Novak Djokovic is the 2012 Champion of Australian Open
Novak Djokovic wore down Rafael Nadal in the longest Grand Slam singles final in the history of professional tennis on 29.01.2012, winning 5-7, 6-4, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 7-5 after 5 hours, 53 minutes to claim his third Australian Open title.

Djokovic sealed victory and became the fifth man since the Open Era began in 1968 to win three straight Grand Slam finals.

The 24-year-old Djokovic tore off his shirt in celebration after one of the most dramatic finals in the history of the game. He went to his support camp and repeatedly thumped the side of the arena in delight and relief.

Djokovic’s win mantained his mastery of Nadal, who has lost seven straight finals against the Serb since March last year.

In the most devastating of circumstances, Nadal became the first man in the Open Era to lose three straight major finals. He lost in four sets to Djokovic at last year’s Wimbledon and U.S. Open.

After coming from 5-3 down to win the fourth-set tiebreaker, Nadal was up a break at 4-2 in the fifth set against Djokovic, who seemed to be tiring.

But the No. 1-ranked Djokovic, who needed almost five hours to win his semifinal against Andy Murray, somehow responded. He broke for a 6-5 lead and saved a break point before finally claiming the win.

The previous longest major singles final was Mats Wilander’s win over Ivan Lendl at the U.S. Open in 1988, which lasted 4 hours, 54 minutes.

The longest Australian Open final also involved Wilander in 1988, when the Swede beat Pat Cash.

Profile: Novak Djokovic
Born on May 22, 1987, Belgrade, Yugoslavia [now in Serbia]), Serbian tennis player who was one of the game’s premier performers in the early 21st century, when he won four Grand Slam titles.

Djokovic took up tennis at age four and quickly ascended the junior ranks. Despite the hardships that came with growing up in the war-torn Serbia of the 1990s, he became Europe’s top-ranked 14-and-under player and later the number one 16-and-under player on the continent before turning professional in 2003. Djokovic entered the top 100 of the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) at age 18, and in July 2006 he won his first ATP event. After advancing to the semifinals at both the 2007 French Open and Wimbledon, he reached the finals of that year’s U.S. Open but lost in straight sets to Roger Federer. Djokovic’s hot play continued into 2008 as he won the first Grand Slam tournament of the year, the Australian Open, becoming the first Serbian man to win one of tennis’s four most prestigious singles championships.

Djokovic’s progress plateaued for almost three years, as he won just 10 ATP men’s singles tournaments and reached only one Grand Slam final (the 2010 U.S. Open) between February 2008 and the end of 2010. His fortunes turned in December 2010 when he led the Serbian Davis Cup team to the country’s first Davis Cup title. His Davis Cup victories marked the beginning of a 43-match winning steak—the third longest such streak in the Open era (since 1968)—which included a second Australian Open title in January 2011. Djokovic’s remarkable streak ended with a French Open semifinal loss to Federer, but his strong play helped him rise to the number one world ranking shortly after he defeated Rafael Nadal to capture the 2011 Wimbledon championship. Djokovic later defeated Nadal in the U.S. Open final to win his third Grand Slam title of the year.

Australian Open, one of the world’s major tennis championships (the first of the four annual Grand Slam events), held at the National Tennis Centre at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Australia.

Started by the Lawn Tennis Association of Australasia (later, of Australia), the first tournament for men was held in 1905 and the first for women in 1922. The site rotated between Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide until 1988, when the tournament was permanently settled at the hard courts of Flinders Park, which was renamed Melbourne Park in 1996. (The switch to hard courts in 1988 left Wimbledon the sole major grass-court tournament in professional tennis.) Although Australians often dominated the field of tennis internationally, the Australian tournament for many years suffered from the reluctance of overseas players to travel the long distance to compete, a situation largely remedied with the advent of jet travel. The tournament is played in January.

	Australian Open Tennis Championships—singles

	year
	men
	women

	1905
	R. Heath (Austl.)
	

	1906
	T. Wilding (N.Z.)
	

	1907
	H. Rice (Austl.)
	

	1908
	F. Alexander (U.S.)
	

	1909
	T. Wilding (N.Z.)
	

	1910
	R. Heath (Austl.)
	

	1911
	N. Brookes (Austl.)
	

	1912
	J.C. Parke (U.K.)
	

	1913
	E.F. Parker (Austl.)
	

	1914
	P. O’Hara Wood (Austl.)
	

	1915
	F.G. Lowe (U.K.)
	

	1916–18
	no competition
	

	1919
	A.R.F. Kingscote (U.K.)
	

	1920
	P. O’Hara Wood
	

	1921
	R. Gemmell (Austl.)
	

	1922
	J. Anderson (Austl.)
	M. Molesworth (Austl.)

	1923
	P. O’Hara Wood (Austl.)
	M. Molesworth (Austl.)

	1924
	J. Anderson (Austl.)
	S. Lance (Austl.)

	1925
	J. Anderson (Austl.)
	D. Akhurst (Austl.)

	1926
	J. Hawkes (Austl.)
	D. Akhurst (Austl.)

	1927
	G. Patterson (Austl.)
	E. Boyd (Austl.)

	1928
	J. Borotra (Fr.)
	D. Akhurst (Austl.)

	1929
	J.C. Gregory (U.K.)
	D. Akhurst (Austl.)

	1930
	E.F. Moon (Austl.)
	D. Akhurst (Austl.)

	1931
	J. Crawford (Austl.)
	C. Buttsworth (Austl.)

	1932
	J. Crawford (Austl.)
	C. Buttsworth (Austl.)

	1933
	J. Crawford (Austl.)
	J. Hartigan (Austl.)

	1934
	F. Perry (U.K.)
	J. Hartigan (Austl.)

	1935
	J. Crawford (Austl.)
	D. Round (U.K.)

	1936
	A. Quist (Austl.)
	J. Hartigan (Austl.)

	1937
	V. McGrath (Austl.)
	N. Wynne (Austl.)

	1938
	D. Budge (U.S.)
	D. Bundy (U.S.)

	1939
	J. Bromwich (Austl.)
	E. Westacott (Austl.)

	1940
	A. Quist (Austl.)
	N. Wynne (Austl.)

	1941–45
	no competition
	

	1946
	J. Bromwich (Austl.)
	N. Wynne Bolton (Austl.)

	1947
	D. Pails (Austl.)
	N. Bolton (Austl.)

	1948
	A. Quist (Austl.)
	N. Bolton (Austl.)

	1949
	F. Sedgman (Austl.)
	D. Hart (U.S.)

	1950
	F. Sedgman (Austl.)
	L. Brough (U.S.)

	1951
	D. Savitt (U.S.)
	N. Bolton (Austl.)

	1952
	K. McGregor (Austl.)
	T. Long (Austl.)

	1953
	K. Rosewall (Austl.)
	M.C. Connolly (U.S.)

	1954
	M. Rose (Austl.)
	T. Long (Austl.)

	1955
	K. Rosewall (Austl.)
	B. Penrose (Austl.)

	1956
	L. Hoad (Austl.)
	M. Carter (Austl.)

	1957
	A. Cooper (Austl.)
	S. Fry (U.S.)

	1958
	A. Cooper (Austl.)
	A. Mortimer (U.K.)

	1959
	A. Olmedo (Peru)
	M. Carter Reitano (Austl.)

	1960
	R. Laver (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1961
	R. Emerson (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1962
	R. Laver (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1963
	R. Emerson (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1964
	R. Emerson (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1965
	R. Emerson (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1966
	R. Emerson (Austl.)
	M. Smith (Austl.)

	1967
	R. Emerson (Austl.)
	N. Richey (U.S.)

	1968
	B. Bowrey (Austl.)
	B.J. King (U.S.)

	1969
	R. Laver (Austl.)
	M. Smith Court (Austl.)

	1970
	A. Ashe (U.S.)
	M. Smith Court (Austl.)

	1971
	K. Rosewall (Austl.)
	M. Smith Court (Austl.)

	1972
	K. Rosewall (Austl.)
	V. Wade (U.K.)

	1973
	J. Newcombe (Austl.)
	M. Smith Court (Austl.)

	1974
	J. Connors (U.S.)
	E. Goolagong (Austl.)

	1975
	J. Newcombe (Austl.)
	E. Goolagong (Austl.)

	1976
	M. Edmondson (Austl.)
	E. Goolagong Cawley (Austl.)

	1977 (Jan.)
	R. Tanner (U.S.)
	K. Reid (Austl.)

	1977 (Dec.)
	V. Gerulaitis (U.S.)
	E. Goolagong Cawley (Austl.)

	1978
	G. Vilas (Arg.)
	C. O’Neill (Austl.)

	1979
	G. Vilas (Arg.)
	B. Jordan (U.S.)

	1980
	B. Teacher (U.S.)
	H. Mandlikova (Czech.)

	1981
	J. Kriek (S.Af.)
	M. Navratilova (U.S.)

	1982
	J. Kriek (S.Af.)
	C. Evert Lloyd (U.S.)

	1983
	M. Wilander (Swed.)
	M. Navratilova (U.S.)

	1984
	M. Wilander (Swed.)
	C. Evert Lloyd (U.S.)

	1985
	S. Edberg (Swed.)
	M. Navratilova (U.S.)

	1986
	no competition*
	

	1987
	S. Edberg (Swed.)
	H. Mandlikova (Czech.)

	1988
	M. Wilander (Swed.)
	S. Graf (W.Ger.)

	1989
	I. Lendl (Czech.)
	S. Graf (W.Ger.)

	1990
	I. Lendl (Czech.)
	S. Graf (W.Ger.)

	1991
	B. Becker (Ger.)
	M. Seles (Yugos.)

	1992
	J. Courier (U.S.)
	M. Seles (Yugos.)

	1993
	J. Courier (U.S.)
	M. Seles (Yugos.)

	1994
	P. Sampras (U.S.)
	S. Graf (Ger.)

	1995
	A. Agassi (U.S.)
	M. Pierce (Fr.)

	1996
	B. Becker (Ger.)
	M. Seles (U.S.)

	1997
	P. Sampras (U.S.)
	M. Hingis (Switz.)

	1998
	P. Korda (Cz.Rep.)
	M. Hingis (Switz.)

	1999
	Ye. Kafelnikov (Russia)
	M. Hingis (Switz.)

	2000
	A. Agassi (U.S.)
	L. Davenport (U.S.)

	2001
	A. Agassi (U.S.)
	J. Capriati (U.S.)

	2002
	T. Johansson (Swed.)
	J. Capriati (U.S.)

	2003
	A. Agassi (U.S.)
	S. Williams (U.S.)

	2004
	R. Federer (Switz.)
	J. Henin-Hardenne (Belg.)

	2005
	M. Safin (Russia)
	S. Williams (U.S.)

	2006
	R. Federer (Switz.)
	A. Mauresmo (Fr.)

	2007
	R. Federer (Switz.)
	S. Williams (U.S.)

	2008
	N. Djokovic (Serbia)
	M. Sharapova (Russia)

	2009
	R. Nadal (Spain)
	S. Williams (U.S.)

	2010
	R. Federer (Switz.)
	S. Williams (U.S.)

	2011
	N. Djokovic (Serbia)
	K. Clijsters (Belg.)

	

	2012                       N. Djokovic (Serbia)
*No tournament was held in 1986, as the date of the event was changed from December to January.
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