely translated and are extensively used in the classroom.

Howells, whose grandfathers were the journalist Horace White and the novelist William Dean Howells, received a Ph.D. (1934) from Harvard University, where his work with Earnest A. Hooton led to an interest in morphological studies. He worked on the research staff of the American Museum of Natural History in New York City and then taught at the University of Wisconsin until he was offered a chair of anthropology at Harvard upon Hooton’s death in 1954. Howells subsequently served on the staff of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard until his retirement in 1974.

Howells pioneered the use of quantitative methods in the formulation and solution of morphological problems, particularly his use of cranial measurements in world population studies. His authoritative Cranial Variation in Man: A Study by Multivariate Analysis of Patterns of Difference Among Recent Human Populations (1973) compared skull measurements from 17 distinct world populations and revealed that present-day humans are of one species. He also conducted extensive research on the peoples of Oceania. Among his notable books are Mankind So Far (1944), Mankind in the Making (1959, rev. ed. 1967), Evolution of the Genus Homo (1973), and Getting Here (1993, new ed. 1997).

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/273562/William-W-Howells?source=widget&id=2
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James Agee

American author 

Born November 27, 1909, Knoxville, Tennessee, U.S. died May 16, 1955, New York, New York 

American poet, novelist, and writer for and about motion pictures. One of the most influential American film critics in the 1930s and ’40s, he applied rigorous intellectual and aesthetic standards to his reviews, which appeared anonymously in Time and signed in The Nation.

Agee grew up in Tennessee’s Cumberland Mountain area, attended Harvard University, and wrote for Fortune and Time after he graduated in 1932. Permit Me Voyage, a volume of poems, appeared in 1934. For a proposed article in Fortune, Agee and the photographer Walker Evans lived for about six weeks among sharecroppers in Alabama in 1936. The article never appeared, but the material they gathered became a book, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941), illustrated by Evans and accompanied by lyrical prose in which Agee dealt with both the plight of the people and his subjective reaction to it.

Although his film criticism is not well-known, Agee’s lively intelligence and discerning wit make his reviews as pleasureable to read as any writing with more serious intent. Like the best critics, he wrote as a fellow viewer rather than as an insider with superior opinions. Among his enthusiasms were his deep appreciation for the artistry of older filmmakers such as Aleksandr Dovzhenko, Jean Vigo, and D.W. Griffith. Agee was exceptionally sentient on the films of John Huston, and most authorities believe that he single-handedly resurrected the silent comedies of actors such as Harold Lloyd and Buster Keaton. Of the latter he wrote: 

He used this great, sad, motionless face to suggest various related things: a one-track mind near the track’s end of pure insanity; mulish imperturbability under the wildest of circumstances; how dead a human being can get and still be alive; an awe-inspiring sort of patience and power to endure, proper to granite but uncanny in flesh and blood.

His lucid, well-crafted prose was peppered with judicious and keen wit. Reviewing the musical You Were Meant for Me (1948), he wrote the single sentence “That’s what you think.”

From 1948 until his death, Agee worked mainly as a film scriptwriter, notably for The African Queen (1951) and The Night of the Hunter (1955). His novel A Death in the Family (1957), which is about the effect of a man’s sudden death on his six-year-old son and the rest of his family, and his novella The Morning Watch (1951), on the religious experiences of a 12-year-old boy, are both autobiographical. A Death in the Family won a Pulitzer Prize, and it was adapted for the stage as All the Way Home (1960; filmed 1963). Agee’s other works include Agee on Film (1958, reissued in 2000 with a new introduction by David Denby), collected reviews; Agee on Film II (1960, reissued 1969), consisting of five film scripts; and Letters to Father Flye (1962), a collection of his letters to a former teacher and lifelong friend. The Collected Short Prose of James Agee was published in 1968.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/8954/James-Agee?source=widget&id=2
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David Merrick

American theatrical produceroriginal name David Margulois 

Born Nov. 27, 1912, St. Louis, Mo., U.S. died April 25, 2000, London, Eng. 

Prolific American theatrical producer who staged many of the most successful plays in American theatre during the 1960s.

Though he earned a law degree from St. Louis University in Missouri, Merrick abandoned the practice of law after 1949 and became a full-time theatrical producer in New York City. His first independent production, Clutterbuck (1949), received mixed reviews but ran for some six months. In 1954 the musical Fanny became his first hit and was followed over the next 40 years by more than 85 other Broadway shows, including Look Back in Anger (1957), Gypsy (1959), A Taste of Honey (1960), Becket (1960), Hello, Dolly! (1964), Oh What a Lovely War! (1964), Cactus Flower (1965), Marat/Sade (1965), Play It Again, Sam (1969), 42nd Street (1980), and Loot (1986).

Merrick had a prickly personality that bordered on the misanthropic, and he was openly contemptuous of actors and critics alike. His private life was colourful—married six times, to five women—and he was legendary for his P.T. Barnum-like publicity stunts. He once hid an actress in the audience and paid her to jump onto the stage and disrupt the performance at a predetermined time, all in the hope of attracting media attention; the stunt worked. On another occasion he reportedly prevented a critic from watching a preview by canceling the performance because of a “loose” rat. In the eyes of some, Merrick was a mere packager, not a producer, of great art, someone who cheapened the product in the process; to others, he was a rare genius of the lost art of marketing art.

His niggling and outlandish ways notwithstanding, Merrick was one of the most talented producers of the American theatre who enjoyed both critical and commercial success. He frequently had several productions running on Broadway at the same time, and many of them also had successful runs in London.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/376319/David-Merrick?source=widget&id=2
Adonias Filho

Brazilian authorin full Adonias Aguiar Filho 
Born Nov. 27, 1915, Itajuípe, Brazil died Aug. 2, 1990, Ilhéus 

Novelist, essayist, journalist, and literary critic whose works of fiction embrace universal themes within the provincial setting of Brazil’s rural northeast.

His literary career began in the early 1930s under the aegis of the Neo-Catholic writers’ group (Tasso da Silveira and Andrade Murici, among others) of Rio de Janeiro. Until the late 1940s he dedicated his energies principally to journalism in periodicals such as O Correio da Manhã and the Revista do Brasil. He subsequently established a column of literary criticism in the Jornal de Letras and began to publish translations of English-language fiction (notably the works of Graham Greene, Virginia Woolf, and William Faulkner).

For a time in the 1950s Adonias Filho served as director of the National Book Institute and worked in the National Theatrical Service. He subsequently became director of the National Library and was elected to the Brazilian Academy of Letters in 1965. In 1972 he was elected president of the Brazilian Press Association.

His career as a writer of fiction was launched in the 1940s with the publication of Os Servos da Morte (1946; “The Servants of Death”), the first of three novels depicting life in the cacao-growing region of northeastern Brazil. Memórias de Lázaro (1952; Memories of Lazarus) and O Forte (1965; “The Fortress”) complete the trilogy. In 1962 he published the novel Corpo Vivo (“Living Body”), which maintains the dreamlike ambience that characterizes the trilogy. The novel Noite sem madrugada (“Night Without Dawn”) was published in 1983.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/6272/Adonias-Filho?source=widget&id=2
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Murray Krieger

American literary critic 

Born Nov. 27, 1923, Newark, N.J., U.S. died Aug. 5, 2000, California 

American literary critic known for his studies of the special nature of the language of imaginative literature.

Krieger attended Rutgers University (1940–42), the University of Chicago (M.A., 1948), and Ohio State University (Ph.D., 1952). He taught at the Universities of Minnesota (1952–58) and Illinois (1958–63) before his appointment to the first American-chaired professorship in literary criticism, at the University of Iowa (1963–66). He also taught in the University of California system, and in 1967 he founded the influential School of Criticism and Theory while he was at the university’s Irvine campus. In 1987 he was the founding director of the University of California Humanities Research Institute.

Krieger believed that poetic language has a unique capacity to reveal vision and meaning, a capacity beyond the scope of everyday language. He set forth his philosophy of literature in The New Apologists for Poetry (1956), The Tragic Vision (1960), and The Classic Vision (1971), which were later published together as Visions of Extremity in Modern Literature (1973). Krieger was among the earliest literary critics to insist on the importance of literary theory; he also stated, in The Play and Place of Criticism (1967), that language provides order and meaning to human experience. Among his later works are Theory of Criticism: A Tradition and Its System (1976), Poetic Presence and Illusion (1979), Arts on the Level (1981), Words About Words About Words: Theory, Criticism, and the Literary Text (1988), A Reopening of Closure: Organicism Against Itself (1989), Ekphrasis: The Illusion of the Natural Sign (1992), The Ideological Imperative: Repression and Resistance in Recent American Theory (1993), and The Institution of Theory (1994).

For more information, please click the following link:
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Benigno Simeon Aquino, Jr.

Filipino politicianbyname Ninoy 
Born Nov. 27, 1932, Tarlac, Phil. died Aug. 21, 1983, Manila 

The chief opposition leader during the era of martial law in the Philippines (1972–81) under President Ferdinand E. Marcos. Aquino’s assassination in 1983 galvanized popular opposition to the Marcos government and brought his widow, Corazon, to the political forefront.

The grandson of a Philippine general and the son of a well-known politician and landowner, Aquino began his career as a journalist and then was elected mayor of Concepción in 1955, vice-governor of Tarlac province in 1959, governor of Tarlac province in 1961, Philippine senator in 1967, and national leader of the Liberal Party in 1968. Meanwhile, he had become wealthy through his marriage (1955) to the daughter of one of the largest landowners and manufacturers in the country.

Ostensibly planning to run for president in 1973, Aquino was thwarted in 1972 when President Marcos declared martial law; he spent the next eight years in prison, being sentenced to death in November 1977. In 1980 Marcos commuted the death sentence and allowed Aquino to go to the United States for heart-bypass surgery. Aquino remained there with his family for three years, receiving research grants from Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Two years after martial law was lifted in the Philippines, he flew home, intending to campaign in promised elections. He was shot in the head while leaving the airplane at Manila Airport under security guard.

Aquino’s death sparked widespread demonstrations charging government complicity in the act. An independent commission concluded in October 1984 that a military conspiracy led by the Philippine armed forces chief of staff, General Fabian C. Ver, was responsible for the assassination. Ver and 25 other suspected participants in the plot were acquitted of these charges by three Marcos-appointed judges in 1985.

For more information, please click the following link:
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Jimi Hendrix

American musicianbyname of James Marshall Hendrix, originally John Allen Hendrix 

Born Nov. 27, 1942, Seattle, Wash., U.S. died Sept. 18, 1970, London, Eng. 

American rock guitarist, singer, and composer who fused American traditions of blues, jazz, rock, and soul with techniques of British avant-garde rock to redefine the electric guitar in his own image.

Though his active career as a featured artist lasted a mere four years, Hendrix altered the course of popular music and became one of the most successful and influential musicians of his era. An instrumentalist who radically redefined the expressive potential and sonic palette of the electric guitar, he was the composer of a classic repertoire of songs ranging from ferocious rockers to delicate, complex ballads. He also was the most charismatic in-concert performer of his generation. Moreover, he was a visionary who collapsed the genre boundaries of rock, soul, blues, and jazz and an iconic figure whose appeal linked the concerns of white hippies and black revolutionaries by clothing black anger in the colourful costumes of London’s Carnaby Street.

A former paratrooper whose honourable medical discharge exempted him from service in the Vietnam War, Hendrix spent the early 1960s working as a freelance accompanist for a variety of musicians, both famous and obscure. His unorthodox style and penchant for playing at high volume, however, limited him to subsistence-level work until he was discovered in a small New York City club and brought to England in August 1966. Performing alongside two British musicians, bassist Noel Redding and drummer Mitch Mitchell, he stunned London’s clubland with his instrumental virtuosity and extroverted showmanship, numbering members of the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and the Who among his admirers. It proved a lot easier for him to learn their tricks than it was for them to learn his.

Hendrix had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the musical roots on which the cutting-edge rock of his time was based, but, thanks to his years on the road with the likes of Little Richard and the Isley Brothers, he also had hands-on experience of the cultural and social worlds in which those roots had developed and a great admiration for the work of Bob Dylan, the Beatles, and the Yardbirds. Speedily adapting the current musical and sartorial fashions of late 1966 London to his own needs, he was soon able not only to match the likes of the Who at their own high-volume, guitar-smashing game but also to top them with what rapidly became the hottest-ticket show in town.

By November his band, the Jimi Hendrix Experience, had their first Top Ten single, “Hey Joe.” Two more hits, “Purple Haze” and “The Wind Cries Mary,” followed before their first album, Are You Experienced?, was released in the summer of 1967, when it was second in impact only to the Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. Its immediate successor, Axis: Bold as Love, followed that December. On Paul McCartney’s recommendation, Hendrix was flown to California for a scene-stealing appearance at the Monterey Pop Festival, which rendered him a sensation in his homeland less than a year after his departure.

Relocating back to the United States in 1968, he enjoyed further acclaim with the sprawling, panoramic double album Electric Ladyland, but the second half of his career proved frustrating. Legal complications from an old contract predating his British sojourn froze his recording royalties, necessitating constant touring to pay his bills; and his audiences were reluctant to allow him to progress beyond the musical blueprint of his earliest successes. He was on the verge of solving both these problems when he died of an overdose of barbiturates, leaving behind a massive stockpile of works-in-progress that were eventually edited and completed by others.

For Hendrix, the thunderous drama of his hard rock band was but a fraction of what he aspired to: he wanted to compose more complex music for larger ensembles, rather than simply to improvise endlessly in front of a rhythm section for audiences waiting for him to smash or burn his guitar. Nevertheless, in his all-too-brief career, he managed to combine and extend the soaring improvisational transcendence of John Coltrane, the rhythmic virtuosity of James Brown, the bluesy intimacy of John Lee Hooker, the lyrical aesthetic of Bob Dylan, the bare-knuckle onstage aggression of the Who, and the hallucinatory studio fantasias of the Beatles. Hendrix’s work provides a continuing source of inspiration to successive generations of musicians to whom he remains a touchstone for emotional honesty, technological innovation, and an all-inclusive vision of cultural and social brotherhood.
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