Obama puts ’Hagen blame on India, China

The blame game between countries on the Copenhagen climate accord reached fever-pitch on Thursday with US President Barack Obama hinting that China and India had been reluctant to engage in the final round of talks at the Danish capital.
 After other European leaders had tried to put the blame for a weak deal on China, the increasing acrimonious statements diverted attention from the fact that the Copenhagen Accord, even if not accepted by the UN, had become the new template for the series of negotiations to be held in 2010. Obama in a television interview said that the deal had been sculpted “at a point when there was going to be complete breakdown, the Indian Prime Minister was heading to the airport, the Chinese representatives were essentially skipping negotiations...”
In the past few days, most of the big players in the negotiations tried to blame the others in order to reduce criticism from domestic lobbies but none of them have admitted that the Copenhagen Accord has now become as the Indian environment minister said to the media—’the fourth animal to contend with’ after the UN Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Bali Action Plan of 2007. It has become another basis for the fleshing out of a larger and more comprehensive agreement in 2010 between all the 192 member countries of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
    
While the Accord has only been ‘noted’ by the UN convention and not accepted by all countries (which can only be done by consensus), it has been put up for signing and already has the backing of some of the most influential countries in the climate game.
The document, wrangled over in the last hours of the extended jamboree, has come up with enough ambiguity to be interpreted by each country to its favour.
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