National and International Awards and Honours - 2009

Padma Awards


Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) Chairman G Madhavan Nair, Sister Nirmala of the Kolkata-based Missionaries of Charity, Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Anil Kakodkar, noted environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna and Ashok G Ganguly, a member of the Prime Minister’s Council on Trade and Industry were on January 25, 2009, chosen for the Padma Vibhushan awards for 2009.


Padma Bhushanhas been awarded to technocrat and chairman of the National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda, journalist Shekhar gupta, historian Ramachandra Guha, Lt General (retd) Satish Nambiar and Olympic gold medalist Abhinav Bindra among others.


Other eminent personalities who will be conferred the Padma awards include cricketer and team India skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Bollywood stars Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Akshay Kumar, Helen, compose Hridaynath Mageshkar and singers Kumar Sanu, Udit Narayan and Penaz Masani-all Padma Shri.


A total of 133 Padma awards were announced-10 Padma Vibhusan, 30 Padma Bhushan and 93 Padma Shri.

PADMA VIBHUSHAN (10):

· Dr. Chandrika Prasad Srivastava, Civil Service (Maharashtra)

· Sunderlal Bahuguna, Environment Conservation (Uttarakhand)

· Prof. D.P. Chattopadhyaya, Literature & Education (West Bengal)

· Prof. Jasbir Singh Bajaj, Medicine (Punjab)

· Dr. Purshottam Lal, Medicine (Uttar Pradesh)

· Govind Narain, Public Affairs (Uttar Pradesh)

· Dr. Anil Kakodkar, Science & Engineering (Maharashtra)

· G. Madhvan Nair, Science & Engineering (Karnataka)

· Sister Nirmala, Social Work (West Bengal)

· Dr. A.S. Ganguly, Trade & Industry (Maharashtra)


PADMA BHUSHAN (30)

·      Shri G. Sivarama Krishna Murthy alias Krishna, Art (Andhra Pradesh)

·      Prof. Ramanlal C. Mehta, Art (Gujarat)

·      Shamshad Begam, Art (Maharashtra)

·      V.P. Dhananjayan and Smt Shanta Dhananjayan (Duo), Art (Tamil Nadu)

·      Dr. Vidyanathan Ganapathi Sthapati, Art (Tamil Nadu)

·      Shri S.K. Misra, Civil Service (Haryana)

·      Shri Shekhar Gupta, Journalism (Delhi)

·      Prof. Alappat sreedhara Menon, Literature & Education Kerala)

·      Shri C.K. Prahlad, Literature & Education (NRI/PIO)

·      D. Jayakanthan, literature & Education (Tamil Nadu)

·      Dr. (Smt) Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Literature & Education  (Delhi)

·      Shri Kunwar Narain, Literature & Education (Delhi)

·      Prof. Minoru Hara, Literature & Education (Foreigner)

·      Shri Ramachandra Guhu, Literature & Education (Karnataka)

·      Dr. Brijendra Kumar Rao, Medicine (Delhi)

·     Vaidya Devendra Triguna, Medicine (Delhi)

·     Dr. Khalid Hameed, Medicine (NRI/PIO)

·     Lt. Gen (Retd.) Satish Nambiar, National Security Affairs (Delhi)

·     Dr. (Smt) Inderjit Kaur Barthakur, Public Affairs (Meghalaya)

·     Dr. Kirit Shantilal Parikh, Public Affairs (Delhi)

·     Dr. Bhakta R. Rath, Science & Engineering (NRI/PIO)

·     Shri Conjeevaram Srirangachari Seshadri, Science & Engineering (Tamil Nadu)

·     Dr. Gurdip Singh Randhawa, Science & Engineering (Delhi)

·     Shri Sam Pitroda, Science & Engineering (Delhi)

·     Prof. Sarvagya Singh Katiyar, Science & Engineering (Uttar Pradesh)

·     Prof. Thomas Kailath, Science & Engineering (NRI/PIO)

·     Dr. Naganath Nayakawadi, Social Work (Maharashtra)

·     Dr. (Smt) Sarojini Varadappan, Social Work (Tamil Nadu)

·     Shri Abhinav Bindra, Sports (Punjab)

·     Shri Anil Manibhal Naik, Trade & Industry (Maharashtra)

PADMA SHRI (93)

·      Shri Thilakan, Art (Kerala)

·      Shri A. Vivekh, Art (Tamil Nadu)

·      Smt. Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Art (Maharashtra)

·      Shri Akshay Kumar, Art (Maharashtra)

·      Dr. (Ms) Ameena Ahmed Ahuja, Art (Delhi)

·      Smt. Aruna Sairam, Art (Tamil Nadu)

·      Smt. Devayani Chaymotty, Art (Foreigner)

·      Ms. Geeta Kapur, Art (Delhi)

·      Shri Govind Ram Nirmalkar, Art (Chhattisgarh)

· Shri Gurumayum Gourakishor Sharma, Art (Manipur)

· Hashmat Ullah Khan, Art (Jammu & Kashmir)

· Smt. Helan Khan, Art (Maharashtra)

· Smt. Hemi Bawa, Art (Delhi)

· Pandit Hridaynath Mageshkar, Art (Maharashtra)

·  Shri Iravatham Mahadevan, Art (Tamil Nadu)

· Shri K.P. Udayabhanu, Art (Kerala)

· Dr. Kanneganti Brahmanandam, Art (Andhra Pradesh)

· Prof. Kiran Seth, Art (Delhi)

· Kumar Sanu Bhattacharjee, Art (Maharashtra)

· Dr. Leela Omchery, Art (Delhi)

· Shri Mattannoor Sankarankutty Marar, Art (Kerala)

· Shri Niranjan Goswami, Art (West Bengal)

· Bahi Nirmal Singh Khalsa, Art (Punjab)

· Ms. Penaz Masani, Art (Maharashtra)

· Shri Prakash N. Dubey, Art (Maharashtra)

· Dr. Pratapaditya Pal, Art (NRI/PIO)

· Shri Ram Kishore Chhipa, Art (Rajasthan)

· Smt. Saoli Mitra, Art (West Bengal)

· Late Shri Skendrowell Syiemlieh (Posthumous), Art (Meghalaya)

· Dr. Subrahmanyam Krishnaswamy, Art (Tamil Nadu)

· Shri Suresh Dutta, Art (West Bengal)

· Late Shri Tafazzul Ali (Posthumous), Art (Assam)

· Shri Udit Narayan, Art (Maharashtra)

· Shri Vadakka Manalath Govindan Alias Kalamandalam Gopi, Art (Kerala)

· Shri S. B. Ghosh Dastidar, Civil Service (Haryana)

· Shri Amen Sayani, Commentary &Broadcasting (Maharashtra)

· Shri Abhay Chhajlani, Journalism (Madhya Pradesh)

· Dr. A. Sankara Reddy, Literature & Education (Delhi)

· Shri Alok Mehta, Literature & Education (Delhi)

· Dr. Bannanje Govindacharya, Literature & Education (Karnataka)

· Dr. Birendranath Data, Literature & Education (Assam)

· Prof. Geshe Ngawang Samten, Literature & Education (Foreigner)

· Prof. Jalees Ahmed Khan Tareen, Literature & Education (Puducherry)

· Shri Jayanta Mahapatra, Literature & Education (Orissa)

· Dr. John Ralston Marr, Literature & Education (Foreigner)

· Shri Lalthangfala Sailo, Literature & Education (Mizoram)

· Shri Laxman Bapu Mane, Literature & Education (Maharashtra)

· Dr. Mathoor Krishnamurty, Literature & Education (Karnataka)

· Shri Norden Tshering, Literature & Education (Sikkim)

· Dr. Panchapakesa Jayaraman, Literature & Education (NRI/PIO)

· Prof. Ram Shankar Tripathi, Literature & Education (Uttar Pradesh)

· Prof. Ranbir Chander Sobti, Literature & Education (Chandigarh)

· Dr. Ravindra Nath Srivastava, Literature & Education (Bihar)

· Shri Shamsur Rahman (Faruqi, Literature & Education (Uttar Pradesh)

· Smt. Shashi Deshpande, Literature & Education (Karnataka)

· Shri Sunny Varkey, Literature & Education (NRI/PIO)

· Shri Suresh Gundu Amonkar, Literature & Education (Goa)

· Dr. Utpal K Banerjee, Literature & Education (Delhi)

· Dr. A. K. Gupta, Medicine (Maharashtra)

· Dr. Alampur Saibaba Goud, Medicine  (Andhra Pradesh)

· Dr. Arvind Lal, Medicine (Delhi)

· Dr. Ashok K. Vaid, Medicine (Delhi)

· Dr. Ashok Kumar Grover, Medicine (Delhi)

· Dr. Balswarup Choubey, Medicine (Maharashtra)

· Dr. D.S. Rana, Medicine (Himachal Pradesh)

· Dr. Govindan Vijaraghavan, Medicine (Kerala)

· Dr. Kalian Banerjee, Medicine (Delhi)

· Shri P.R. Krishna Kumar, Medicine (Tamil Nadu)

· Dr. Sivaraaman, Medicine (Tamil Nadu)

· Dr. Shaik Kahder Noorden, Medicine (Tamil Nadu)

· Prof. Thanikachalam Sadagopan, Medicine (Tamil Nadu)

· Dr. Yash Gulati, Medicine (Delhi)

· Shri K. Asungba Sangtam, Public Affairs (Nagaland)

· Dr. (Ms) Shamlha Pappu, Public Affairs (Delhi)

· Prof. Syed Iqbal Hasnain, Research on Himalayan Glaciers (Delhi)

· Shri Goriparthi Narasimha Raju Yadav, Science & Engineering (Andhra Pradesh)

· Prof. Pramod Tendon, Science & Engineering (Meghalaya)

· Shri Bansilal Rathi, Social Work (Madhya Pradesh)

· Begum Bilkees I. Latif, Social Work (Andhra Pradesh)

· Shri Cheril Krishna Menon, Social Work (NRI/POI)

· Rev. Fr. Joshph H. Pereira, Social Work (Maharashtra)

· Shri K. Viswanathan, Social Work (Kerala)

· Ms. Keepu Tshering Lepcha, Social Work (Sikkim)

· Prof. Shyam Sunder Maheshwari, Social Work (Rajasthan)

· Shri Sunil Kanti Roy, Social Work (West Bengal)

· Shri Balbir Singh Khullar, Sports (Punjab)

· Shri Harbhajan Singh, Sports ( Punjab)

· Shri Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Sports (Jharkhand)

· Shri Pankaj Advani, Sports (Karnataka)

· Shri Surinder Mehta, Technology Solutions (Delhi)

· Shri Arumugam Sakthivel, Trade & Industry (Tamil Nadu)

· Dr. Bavaguthu Raghuram Shetty, Trade & Industry (NRI/PIO)

· Shri R.K. Krishna Kumar, Trade & Industry (Maharashtra)

55th NATIONAL FILM AWARDS: 
Priyadarshan directed Kanchivaram, a Tamil film on the silk weaver community of Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu, has

Bagged the top honours at the 55th National Film Awards for 2007, winning the awards for Best Feature Film and Best Actor for main protagonist Prakash Raj.



Hindi films like Chak De! India, Taare Zameen Par, Gandhi My Father and Jab We Met also picked up several awards that were announced by the Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry on September 7, 2009.



Shah Rukh Khan starrer Chak De! India was declared the Best Popular Film providing wholesome entertainment, while Taare Zameen Par directed and produced by superstar Aamir Khan was adjudged the Best Film on Family Welfare.


Taare Zameen Par also fetched Shankar Mahadevan and Prasoon Joshi the awards for Best male Playback Singer and Best Lyricist respectively. The Best Female playback singer award was won by Shreya Ghoshal for ‘Jab We met’.


The Best Actress award was bestowed on Umashree for her portrayal of a wronged woman from a minority community in the Kannada film Gulabi Talkies that also won the award for the Best Feature Film in Kannada language.


Veteran filmmaker Adoor Gopalakrishnan won the Best Director award for Malayalam film Naalu Pennungal.


Critically acclaimed Hindi film Dharm, which was a strong contender for India’s official entry at the Oscars, bagged the Nargis Dutt Award for Best Feature Film on National Integration.


Hind film Frozen bagged the Indira Gandhi Award for Best First Film of a Director for Shivajee Chandrabhushan, and Best Cinematography Award for Shankar Raman.


Dharshan Jariwala who played the role of Mahatma Gandhi in Gandhi My Father won the Best Supporting Actor award. This film also picked up the Special Jury Award for throwing light on a relatively unknown aspect of the Father of the Nation and his stormy relationship with his son. It also secured the Best Screenplay Award for Feroz Abbas Khan who also directed the film.


Shefali Shah won the Best Supporting Actress award for the English film the Last Lear that is also the Best Feature film in English.


The Best Choreography award went to the Shahid Kapur and Kareena Kapoor starrer hit film Jab We Met.


Hindhi film Foto won the Best Children’s Film award, and Sharad Goekar was declared the Best Child Artist for his role in the Marathi film Tingya.


Another Shah Rukh Khan film Om Shanti Om won the Best Art Direction Award for Sabu Cyril.


Hindi film Antardwandwa was declared the Best Film on Social Issues for exposing the “marriages for sale” racket.


Apart from winning the Best Audiography award, the Hindi film 1971 was adjudged the Best Feature Film in Hindi.


Rajnikant starrer Sivaji won the award for Best Special Effects.


The Best Feature Film in the languages specified in the VIII schedule of the Constitution are : Ballygunge Court (Bengali), Ore Kadal (Malayalam), Nirop (Marathi) and Periyar (Tamil).


From Raj to Swaraj : The Non-Fiction Film in India authored by B.D. Garga won the Best Book on Cinema award.


In the non-feature film category, the best film award went to ‘Hope dies Last IN War’ (Hindi/English) by director Supriyo Sen While best director award went to Jayaraj for ‘Vellapokathil.’ ‘The Journalist and a Jihadi’ took the best investigative film award and the special jury award was a tie between the Bengali film ‘Bhultir Khero’ and ‘Poomaram’ (Malayalam).


The jury considered 102 feature and 106 non-feature films before it made its selection.

AWARDS AT A GLANCE:

· Best Feature Film : Kanchivaram (Tamil)

· Best Actor : Prakash Raj (Kanchivaram)

· Best Actress : Umashree (Gulabi Talkies)

· Best Director : Adoor Gopalakrishnan (Naalu Penungal, Malayalam)

· Best Film on Family Welfare : Taare Zameen Par

· Best Lyricist : Prasoon Joshi (Taare Zameen Par)

· Best Playback Singer : Shankar Mahadevan (Taare Zameen Par)

· Best Film in Overall Entertainment : Chak De! India

· Best Screenplay :  Feroz Abbas Khan (Gandhi My Father)

· Special Jury Award : Anil Kapoor (Gandhi My Father)

· Best Supporting Actor : Darshan Zariwala (Gandhi My Father)

· Best Supporting Actress : Shefali Shah (The Last Lear)

GODFREY PHILLIPS BRAVERY AWARDS: 
Brave hearts sharing a common passion for helping people in distress even at the risk of their life were

honoured with Godfrey Phillips Bravery Awards-2009 on September 11, 2009.


In the physical bravery category, Chintan Joshi of Maharashtra was posthumously awarded a gold medal. Subhash Swain of Orissa and Talib Hussain of Tamil Nadu were posthumously awarded silver and bronze medals respectively in the same category. Prakash Muralidhar Amte and Mandakini Amte were honoured with the Social Lifetime Achievement Award for their commitment to improving the lives of the Madia Gond Trial people of Maharashtra.


Sushree Yashoda Palan, who despite becoming a victim of rheumatoid arthritis has made a career out of writing books in Gujarati, was presented the Mind of Steel Award.


The Amodhini Award was conferred on economist Chetna GalaSinha for her extensive work on empowering women through micro-finance in rural Maharashtra.


In the Acts of Social Courage category, non-government organization APJVPS/Ashray from Andhra Pradesh got the gold, Delhi activist Pratibha Devi the silver and Parmaben Sawa from Gujarat the bronze.

CASTROL AWARDS: 
Former Indian captain Gundappa Ranganath Viswanath received the Castrol Lifetime Achievement Award for 2009 on September 17, 2009.


Previous recipients of the award are Capt. Vijay Hazare, Polly Umrigar, B.S. Chandrasekhar, Sunil Gavaskar, Kapil Dev and E.A.S. Prasanna.


All rounder Ravindra Jadeja received the Castrol Junior Cricketer of the Year Award. Gautam Gambhir was declared the Castrol Indian Cricketer of the year 2008.


Gambhir was also declared the Indian batsman of the year and he received a cash award of Rs. 7.5 lakh. Castrol disbursed Rs. 25.5 lakh as cash award in eight categories.


Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Virender Sehwag, Harbhajan Singh were adjudged the Indian ODI cricketer of the year, Indian Test player of the year and Indian bowler of the year respectively. Castrol also chose Rahul Dravid (184 catches in 1364 Tests and getting past Mark Waugh’s 181 from 128 Tests) and Sachin Tendulkar (first batsman in Test history to score 12,000 runs) for special awards.

SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARDS: 
Seven novelists were among the 21 litterateurs who were on December 23, 2008 chosen for the National Sahitya Akademi awards for 2008.


Six poets, five short story writers and three critics were also selected for the coveted award, carrying a cash prize of Rs. 50,000 and an engraved copper plaque, which were given away at a special function on February 17, 2009.


K.P. Appan, a well-known critic who died in December 2008, won the award for his collection of essays in Malayalam, ‘Madhuram ninte Jeevitham.’

Another prominent winner was Hindi novelist Govind Mishra, who got the award for his novel, ‘Kohre Mein Kaid Rang’.


The novelists who were given the award are : Rita Choudhury (Assamese), Vidya Sagar Narzary (Bodo), Srinivas B. Vaidya (Kannada), Ashok Kamat (Konkani), Shyam Manohar (Marathi) and Mitter Sain Meet (Punjabi).


Sarat Kumer Mukhopadhyay (Bengali), Champa Sharma (Dogri), A.O. Memchoubi (Manipuri), Pramod Kumar Mohanty (Oriya), Om Prakash Pande (Sanskrit) and Jayant Parmer (Urdu) were the poets who received the award.


Among short story writers, Suman Shah (Gujarati), Shri ‘Kirat’ (Nepali), Dinesh Panchal (Rajasthani), Badal Membam (Santhali) and Melanmai Ponnusamy (Tamil) were the winners.


Kashmiri writer Nabi Aatash and Sindhi writer Hiro Shewkani, both critics, also won the award.

GD BIRLA AWARD: 
Professor Raghavan Varadrajan of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore was on January 8, 2009 selected for the G.D. Birla Award for Scientific Research for 2008.


He has been chosen for his significant contributions in the area of molecular biophysics.


The award, instituted by the KK Birla foundation in 1991, carries a cash prize of Rs. 1.50 lakh. It is given to Indian scientists, preferable below 50 years of age, who live and work in India.


Previous awardees include Professor Asis Datta, Dr. R.A. Mashelkar, Professor Goverdhan Mehta and Dr. PP. Majumdar.

INDIRA GANDHI PARYAVARAN PURASKAR: 
Pratibha Patil, President of India presented Sarthak Behuria, chairman, India Oil, The Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar 2006, in the ‘Organization’ category on June 5, 2009 at a function held under the aegis of ministry of environment and forests. The award was given to Bongaigaon Refinery in recognition of its outstanding contribution to environmental conservation and for creating awareness in the Chirag region of Assam.

CNN IBN AWARDS: 
Chairman of Indian Space Research Organization G. Madhavan Nair and Team Chandrayaan were declared the CNN-IBN Indian of the Year 2008 on February 2, 2009.


Mr. Nair and his team also bagged an award in the Public Service category.


Also honoured was veteran actor Dilip Kumar. He was presented the Lifetime Achievement Award. Late Assistant sub-inspector Tukaram Omble and the Mumbai police ‘The Mumbai Bravehearts’ – were also honoured for Extraordinary Service to the Nation during the Mumbai terror attacks.


HDFC Bank Managing Director Aditya Puri, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, shooter Abhinav Bindra and actor Aamir Khan won the awards in the business, politics, sports and entertainment categories respectively.


Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit was presented a Special Achievement Award for her contribution to bringing a change in Delhi.


Music Maestro AR Rahman was felicitated with an award in a stand-alone Globhal Indian Category for putting India on the global entertainment map with his Golden Globe Award and three Oscar nominations for underdog drama Slumdog Millionaire.


The winners were chosen through a unique four-tier selection process audited by Ernst & Young.

NATIONAL BRAVERY AWARDS FOR 2008: 
Prime Minister Manmohan singh presented the National Bravery Awards for 2008 on January 23, 2009. The prestigious Sanjay Chopra and Geeta chopra awards went to young Saumik Mishra from Uttar Pradesh, who foiled a theft attempt, and Prachi Santhosh Sen of Madhya Pradesh, who saved four children from electrocution. Kavita Kanwar from Chhattisgarh got the Bapu Gaidhani award posthumously. Along with Seema Kanwar, Kavita had saved the lives of three inmates who were caught in a kitchen fire in the Adivasi Kanya Ashram. Asu Kanwar of Jodhpur in Rajasthan was also selected for the Bapu Gaidhani award. Asu put up a stiff fight against being married off to a 40-year-old farmer in exchange for money.


Balloon seller Rahul, who hit the headlines after the identified the men who planted bombs on Barakhamba Road in the national Capital on September 13, 2008, was awarded for his exemplary courage. M. Marudu Pandi of Dindigul in Tamil Nadu was chosen for the honour for showing presence of mind and alerting railway officials about a fracture in the rail tract and averting an accident.


Six-year-old twins from Bangalore, Gagan and Bhoomika J. Murthy, were rewarded for saving the life of a baby caught in a bull fight. Silver Kharbani of Meghalaya, who saved the life of her young cousin trapped in a fire, was also one of the 20 who got pride of place in the Republic Day Parade, Yumkhaibam Addison Singh from Manipur was chosen for rescuing an eight-year-old from drowning in a pond, while Vishal Suryaji Patil from Maharashtra was awarded for rescuing a woman and her child from drowning. Shahanshah of Uttar Pradesh, Dinu K.G. of Kerala, Anita Kaura and Reena Kaura of West Bengal, Majjusha A of Kerala and Hina Quereshi of Rajasthan were also selected for saving people from drowning.


Manish Bansal of Jind in Haryana, who along with his older brother helped nab armed miscreants who had broken into their home, and kritika Jhanwar of Rajasthan who also fought off robbers are among the 20 were hosted by President Pratibha Devisingh Patil at a reception in Rashtrapati Bhavan. As part of the awards, financial assistance under the Indira Gandhi Scholarship Scheme is provided to those undertaking professional courses. For others, this assistance is provided till they complete their graduation. The Centre has reserved some seats for awardees in medical and engineering colleges and polytechnics.

SARASWATI SAMMAN: 
Eminent Assamese writer Dr. Lakshminandan Bora was on February 11, 2009 selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman for the year 2008. Dr. Bora was selected for the coveted annually literacy award instituted by the KK Birla Foundation for his novel Kayakalp. The award carries a cash prize of Rs. 5 lakhs and a citation.


Urdu scholar Naiyer Masud has won the Saraswati Samman-2007 for his collection of short stories Taoos Chaman Ki Myna.
BCCI AWARDS: 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in Mumbai on February 18, 2009 awarded swashbuckling opener Virender Sehwag the ‘Player of the Year for 2007-08’ and handed to him the Polly Umrigar award.


Cheteshwar Pujara, a 21-year-old from Saurashtra, was named the best batsman in domestic cricket for scoring 907 runs at an average of 73.36 runs in the country’s premier first-class tournament for the Ranji Trophy. Uttar Pradesh Seamer Sudeep Tyagi, who picked up 41 wickets at 21.63 in the Ranji Trophy, was named the best bowler in domestic cricket.

· CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award: GR Viswanath (Rs. 15 lakh)

· Polly Umrigar Award: Virendar Sehwag (Rs. 5 lakh)

· Madhavrao Scindia Award (Batsman): Cheteshwar Pujara of Saurashtra (Rs. 1 lakh)

· Madhavrao Scindia Award (Bowler): Sudeep Tyagi (Rs. 1 lakh)

· MA Chidambaram Trophy (Under – 15): Ankit Bawance of Maharashtra (Rs. 50,000)

· MA Chidambaram Trophy (Under – 17): Mandeep Singh of Punjab (Rs. 50,000)

· MA Chidambaram Trophy (Under – 19): Bhuvaneshwar Kumar of Uttar Pradesh (Rs. 50,000)

· MA Chidambaram Trophy (Under – 22): Rahul Dewan of Delhi (Rs. 50,000)

· MA Chidambaram Trophy (Best Woman Cricketer SR): Mithali Raj (Rs. 50,000)

· MA Chidambaram Trophy (Best Woman Cricketer JR): MD Thirushkamini of Tamil Nadu (Rs. 50,000)

· Maharashtra Cricket Association: Best Overall Performance in the 2007-08 seasons;


MS Dhoni : For receiving the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award and Padma Shri;


Harbhajan Singh : For taking 300 Test wickets and receiving the Padma Shri.

54th FILMFARE AWARDS:

The films Rock On!, Jodhaa Akbar and Imran Khan’s debut film Jaane TuYa Jaane Na swept the 54th Idea Film fare Awards 2008 at the Yash Raj Film Studio in Andheri on February 28, 2009. Jodhaa Akbar won the Best Film, Best Director and Best Actor Awards among others while Rock On Swept six awards. Priyanka Chopra won the Best Actress award for her outstanding performance in the film Fashion and Hrithik Roshan was adjudged the Best Actor for Jodhaa Akbar. Abhay Deol starrer Oye Lucky Lucky Oye also won awards in several categories.

The Lifetime Achievement awards were presented to costume designer Bhanu Athaiya and actor Om Puri.

The Awards celebrated the global success of Slumdog Millionaire by dedicating a segment of the evening to the movie. While Rahman got a standing ovation, child actors from the film were put through a mini Q&A by none other than Shahrukh Khan. In a Filmfare first, the music of Vashu Bhagnani’s film Kal Kissne Dekha was launched on the awards stage.

AWARDS AT A GLANCE:

· Best Film : Jodhaa Akbar

· Best Director : Ashutosh Gowarikar (Jodhaa Akbar)

· Best Actor : Hrithik Roshan (Jodhaa Akbar)

· Best Actress : Priyanka Chopra (Fashion)

· Best Supporting Actor : Arjun Rampal (Rock On!)

· Best Supporting Actress : Kangana RAnaut (Fashion)

· Best Music Director : AR Rahman (Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na)

· Best Playback Singer (Male) : Sukhwinder, Haule Haule, (Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi)

· Best Playback Singer (Female) : Shreya Ghoshal, Teri Ore, (Singh is Kinng)

· Best Lyricist : Javed Akhtar, (Jodhaa Akbar)

· Critics’ Award for Best Film : Nishikant Kamat (Mumbai Meri Jaan)

· Critics’ Award for Best Actor : Manjyot Singh (Oye Lucky Lucky Oye)

· Critics’ Award for Best Actress : Shahana Goswami (Rock On!)

· Best Story : Abhishek Kapoor (Rock On!)

· Best Screenplay : Yogesh Joshi, Upendra Sidhaya (Mumbai Meri Jaan)

· Best Dialogue) : Manu Rishi (Oye Lucky Lucky Oye)

· Best Production Design/Art Direction : Vandana Kataria, Angelica Bhowmick (Oye Lucky Lucky Oye)

· Best Editing : Amit Pawar (Mumbai Meri Jaan)

· Best Cinematagraphy : Jason West (Rock On!)

· Best Visual Effects : David Bush (Drona)

· Best Action : Peter Heins (Ghajini)

· Best Choreographer : Loniginus Fernandes Pappu Can’t Dance, (Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na)

· Best Background Score : AR Rahman (Jodhaa Akbar)

· Best Sound Recording : Baylon Fonseca, Vinod Subramaniam (Rock On!)

· Best Costumes : Manoshi Nath, Rushi Sharma (Oye Lucky Lucky Oye)

· RD Burman Award For New Musical Talent : Benny Dayal (Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na, Yuvraaj, Ghajini)

· Soney Best Scene of the Year : When Shahrukh Khan places the rose on the table, then decides against in Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi

· Sensational Debut (Male) : Imran Khan (Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na) and Farhan Akhtar (Rock On!)

· Sensational Debut (Female) : Asin (Ghajini)

· Lifetime Achievement Awards : Om Puri, Bhanu Athaiya

· Special Jury Mention For Outstanding Performance : Pratik (Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na) and Purab Kohli ( Rock On!)

CNN-IBN INDIAN OF THE YEAR 2008: 
Chairman of Indian Space Research Organization G. Madhavan Nair and Team Chandrayaan were declared the CNN-IBN Indian of the Year 2008 on February 2, 2009 Mr. Nair and his team also bagged an award in the Public Service category. Also honoured was veteran actor Dilip Kumar. He was presented the Lifetime Achievement Award. Late Assistant sub-inspector Tukaram Omble and the Mumbai Police – “The Mumbai Bravehearts” – were also honoured for Extraordinary Service to the Nation during the Mumbai terror attacks.


HDFC Bank Managing Director Aditya Puri, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, shooter Abhinav Bindra and actor Aamir Khan won the awards in the business, politics, sports and entertainment categories respectively. Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit was presented a special Achievement Award for her contribution to bringing a change in Delhi. Music maestro A.R. Rahman was felicitated with an award in a stand-alone Global Indian Category for putting India on the global entertainment map with his Golden Globe Award and three Oscar nominations for underdog drama Slumdog Millionaire. The winners were chosen through a unique four-tier selection process audited by Ernst & Young.

PREM BHATIA AWARD: 
Noted journalist Neerja Choudhury on April 16, 2009 was selected for the prestigious Prem Bhatia Award for her exemplary contribution in the field of political reporting.


Senior journalist Gargi Parsai of The Hindu has also been selected for the award in the category of reporting on environment issues.


Ms. Choudhury was selected for the award for “combining social conscience wit commitment” to her profession. She fought for social causes and was the first and only Civil Rights correspondent for an Indian newspaper when she was serving The States man from 1982 to 87.

CHAMELI DEVI JAIN AWARD: 
The Chameli Devi Jain Award for Outstanding Women Media person for 2008-09 was shared by Nirupama Subramanian, Islamabad correspondent of The Hindu, and Vinita Deshmukh, Editor, Intelligent Pune. The award was presented in New Delhi on March 27, 2009.

SHREE SHAKTI PURASKAR: 
Mrs. Renuka Chowdhury, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Women and Child Development Minsitry on February 28, 2009 conferred National Awards for Anganwadi Workers and Stree Shakti Puraskar in New Delhi.

	Stree Shakti Puraskar

	Name of the Award
	Name of the Awardee
	State

	Kannagi Smt. Ch. Aruna Tara

Rani Lakshmibai

Rani Gaidinhu Zehang

Devi Ahilaya Bai

Mata Jijabal
	Andhra Pradesh

Smt. Rani Devi

Smt. Buangi Sailo

Ms. Vaishnavi Jayakumar

Ms. V. Vijaya


	Haryana

Mizoram

Tamil Nadu

Andhra Pradesh


10TH IIFA AWARDS:  
Superstars Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and Shak Rukh Khan were declared ‘Actors of the Decade’ at the 10th International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) awards on June 14, 2009 in Macau, China.


Aishwarya won two honorary awards for her work in Indian and International cinema, while Shah Rukh was honoured for his work in Bollywood.


The former Miss World won the ‘Outstanding Achievement by Indian in International Cinema’ award which was bagge in 2008 by musician AR Rahman who won the ‘Golden Decade of Music’ award for his contribution on Indian films.


Rakesh Roshan won the ‘Director of the Decade’ award, Oscar nominee Lagaan was voted the ‘Film of the Decade’.


Bollywood director Ashutosh Gowarikar’s historical love epic Jodhaa Akbar swept the 10th International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) awards, taken home trophies for best picture, best director and best actor.


Hrithik Roshan’s portrayal of the Muslim monarch won him the Best Actor trophy while Gowarikar won the Best Director award for his epic drama which wove together romance and communal harmony.


The Best Actress trophy went to Priyanka Chopra for her power-packed performance as a small town girl who makes it big in the world of fashion in Madhur Bhandarkar’s Fashion.


Abhishek Bachchan won the award for his performance in the gay comedy Dostana.


Double Oscar-winning musician AR Rahman won the Best Music Director award for the period romance. Javed Akhtar walked away with the Best Lyricist trophy for ‘Jashn-e-Bahara’ and Javed Ali bagged the Best Playback Singer (male) award for the same song.


Jodhaa Akbar also won awards for Best Costume Design (Neeta Lulla), Best Editing (Ballu Saluja), Best Art Direction (Nitin Chandrakant Desai) and Best Make up (Madhav Kadam).


Arjun Rampal took home the trophy for Best Supporting Actor for his performance in Rock On. Kangana Ranaut won the Best supporting Actor for his performance in Rock On. Kangana Ranaut won the Best Supporting Actress trophy for her depiction of a troubled supermodel in Fashion.Akshaye Khanna took the honours for the Best Negative Role for Race.

An emotional Rajesh Khanna, fondly called kaka by his fans, received the International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) Lifetime Achievement Award from Amitabh Bachchan as the audience gave Bollywood’s “first superstar” a standing ovation.


Ashutosh Gowarikar’s epic love story, ‘Jodhaa Akbar’ swept the music and technical awards. Rahman won in the Best Music Direction and Best Background Score category, while fellow Oscar winner Resul Pookutty got the vote in the Best Sound Recording Category for ‘Ghajini.’


The Hrithik Roshan and Aishwarya Starrer bagged three awards in the musical category and took home five in the technical section.


Singer Javed Ali’s’ Jashan-e-Baharaa’ from ‘Jodhaa Akbar’ won him the trophy in the Best Playback Singer (male) category and Javed Akhtar won in the Best Lyrics category for the same song.


Singer Shreya Ghoshal won the Best Singer (female) award for her rendition of ‘Teri Ore’ in ‘Singh is Kinng’.

MOTHER TERESA AWARD: 
Five eminent persons including Punjab Governor Gen. (Retd.) S.F. Rodrigues, Haryana governor A.R. Kidwai and Tamil Nadu, Governor Surjeet Singh Barnala, were awarded the prestigious Blessed Mother Teresa Lifetime Achievement Award on March 29, 2009 for excellence in administrative and social works.


The Awards were instituted by the Mother Teresa International and Millennium Awards Committee under the banner of the city-based All-India Minority and Weaker Sections’ Council.


The other two recipients were Mizoram Chief Minister lalthanhawla and the former Minister of State for Railways R. Velu. The Committee also presented the Mother Teresa International Awards to 35 eminent persons from different walks of life for achievement in their respective areas of activity.

MALCOLM ADISESHIAH AWARD : 
The Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah Award for this year will be presented to Dr. C P Chandrasekhar, Professor Centre for Economic Studies and Planning. School of Social Sciences. Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.


The award is presented to an outstanding social scientist for his or her contribution in economics and development studies and carries a citation and Rs. 2 lakh.


It would be presented on November 21, 2009 the death anniversary of Dr. Adiseshiah. This would be followed by a Malcolm Adiseshiah Memorial Lecture by the awardee.

RAJIV GANDHI AWARDS : 
Top achievers from different walks of life were presented the Rajiv Gandhi Awards at the 12th awards Ceremony in Mumbai on August 19, 2009. The winners included ISRO chairman G Madhavan Nair, Olympic gold medallist Abhinav Bindra, industrialist social worker Rajashree Birla, telecom whiz Sam Pitroda and Times Group MD Vineet Jain. Others who received the award were : Shahid Kapoor, Katrina Kaif (entertainment), Narendra Jadhav (education), Ramesh Chandra Agarwal (journalism), Ramesh Chandra Agarwal (journalism), Rohit Kochhar (young entrepreneur), Krushnaa Patil, who scaled Mount Everest recently (woman achiever) and 10-year old Avika Gor of TV serial Balika Vadhu (chid prodigy). Pitroda got the award in the “Global Indian” category, Birla for her social work and Vineet Jain was recognized as the “best industrialist” of the year.

NATIONAL SPORTS AWARDS :

The Union Government on July 29, 2009 decided to honour the Beijing Olympic Games bronze medal winner’s wrestler Sushil Kumar and Boxer Vijender Singh along with woman boxer MC Mary Kom with Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award, the country’s highest sporting honour.

Only twice have two sportspersons have shared the award – Leander Paes and N Kunjarani in 1996 and Anjali Bhagwat and KM Beenamol in 2002. Homi D Motiwala and PK Garg (yachting) also won it jointly in 1994, though as a team. But never before had the award been given to three sportspersons.

The journey of these award winners to the top was rarely rosy, with little money to support them – Vijender and Sushil’s fathers were bus drivers and Mary Kom also came from a poor background. But in the end they have stood tall, defying all odds.

The government also announced 15 Arjuna awardees, four Dronacharya awardees and two for the Dhyanchand awards. With a view to recognizing the contribution made to sports development by entities other than sportspersons and coaches, government has instituted a new award called Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar from the year 2009. The award has four categories- community sports development, promotion of sports academies of excellence, support to elite sportspersons and employment to sportspersons.

Apart from a medal and a citation, Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna awardees will receive a cash prize of Rs. 7.5 lakh each. Arjuna, Dhyan Chand and Dronacharya awardees will receive statuettes, citations and cash prize of 5 lakh each. The recipients of Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar will receive a trophy and citation.

The Awardees

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award : M C Mary Kom, Vijender Singh, Shushil Kumar

Arjuna award : Mangal Singh Champia (archery), Sinimole Paulose (Athletics), Sina Nehwal (badminton), L Sarita Devi (boxing), Tania Sachdev (chess), Gautam Gambhir(cricket), Ignace Tirkey (hockey), Surinder Kaur (hockey), Pankaj Navanath Shirsat (kabaddi), Satish Joshi (rowing), Ronjan Sodi (shooting), Poulomi Ghatak (table tennis), Yogeshwar Dutt (wrestling), Girdhari Lal Yadav (yachting), Parul Parmar (badminton, disabled).

Dhya Chand Award : Ishar S Deol (athletics), Satbir Singh Dahya (wrestling)

Dronacharya Award : P Gopichand (badminton), Jaydev Bisht (boxing), S Baldev Singh (hockey), Satpal (wrestling)

RASHTRIYA KHEL PROTSAHAN PURASKAR :

Community Sports Identification and Nurturing of Budding Young Talent : TATA Steel Ltd.

Financial Support for Sports Excellence : None qualified

Establishment and Management of Sports Academies of Excellence : TATA Steel Ltd.

Employment of Sportspersons and sports welfare measures : Railways Sports Promotion Board

The awards will be presented by the President Pratibha Devisingh Patil on August 29, 2009, the National Sports Day. From 2009 onwards the award would be known by the year in which it is awarded.

MC Mary Kom : Inspired by Dingko Singh’s gold medal feat in the 1998 Bangkok Asiad, the Manipuri girl took up boxing a decade back and Hasn’t looked back. She took up the sport to support her family, but soon she emerged as one of the most feared boxers in the ring. Her best came in the world championships, where she has won four gold.

Vijender Singh : The boxer from Kaluwas in Haryana struggled to make ends meet in his early days. Kept the entire nation glued to the TV set during his bouts in the Beijing Olympics. Unlucky to have missed the final, the tall and handsome boxer did enough to create a record by becoming the first Indian to win an Olympic boxing medal.

Sushil Kumar : The Delhi wrestler has battled the odds since childhood, but keep on working hard to excel. Things began to change after he bagged the world cadet gold in 1998 and he followed it up with another gold in the Asian junior championship. Though he was successful at the highest level, the Beijing medal made him a household name.

INDEPENDENCE DAY AWARDS – 2009 : 
Major Mohit Sharma of 1 Para (SF) was post humously awarded the nation’s highest peacetime gallantry award. Ashoka Chakra, for displaying :most conspicuous bravery on August 15, 2009. The second Ashoka Chakra was awarded to Major D Sreeram Kumar, an artillery officer currently serving with 39 Assam Rifles in Manipur.

A product of Delhi Public School Ghaziabad, Mohit had earlier been awarded the Chief of Army Staff’s commendation card for “exemplary” counterterrorism duties during Operation Rakshak, which was followed by a Sena Medal for gallantry after a daring “covert operation” in 2005. The Ashoka Chakra has come for the Kupwara encounter during which Mohit and his men came under heavy volume of fire by an infiltrating terrorist group but unmindful of his safety, he first rescued two of his comrades and then killed two of the terrorists.

Major D Sreeram Kumar, in turn, has got the Ashoka Chakra for leading several counter-insurgency operations from the front under operation hifazat in Manipur; in which 12 terrorists were eliminated and another 23 arrested.

Apart from the two Ashok Chakras, President Pratibha Patil also gave away 146 gallantry medals, Including four Kirti Chakras, 26 Shaurya Chakras, two bar to Sena Medals. 100 Sena Medals, four Nao Sena Medals, five Vayu Sena Medals and three Tatrakshak Medals.

Among the four Kirti Chakra awardees was Major Amit Oscar Fernandes of 7 Maratha Light Infantry, at present posted in Kashmir for counter-insurgency operations. He has served with 27 RAshtriya Rifles there.

Major Deepak Tewari of Electronics and Mechanical Engineers Corps serving with 14 Rashtriya Rifles in Kashmir and Paratrooper Shabir Ahmed Malik (posthumously) were also awarded Kirti Chakra.

The fourth Kirti Chakra Awardee was Naik Rishikesh Gurjar of 10 Rashtriya Rifles (Rajput), who is now the Non Commissioned Officer (NCO) in charge of a ghatak platoon in the unit.

Shaurya Chakra : Of the 26 personnel named for Shaurya Chakra medal, 12 received it posthumously. They included Havaldar RAkesh Kumar of 1 Para (SF); Havaldar Vipan Thakur of 9 para (SF); Naik Chandrabhan Bhikan Pawar of 7 Maratha LI; Naik Manoj Singh of 1 Para (SF); Lance Naik Sujith Babu V of Cops of Engineers; Sepoy Rupom Gogoi of Assam Regiment; Rifleman Mohammed Amin Bhatt of the Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry; Sergeant Mustafa Ali from the Indian Air Force; Inspector Manoj Kumar Singh and constable Desha Singh from the IndoTibetan Border Police; and Lance Naik David Kerketta of the Orissa Special Armed Police.

Other Shaurya Chakra awardees were Major Dinesh Singh Parmar of 2 Sikh Light Infantry, Major Manu Shukla of Rigiment of Artillery, Major Saurabh Dutt Kholia of Armoured Corps, Major Ratnesh Kumar Singh of Rajput Regiment, Major Subramaniam Anand of 4 Sikh Light Infantry, Major Ankur Garg of Corps of Engineers, Squadron Leaders Tarun Kumar Chaudhari and Harkirat Singh, Lieutenant Prashant Singh Chundawat of 16 Jat, Naib Subedar Ganesh Nath of Assam Rifles, Lance Havaldar Luis Peryera Nayagam of the Madras Regiment, Satish Kumar of the Border Roads Organization and constable Onkar Nath of the ITBP.

INDIRA GANDHI PRIZE FOR PEACE, DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT : 
President Pratibha Devisingh Patil presented the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development for 2007 to Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates at the Rashtrapati Bahavan on July 25, 2009. The award is in recognition of the work done by The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in fighting poverty and illness, especially HIV-AIDS, in India.

RAJA-LAKSHMI AWARD : 
Environment activist and director of Centre for Science and Environment Sunita Narain on November 19, 2009 received the 2009 Raja-Lakshmi award instituted by the Sri Raja Lakshmi Foundation, Chennai. The annual award to promote arts, literature, science, humanities and other intellectual pursuits, carries a prize of Rs, one lakh and a citation.

She also received the $2,000 Dr. K.V. Rao and Dr. Jyoti Rao Award of the Telugu Fine Arts Society, New Jersey and United States.

Lakshmi-Raja Vaidika Puraskara 2009 was presented to Vedic scholar Vangala Ramamurthy Ghanapaati.

SHANTI SWARUP BHATNAGAR AWARDS : 
Eleven scientist, included four from the Bangalore-based Indian Institute of Science, have been selected for the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar awards of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) for 2009.

The Winners include N. Jayaraman, S.K. Sateesh, Giridhar Madras, and J.R. Haritsa of the IISc; Abishek Dhar of the Raman Research Institute and Amitabh Joshi of the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research.

The others are Charusita Chakravarty of IIT, Delhi; Bhaskar Saha of the National Centre for Cell Science; V. Suresh of the University of Hyderabad; S.G. Honavar of the L.V. Prasad Eye Institute and R. Gopakumar of the Harish Chandra Research Institute.

The winners of the Young Scientists Award are D.B. Das of the Institute of Minerals and Materials Technology, Bhubaneswar; S. Pabbaraja of the Indian Institute of Chemical Technology, Hyderabad; K.V. Ramesh of the CSIR Centre for Mathematically Modeling and Computer Simulation, Bangalore; Nimisha Vedanti of the National Geophysical Research Institute, Hyderabad; B. Madhan of the Central Leather Research Institute, Chennai; and F.A. Malik of the Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine, Jammu.

Technology Awards

The Technology Awards were bagged by the Indian Institute of Petroleum, Dehra Dun, and the Central Drug Research Institute, Lucknow.

There was no first or fourth prize for innovation among schoolchildren.

Neha Lalit Sharma, Standard XI student of the Swami Vivekanda Junior College, Mumbai, won the second prize, and harjas Singh Sodhi, Standard VIII student of the Modern School, Delhi, the third prize.

Sikhar Bhandari, Standard XII student of the Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan’s Mehta Vidyalaya, Delhi; Vishakh Hegde, Standard XI student of the V.V.S. Sardar Patel Pre-University College, Bangalore; and V. Pranav, Standard IX student of the Atomic Energy Central School, Mysore, won the fifth prize.

International (Awards & Honours)
MAN BOOKER PRIZE : British novelist Hilary Mantel’s historical doorstopper, Wolf hall, set in the court of Henry Vill won the 2009 Man Booker Prize on October 7, 2009 beating five other contenders, including two previous Booker winners – AS  Byatt and JM Coetzee, Mantel (57), who took nearly five years to write the novel and is now working on a sequel.

· British author Hilary Mantel, 57, beat novelist JM Coetzee and AS Byatt to win the Booker for the novel ‘Wolf Hall’.

· Set in the 1520s, ‘Wolf Hall’ tells the story of English statesman Thomas Cromwell’s rise to prominence through political intrigues in Henry VIII’s court.

· It was hailed by the prize’s judges as ‘an extraordinary piece of storytelling’. She took 20 years to decide whether to write it.

· Mantel says she would spend her $80,000 prize money on sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll.

· Her well-known books include a memoir, ‘Giving Up the Ghost’ (2003), and ‘Beyond Black’ (2005).

Ms. Mantel, described by critics as one of Britain’s most “under-rated” writers, made her debut as a novelist with Every Day is Mother’s Day in 1985. She has won

several prizes but was never nominated for Booker, regarded as the English-speaking world’s most prestigious literary award.


Besides previous winners AS Byatt (The Children’s Book) and JM Coetzee (Summertime), other contenders included Adam Foulds (The Quickening Maze), Sarah Waters (The Little Stranger) and Simon Mawer (The Glass Room).

RIGHT LIVELIHOOD AWARD : Four activists – Alyn Ware of New Zealand, Rene Ngongo of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), David Suzuki of Canada and Australian – born physician Caterine Hamlin – were on October 13, 2009 named co-winners of the 2009 Right Livelihood Award, the so-called “Alternative Nobel”, for their work in campaigning against nuclear weapons, protecting the rain forests of Congo, raising awareness about climate change and campaigning for Women’s health.


Mr. Ware Mr. Ngongo and Mr. Hamlin were each to receive 50,000 euros ($73,000) in cash while Mr. Suzuki was to receive an honorary prize.


Swedish-German philanthropist Jakob von Uexkull created the prize in 1980 “to honour and support those offering practical and exemplary answers to the most urgent challenges facing us today”.


The awards are to be presented at a ceremony in the Swedish Parliament on December 4, 2009.


Mr. Ware was cited by the jury for his role in promoting peace work in New Zealand, including drafting peace study guidelines that became part of the school curriculum. Mr. Ngongo has since 1994 braved threats to expose “destructive mining and logging” operations that threaten rain forests, which play a key role in the global climate system. Mr. Suzuki was cited for promoting the “socially responsible use of science” and raising awareness about climate.

ICC AWARDS : Indian Opener Gautam Gambhir was named the ICC Test Cricketer of the year 2009 at a pleasant ceremony in Johannesburg on October 1, 2009. Indian captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni was adjudged the ICC ODI Cricketer of the Year while Mitchell Johnson of Australia won the Garfield Sobers Trophy for Cricketer of the Year 2009.


Dhoni was also named captain of both the ICC World ODI Team of the Year and the World Test Team but the Indian captain himself was missing from the awards ceremony. The World ODI team also featured two other Indians in Virender Sehwag and Yuvraj Singh while the Test team featured Gautam Gambir, Sachin Tendulkar and 12th man Harbhajan Singh, apart from Dhoni.


The awards were given away for performances between August 2008 and August 2009.


Ireland captain William Porterfield was named the ICC Associate Nations’ Cricketer of the Year.

Awards At a Glance

· ICC Cricketer of the Year : Mitchell Johnson

· ICC Test Cricketer of the Year : Gautam Gambhir

· ICC ODI Cricketer of the Year : Mahendra Singh Dhoni

· ICC Twenty-20 International Performer of the Year : Tilakaratne Dilshan

· Spirit of Cricket Award : New Zealand

· ICC Umpire of the Year : Aleem Dar of Pakistan

· Women’s Cricketer of the Year : Claire Taylor

· Associate Player of the Year : William Porterfield

· ICC Emerging Player of the Year : Peter Siddle of Australia

The ICC Test Team of the Year :  
M.S. Dhoni (capt.), G. Gambhir, A. Strauss, A.B. de Villiers, S. Tendulkar, T. Samaraweera, M. Clarke, Shakib – ul-Husan, M. Johnson, S. Braod, and D. Steyn; 12th man : Harbhajan Singh.

ODI team of the Year : 
M.S. Dhoni (capt.), Virender Sehwag, Chris Gayle, Kevin Pietersen, Tilakaratne Dilshan, Yuvraj Singh, Martin Guptil, Andrew Flintoff, Nuwan Kulasekara, Ajantha Mendis and Umar Gul; 12th man : Thilan Thushara.

PRODUCERS GUILD OF AMERICA AWARD : 
A film based on the story of a slumdweller, Slumdog Millionaire scored top award on January 24, 2009 from the Producers Guild of America (PGA).


The film’s producer Christian Colson was awarded with the Darryl of Zanuck producer of the year award at the lavish ceremony, which was held at the Hollywood Palladium in Los Angeles. In another category, film Wall-E won the animated theatrical motion pictures while Man On Wire received the top documentary honour.


In television, ‘John Adams won the David L Wolper producer of the year award and AMC’s ‘Mad Men’ took the prize for drama.

81st ACADEMY AWARDS :

British Director Danny Boyle’s film Slumdog Millionaire, based on the book titled ‘Q & A’ by

Indian diplomat Vikas Swarup, dominated the 81st Academy Awards on February 22, 2009 at the Kodak Theatre in Los Angeles winning eight Oscars. This score of eight came out the 10 nominations in nine categories.


Music composer AR Rahman became the first Indian to win two Oscars – for Best Original Score and Best Original Song. The latter he won with the renowned lyricist Gulzar, Another Indian Resul Pookutty of Kerala won the Oscar for Best Sound Mixing along with lan Tapp and Richard Pryke.

8 OSCARS FOR SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE

· Best Picture : Slumdog Millionaire

· Best Director : Danny Boyle

· Best original song : AR Rahman and Gulzar

· Best original score : AR Rahman

· Best adapted screenplay : Simon Beufoy

· Best cinematography : Anthony Dod Mantle

· Best sound mixing : Ian Tapp, Richard Pryke and Resul Pookutty

· Best editing : Chris Dickens

WINNERS OF THE 81ST ACADEMY AWARDS

· Best Motion Picture : Slumdog Millionaire
· Best Actor : Sean Penn, Milk
· Best Actress : Kate Winslet, The Reader
· Best Supporting Actor : Heath Ledger, The Dark Knight
· Best Supporting Actress : Penelope cruz, Vicky Cristina Barcelona
· Best Director : Danny Boyle, Slumdog Millionaire
· Best Foreign Language Film : Departures, Japan

· Best Original Screenplay : Dustin Lance Black, Milk
· Best Adapted Screenplay : Simon Beaufoy, Slumdog Millionaire
· Best Cinematography : Slumdog Millionaire
· Best Art Direction : The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

· Best Original Score : Slumdog Millionaire, AR Rahman

· Best Visual Effects : The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

· Best Film Editing : Slumdog Millionaire
· Best Sound Mixing : Slumdog Millionaire

· Best Sound Editing : The Dark Knight

· Best Original Song : Jai Ho from Slumdog Millionaire, AR Rahman and Gulzar

· Best Makeup : The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

· Best Live Action Short Film : Spielzeugland (Toy-land)

· Best Animated Feature : WALL-E

· Best Animated Short : La Maison en Petits Cubes
· Best Documentary Feature : Man on Wire

· Best Documentary Short : Smile Pinki

MAN BOOKER INTERNATIONAL PRIZE :


Canadian short story writer Alice Munro on May 27, 2009 beat Mahasweta Devi and a host of other literary heavyweights, including Nobel laureate V.S. Naipul and Mario Vargas Llosa, to win the £60,000 Mall Booker International Prize.


The Prize, different from the annual Booker Prize for Fiction, is awarded once every two years to a living author for his or her lifetime achievement.


Previous winners are Ismail Kadare (2005) and Chinua Achebe (2007).


Ms. Munro won recognition with her very first collection of stories, ‘Dance of the Happy shades,’ published in 1968. It won the Governor General’s Literary Award, Canada’s most prestigious literary prize. Her other successful works include ‘Lives of Girls’ and ‘Women’ (1971), which won the Canadian Booksellers Association International Book year Award, and “The Beggar Maid, ’which was shortlisted for the annual Booker Prize in 1980.


Her latest collection of short stories, ‘Too Much Happiness,’ wil be published in October, 2009.

VENICE FILM FESTIVAL AWARD : Lebanon, an Israeli film that recounts Israel’s 1982 invasion of the West Asian country through the eyes of four soldiers in a tank, won the top prize Golden Lion at the 66th Venice Film Festival on September 13, 2009, the last day of the 11-day screening of films from around the world.

An Iranian film about women and repression took the No.2 prize, the Silver Lion

Lebanon, directed by Samuel Maoz, tells the story of Israeli paratroopers searching a hostile town. The conflict is seen through the binocular-aided eyes of those inside a tank, with their cramped quarters lending an anxious sense of claustrophobia to their viewpoint.

The awards jury was headed by Ang Lee, himself a Golden Lion winning director, who marveled that if Lebanon was Mr. Maoz’s first film what he might do next.

Iranian filmmaker and photographer Shirin Neshatsnared the Silver Lion for best director for her feature debut with Zanan Bedoone Mardan (women without men). The film depicts four women from all classes of society in 1953 Iran, on the eve of an American-aided uprising that deposed an elected government that had nationalized the oil industry, leading to the return of the Shah.

A comedy, Soul Kitchen, by German-Turkish director Fatih Akin, won the Special Jury Prize. The film represented a departure from the more serious tones set in Mr. Akin’s 2004 Berlin Golden Bear winner Head On and 2007’s The Edge of Heaven, which won the screenplay award at the Cannes film festival.

Colin Firth took the best actor award for his role in Tom Ford’s A Single Man as a college professor grappling with solitude after his longtime partner dies. Fashion designer Tom Ford made his director’s debut with the movie. Ksenia Rappoport, starring in the Italian film La Doppia Ora, won the best woman actor honours.

EMMY AWARDS : 30 Rock creator Tina Fey and costars Alec Baldwin and Tracy Morgan claimed their third consecutive trophy for Outstanding Comedy Series while ‘Mad Men’ was a repeat winner for Outstanding Drama Series at the 61st Emmy Awards at the Nokia Theatre in Los Angeles on September 21, 2009.


Stylish AMC cable drama “Mad Men,” set in the politically incorrect world of a New York advertising firm in the 1960s, took the outstanding drama prize for the second year running.


30 Rock also won in the Outstanding Comedy Series category for the third straight year. In total, five of the six top awards at the extravaganza were repeat victories, with the only upset coming in the best comedy actress category, where Australian star Toni Collette stunned favourite tina Fey of 30 Rock.


Veteran Glenn Close won the third Emmy of her career in the best drama actress for her performance as ruthless New York lawyer Patty Hewes in the hit cable show “Damages.” Meanwhile, “30 Rock” star Alec Baldwin took the best actor in a comedy series award for his portrayal of a slippery TV network executive.


“House of Saddam”, a 2008 drama that charts the rise and fall of Saddam Hussein, got an Emmy for its lead actress Shohreh Aghdashloo. The series was a co-production between BBC Television and HBO films.


AMC’s Mad Men, which garnered 16 nominations, won best drama for the second straight year.


Kristin Chenoweth, who played Olive Snook in ABC’s Pushing Daisies, won best woman supporting actor in a comedy. Jon Cryer, who plays the Felix Unger to Charlie Sheen’s Oscar Madison on CBS’ Two and a Half Men, won best supporting actor in a comedy.


Bryan Cranston similarly repeated as best actor for Breaking Bad. Michael Emerson won the award for best supporting actor for his turn as Benjamin Linus in ABC’s Lost, while Cherry Jones won for best supporting actress for her role as the United States President on Fox’s 24.


30 Rock and Mad Men did win a few other statues. Alec Baldwin won the Emmy for best actor in a comedy for the second consecutive year for 30 Rock, and Matt Hubbard took home the award for writing for a comedy series for the episode “Reunion” – although in that category, 30 Rock had garnered four of the five nominations for the award.


Mad Men similarly dominated the nominations in the writing category for a drama series, and Kater Gordonand Weiner won the Emmy for the show, for the episode “Meditations in an Emergency.”


Among reality shows, Jeff Probst of CBS’s Survivor won the award for best reality host for the second straight year, and The Amazing Race, also on CBS, won the award for best reality competition show for the seventh consecutive year every-year that the award has existed. American Idol, which has lost the award to The Amazing Race for so many years, did win long awaited Emmy. The Daily Show With Jon Stewart won two big awards in its category, for outstanding variety, music or comedy series and for outstanding writing in the genre.

62ND CANNES FILM FESTIVAL


The 62nd Cannes film Festival was organized from May 13 to 24, 2009. Austrian director Michael Haneke’s The White Ribbon was awarded the coveted Palme d’ Or (Golden Palm) on may 24, 2009. The jury praised the 67-year-old for his under stated, subtle examination of the roots of Nazi terror.


Out of 20 competition films, nine won the Palme awards. Most went to Asian films – that did not go down that well. Haneke received the Palme d’Or for his masterfully crafted The White Ribbon from jury president Isabelle Huppert. Haneke is a nine-time veteran at Cannes, with six of his films featuring in competition. His latest somber black-and-white suspense story is set around disturbing accidents that occur in a pre-war German village. The film is a forceful parable on the evils of authoritarianism which preceded the tragedies of The Great War and The Rise of Hitler. The director, whose last Cannes entry “Hidden” failed to grab the Golden Palm despite being the overwhelming favourite, insisted “The White Ribbon” was not just about the rise of fascism in Germany but of any kind of violent fanaticism. Several commentators noted that jury president Isabelle Huppert starred in Haneke’s 2001 “The Piano Teacher” and picked up the Best Actress award for it in Canners.


Chairperson of the National Censor Board Sharmila Tagore sat on the jury for the Competition section of Cannes Film Festival 2009, nearly half-a-century after her film ‘Devi’ directed by Satyajit Ray competed for its top prize, Palme d’Or.


Veteran French actress Isabelle Huppert was the president of the nine-member jury for competition category.


Tagore is only the third Indian actress to be member of competition section jury at Cannes. The first was Aishwarya Rai, who along with Hollywood actress Meg Ryan did jury duty in 2003. Nandita Das was a jury member two years later. The first Indian to become a member of the Cannes festival’s competition jury was Bengali filmmaker Mrinal sen, in 1982, when Colombian writer Gabriel Garcia Marquez was a fellow jury member.

Awards at a Glance

· Palme d’Or : Michael Haneke’s Das Weisse Band (The White Ribbon)

· Grand Prix : Jacques Audiard’s Un Prophete (A Prophet)

· Lifetime Achievement Award : Alain Resnais for Les Herbes Fotles

· Best Director : Brillante Mendoza for Kinatay

· Jury Prize (shared) : Andrea Arnold’s Fish Tank Park and Chan-Wook’s Bak-Jwi (Thrist)

· Best Actor : Christoph Waltz in Quentin Tarantino’s Inglourious Basterds

· Best Actress : Charlotte Gainsbourg in Lars Yon Trie’s Antichrist

· Best Screenplay : Lou Ye’s ChunFeng Chen Zui De YeWan (Spring Fever)

· Artist-Technician : Aitor Berengeur, sound technician of Isabel Coixet’s Map of The Sounds of Tokyo
· Short Film : Palme d’Or for Joao Salaviza’s Arena

· Camera d’Or (prize for best first film) : Warwick Thornton’s Samson and Delilah

CRYSTAL AWARD : 
Bharatanatyam danseuse and director of the ahmedabad-based darpana

Academy Mallika Sarabhai was awarded the “Crystal award for 2009,” in January 2009 in Davos, given by the World Economic Forum for her two decades of work in the fields of women empowerment and social justics as well as arts and culture.


Bollywood Shehanshah Amitabh Bachchan was also honoured with the Crystal Award.


The Award was instituted in 1995 to pay tributes to “decisive role which culture and art play in the creation of global understanding and peace.”

GOLDEN PEN OF FREEDOM AWARD : 
Najam Sethi, editor-in-chief of Daily Times, Friday Times and Urdu Daily Aaj Kal, has been awarded the 2009 Golden Pen of Freedom the annual prize of the World Association of Newspapers.


Mr. Sethi was chosen for his “outstanding defense and promotion of press freedom under difficult circumstances and constant personal danger.”


The award was presented at the World Newspaper Congress and World Editors Forum to be held in Hyderabad from 22 to 25 March, 2009.

FIFA PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD : 
Manchester United and Portugal star Cristiana Renaldo was on January 12, 2009 named FIFA World Footballer of the Year for 2008. Renaldo, who is also holder of the prestigious Ballon d’Or for the European Footballer of the Year, beat off competition from 2007 winner Kaka (Brazil), Lionel Messi (Argentina), Fernando Torres (Spain) and Xavi (Spain).


Brazil’s Marta won the FIFA Female Player of the Year award for the third year in a row.

NELSON MANDELA AWARD : 
Senior Congress leader Oscar Fernandez has been bestowed with the Nelson Mandela Award in recognition of his efforts for promoting minority rights.


The Nelson Mandela Award Minority Empowerment award was presented to him by Charles Steele Jr., a prominent civil rights activist and CEO of southern Christian Leadership Conference, the Atlanta-based organization co-founded by Martin Luther King. Jr.

RAMON MAGSASAY AWARDS

Prominent Indian Social activist Deep Joshi, who has done pioneering work for “development of rural communities,” was on August 3, 2009 named along with five other for the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Award for 2009, which is considered Asia’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize.

Mr. Joshi was recognized for “his vision and leadership in bringing professionalism to the NGO movement in India, by effectively combining ‘head’ and ‘heart’ in the transformative development of rural communities,” the Board of Trustees of the Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation said in a statement from its headquarters in Manila.

Thai researcher Krisana Kraisintu, who was working to develop generic drugs for fighting HIV/AIDS and Ka Hsaw Wa, an activist from Myanmar, who has documented human rights and environmental abuses, were among others to be selected for the honour, named after a popular Philippines President who died in a plane crash in 1957.

Other winners were : Ma Jun, a former journalist who launched the first public database on water pollution in China, Yu Xiaogang, founder of a non-profit group that helped communities flooded by a dam project in Yunnan and Filipino Lawyer-environmentalist Antonio Oposa Jr. The award function will be held in Manil is on August 31, 2009.

An activist from Myanmar who was tortured by the military as a student and now runs an NGO probing infrastructure projects the Ramon Magsaysay Award 2009.

Ka Hsaw Wa of Myanmar, co-founder of Earth Rights International, was recognized for “dauntlessly pursuing non-violent yet effective channels of redress, exposure, and education for the defense of human rights, the environments and democracy,”.

Yu Xiao gang of China was given the award for raising concerns about dams in his country and advocating social impact assessments in all such mega-infrastructure projects.

Ma Jun, also of China and a former journalist, was awarded for publicizing environmental issues in China, including naming over 10,000 companies violating emission standards.

Antonio Oposa Jr., a Filipino environmental activist and lawyer, was awarded for helping protest abuse of marine eco-systems, including organizing sea patrols to raid boat operators engaged in illegal dynamite fishing.

Krisana Kraisintu of Thailand was recognized for her work in providing generic drugs for HIV/AIDS victims, many times cheaper than the multiple pills from pharmaceutical companies.

She has worked both in Thailand and in sub-Saharan Africa.
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