



Olympics at a glance since 1896

The 2012 Summer Olympics were scheduled to be held in London and the 2016 in Rio de Janeiro.
The Winter Olympics were scheduled to be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, in 2010 and in Sochi, Russia, in 2014.

According to historical records, the first ancient Olympic Games can be traced back to 776 BC. They were dedicated to the Olympian gods and were staged on the ancient plains of Olympia. They continued for nearly 12 centuries, until Emperor Theodosius decreed in 393 A.D. that all such "pagan cults" be banned.

Olympia

Olympia, the site of the ancient Olympic Games, is in the western part of the Peloponnese which, according to Greek mythology, is the island of "Pelops", the founder of the Olympic Games. Imposing temples, votive buildings, elaborate shrines and ancient sporting facilities were combined in a site of unique natural and mystical beauty. Olympia functioned as a meeting place for worship and other religious and political practices as early as the 10th century B.C. The central part of Olympia was dominated by the majestic temple of Zeus, with the temple of Hera parallel to it.  

The Games and religion

The Olympic Games were closely linked to the religious festivals of the cult of Zeus, but were not an integral part of a rite. Indeed, they had a secular character and aimed to show the physical qualities and evolution of the performances accomplished by young people, as well as encouraging good relations between the cities of Greece. According to specialists, the Olympic Games owed their purity and importance to religion.

Victory Ceremonies

The Olympic victor received his first awards immediately after the competition. Following the announcement of the winner's name by the herald, a Hellanodikis (Greek judge) would place a palm branch in his hands, while the spectators cheered and threw flowers to him. Red ribbons were tied on his head and hands as a mark of victory. 

The official award ceremony would take place on the last day of the Games, at the elevated vestibule of the temple of Zeus. In a loud voice, the herald would announce the name of the Olympic winner, his father's name, and his homeland. Then, the Hellanodikis placed the sacred olive tree wreath, or kotinos, on the winner's head.

Revival of the Olympics

The ideas and work of several people led to the creation of the modern Olympics. The best-known architect of the modern Games was Pierre, baron de Coubertin, born in Paris on New Year’s Day, 1863. Family tradition pointed to an army career or possibly politics, but at age 24 Coubertin decided that his future lay in education, especially physical education. In 1890 he traveled to England to meet Dr. William Penny Brookes, who had written some articles on education that attracted the Frenchman’s attention. Brookes also had tried for decades to revive the ancient Olympic Games, getting the idea from a series of modern Greek Olympiads held in Athens starting in 1859. The Greek Olympics were founded by Evangelis Zappas, who, in turn, got the idea from Panagiotis Soutsos, a Greek poet who was the first to call for a modern revival and began to promote the idea in 1833. Brookes’s first British Olympiad, held in London in 1866, was successful, with many spectators and good athletes in attendance. But his subsequent attempts met with less success and were beset by public apathy and opposition from rival sporting groups. Rather than give up, in the 1880s Brookes began to argue for the founding of international Olympics in Athens.

When Coubertin sought to confer with Brookes about physical education, Brookes talked more about Olympic revivals and showed him documents relating to both the Greek and the British Olympiads. He also showed Coubertin newspaper articles reporting his own proposal for international Olympic Games. On November 25, 1892, at a meeting of the Union des Sports Athlétiques in Paris, with no mention of Brookes or these previous modern Olympiads, Coubertin himself advocated the idea of reviving the Olympic Games, and he propounded his desire for a new era in international sport when he said:

Let us export our oarsmen, our runners, our fencers into other lands. That is the true Free Trade of the future; and the day it is introduced into Europe the cause of Peace will have received a new and strong ally.

He then asked his audience to help him in “the splendid and beneficent task of reviving the Olympic Games.” The speech did not produce any appreciable activity, but Coubertin reiterated his proposal for an Olympic revival in Paris in June 1894 at a conference on international sport attended by 79 delegates representing 49 organizations from 9 countries. Coubertin himself wrote that, except for his coworkers Dimítrios Vikélas of Greece, who was to be the first president of the International Olympic Committee, and Professor William M. Sloane of the United States, from the College of New Jersey (later Princeton University), no one had any real interest in the revival of the Games. Nevertheless, and to quote Coubertin again, “a unanimous vote in favour of revival was rendered at the end of the Congress chiefly to please me.”

It was at first agreed that the Games should be held in Paris in 1900. Six years seemed a long time to wait, however, and it was decided (how and by whom remains obscure) to change the venue to Athens and the date to April 1896. A great deal of indifference, if not opposition, had to be overcome, including a refusal by the Greek prime minister to stage the Games at all. But when a new prime minister took office, Coubertin and Vikélas were able to carry their point, and the Games were opened by the king of Greece in the first week of April 1896, on Greek Independence Day.

International Olympic Committee presidents 

 Dimítrios Vikélas  - Greece  - 1894-96 

Pierre, baron de Coubertin  - France  -  1896-1925 Henri, 

comte de Baillet-Latour  - Belgium  - 1925-42 

J. Sigfrid Edström  - Sweden  - 1946-52 

Avery Brundage  - United States  - 1952-72 

Michael Morris, Lord Killanin  - Ireland  - 1972-80 

Juan António Samaranch  - Spain -  1980-2001 

Jacques Rogge Belgium  - 2001 - present
Sites of the modern Olympic Games

	Year
	Summer Games
	Winter Games

	1896
	Athens
	--

	1900
	Paris
	---

	1904
	St. Louis, Mo., U.S.
	---

	1908
	London
	---

	1912
	Stockholm
	----

	1916
	---
	---

	1920
	Antwerp, Belg.
	----

	1924
	Paris
	Chamonix, France

	1928
	Amsterdam
	St. Moritz, Switz.

	1932
	Los Angeles
	Lake Placid, N.Y., U.S.

	1936 
	Berlin
	Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Ger.

	1940
	----
	---

	1944
	---
	----

	1948
	London
	St. Moritz, Switz.

	Year
	Summer Games
	Winter Games

	1952
	Helsinki, Fin.
	Oslo, Nor.

	1956
	Melbourne, Austl.
	Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy

	1960
	Rome
	Squaw Valley, Calif., U.S.

	1964
	Tokyo
	Innsbruck, Austria

	Year
	Summer Games
	Winter Games

	1968
	Mexico City
	Grenoble, France

	1972
	Munich, W.Ger.
	Sapporo, Japan

	1976
	Montreal
	Innsbruck, Austria

	1980
	Moscow
	Lake Placid, N.Y., U.S.

	1984 
	Los Angeles
	Sarajevo, Yugos.

	1988
	Seoul, S.Kor.
	Calgary, Alta., Can.

	1992
	Barcelona, Spain
	Albertville, France

	1994 
	---
	Lillehammer, Nor.

	1996
	Atlanta, Ga., U.S.
	---

	1998
	----
	Nagano, Japan

	2000
	Sydney, Austl.
	----

	2002
	----
	Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.

	2004 
	Athens
	----

	2006
	---
	Turin, Italy

	2008 
	Beijing
	----

	2010
	-----
	Vancouver, B.C., Can.

	2012 
	London
	---

	2014
	----
	Sochi, Russia

	2016
	Rio de Janeiro
	---


The Winter Games were not held until 1924.
Games were not held during World War I and World War II.
From 1992 the Summer and Winter Games were held on a staggered two-year schedule.
For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/428005/Olympic-Games
To know all the Olympic medalists since 1896, please click the following link:
http://www.olympic.org/en/content/All-Olympic-results-since-1896/
******

