Important Current Topics
1. Air Chief Marshal Pradeep Vasant Naik on May 31,2009 took charge as the 19th chief of the India Air Force from Air Chief Marshal Fali Homi Major, who demitted office. With more than four decades of distinguished service, Air Chief Marshal Naik (60) saw action in the 1971 India-Pakistan war. He has been decorated with the Param Vishist Seva Medal and the Vishist Seva Medal. Born on July 22, 1949 in Nagpur, Air Chief Marshal Naik was commissioned into the IAF on June 21, 1969 as a fighter pilot. An alumnus of Sainik School, Satara, and the National Defence Academy, Khadakvasla, Maharashtra, he has held many ‘Command Staff’ and ‘Instructional’ appointments. He has clocked more than 3000 hours of flying. He has also served as Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Central Air Command, Allahabad. Besides being a fellow of the National Defence College, New Delhi, the College of Defence Management, Secunderabad, and the Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, he has attended courses such as the flying instructor’s course, the jungle and snow survival course and the junior commander’s course. He is also one of the Honorary Aides-de-Camp to the President, the Supreme Commander of the armed forces.
2. The continued recession and economic downturn, especially in the U.S. and European markets, took a toll on exports as well as imports. Imports dropped by 36.6 per cent to $15.75 billion during the month of April,2009. Even as certain sectors showed signs of revival in the last few weeks, exports continued to decline for the seventh month in a row dropping sharply by 33.2 per cent $10.74 billion in April, the highest fall in the last 14 years, from $16.08 billion in the same month a year ago. After an impressive growth rate of over 30 per cent in the first six months of 2008-09, exports started declining since October. In 2008-09, exports grew by a megre 3.4 per cent to $168.7 billion. According to the official figures, oil imports contracted by 58.5 per cent to $3.6 billion in April, while non-oil inbound shipments too dropped by 24.6 per cent to $12.1 billion. exports would remain in the range of $170 billion in 2009-10. With rising oil product prices, the trade deficit for the current fiscal would remain at $100 billion compared to last year’s $120 billion. 
3. The Board of Approval (BoA) in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on june 3,2009 has approved 10 special economic zones (SEZs) and allowed one-year extension to four projects, including Mukesh Ambani-promoted Rewas Ports, for land acquisition. The BoA gave formal approvals to eight proposals, including those of Gulf Oil Corporation, Emmar MGF and Larsen and Toubro. Two other proposals were also given in-principle approvals. The Board also allowed leading realty players DLF to withdraw four of its IT/ITeS tax-free enclaves, asking the company to refund Rs. 6-7 crore worth of fiscal sops it would have availed itself of. Four developers, including Ambani-promoted Rewas Ports in Raigad, Maharashtra, and K. Raheja group have been allowed extension of in-principle approval by one year. These projects have not been able to acquire the required land. The total investment expected from these approved SEZs would be about Rs. 1,000 crore. The two proposals that have got in-principal approvals include Krishnapatnam Infratech in Kota Mandal (Andhra Pradesh) and Maharaja Multitrade in Nashik (Maharashtra) for multi-product and multi-services SEZs respectively.
4. The Supreme Court on june 01,2009 expressed its anguish over the increasing incidents of dowry deaths and suggested that no mercy be shown to those accused of burning women to death over dowry demands and such persons should be hanged. The Bench was hearing an application filed by Prem Kumar Gulati, the elder bother-in-law of the bride, who was burnt to death in Haryana. He was awarded life imprisonment by the Punjab and Haryana High Court. The applicant was accused of burning his brother’s wife in collusion with his brother and mother. The Court said that in India hundreds of innocent women are being burnt to death. It is an uncivilised act. This is against the norms of civilised society. It’s barbaric.
5. US State Department released an annual report on terrorism on April 30,2009. According to the report, India ranks among the world’s most terrorism-affected countries. The report on terrorism was released on April 30. The report highlighted the 26/11 Mumbai carnage and seven other major terror strikes across India in 2008. The terrorism report 2008 was heavily focused on Pakistan, far more than Iraq or Afghanistan, and paints a grim picture of a country in the throes of endemic extremist violence. Approximately 11800 terrorist attacks occurred in various countries during 2008, resulting in over 54,000 deaths, injuries, and kidnappings. Compared to 2007, attacks decreased by 2,700, or 18 percent, in 2008 while deaths due to terrorism decreased by 6,700, or 30 percent. According to the report, coordination, sophistication, and frequency of suicide bombings in Pakistan continued to grow in 2008. The report also noted that India-Pakistan relations were improving despite an increased number of infiltrations across the Line of Control, until they were significantly set back by the Mumbai attack in November 2008.
6. Congressional Research Service has prepared a report according to which Pakistan with about 60 nuclear warheads primarily targeted towards India is continuing production of fissile material for weapons and adding to its weapons production facilities and delivery vehicles. CRS is a research wing of the US Congress which prepares reports for Congressmen. It confirmed the recent statements and media reports that Pakistan was expanding its nuclear arsenal. According to the report, Pakistan stores its warheads unassembled with the fissile core separate from non-nuclear explosives, and these are stored separately from their delivery vehicles.
7.  A 1973 batch IAS officer of the Gujarat cadre, Ashok Chawla was appointed Finance Secretary in the Government of India. Ashok Chawla hold various important portfolios in the field of economy, Industry, Chemicals & Fertilizers, Oil and Natural Gas, Insurance and infrastructure. He also worked as Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs and Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation. Also he was given Additional charge of the Department of Financial Services since May 1,2009.
8. 1975 batch IAS officer of Andhra Pradesh cadre H. S. Brahma took the charge of Secretary, Union Ministry of Power on May 12,2009. He was earlier Special Secretary, National Disaster Management Authority in the Ministry of Home Affairs.

9. 1971 batch IAS officer of Andhra pradesh cadre JS Sarma took the charge of the chairman of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on May 14,2009. He succeeded Nripendra Misra who superannuated on March 22. After Nripendra Misra’s retirement AK Sawhney, the senior-most member in Trai had been acting as the TRAI chairman. TRAI is an independent regulator for all issues relating to telecom and broadcasting. The salary and emoluments for the TRAI chairman's position was recently increased to Rs 3 lakh per month, who holds a three-year term as the industry regulator.
10. Pascal Lamy was reappointed director-general of World Trade Organisation. The General Council, on 30 April,2009 endorsed reappointment of Lamy for a second term of four years. He was elected unopposed for the post as none of the WTO's 153 member states put forward another candidate by the deadline of December 31, 2008. A French political advisor and businessman Pascal Lamy had worked as European Commissioner for Trade. He is also Honorary President of Paris-based think tank Notre Europe.
11. Leader of Meghalaya United Alliance Donwa Dethwelson Lapang was sworn-in as the Chief Minister of Meghalaya on May 13,2009. Meghalaya United Alliance is comprises of the Congress and a regional party, United Democratic Party. The alliance has 37 Members of Legislative Assembly -26 from the Congress, nine from UDP and two Independents-in the 60-member house. Meghalaya was under President's rule since March 18, 2009 after the governor reported that there was a 'breakdown of constitutional machinery.' President's rule was lifted on May 8.
12. Ruth Padel, one of Britain’s most respected poets and great-great-granddaughter of Charles Darwin had been elected the first woman Professor of Poetry at Oxford University in 300 years beating Indian academic Arvind Krishna Mehrotra. Later on May 26,2009 she was forced to quit following a row over her alleged involvement in a smear campaign against her main rival, Nobel laureate Derek Walcott.
13. Aditya Puri, managing director of HDFC Bank was ranked as India's Best CEO (overall) in Finance Asia magazine's annual poll of investors and analysts. He defeated Infosys Technology, Bharti Airtel and Reliance Industries to take the top spot in 2009 poll. Finance Asia conducts annual polls to rank Asia's top companies in different categories, including those with the Best CEO.
14. Leader of African National Congress (ANC), Jacob Gedleyihlekisa Zuma took oath as fourth President of South Africa since the end of apartheid. He was administered the oath by Constitutional Court Chief Justice Pius Langa in front of Father of the Nation for the New South Africa and first black president Nelson Mandela and 30 Heads of States and Governments on May 10,2009 in Pretoria. Jacob Zuma, a self-taught man who fought the apartheid regime from inside South Africa and spent 10 years in prison in Robben Island along with Mandela succeeded outgoing President Kgalema Motlanthe. Jacob Zuma was the head of the ANC’s internal security wing during the struggle against apartheid. The election held in April 2009, his party ANC polled 65.9 per cent of the votes and narrowly missed getting the two-thirds majority in parliament.
15. Human rights activist and vice-president of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties, Binayak Sen was granted bail by Supreme Court on May 25,2009. Binayak Sen was arrested under the act on the charges of acting as a courier for an alleged Naxalite ideologue. He had been in detention in Raipur jail since since May 14, 2007 under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.
16. P. Sabita Indra Reddy was given the responsibility of home minister in newly formed cabinet in Andhra Pradesh. She became first woman in Andhra Pradesh to hold the post of home minister of state.
17. Leader of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist) Madhav Kumar Nepal sworn in by President Ram Baran Yadav as second Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal on May 25,2009. Earlier he received 359 votes out of the 601-member Constituent Assembly and was declared winner. Nepali Congress president Girija Prasad Koirala and senior congress leader Sher Bahadur Deuba proposed Madhav Kumar Nepal’s name while CPN-UML chairman Jhalanath Khanal and 21 other Constituent Assembly members supported it. The UCPN (Maoists) boycotted the election announcing they would not support the government. The CPN (unified) and the Janata Dal also boycotted the House. He replaced first Maoist prime minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda who had resigned on May 4, following a row over the tenure of Army chief General Rookmangud Katawal.
18. The former Deputy Director-General of the Telecom department, Runu Ghosh was sentenced to three-year rigorous imprisonment by a court on May 15,2009 for amassing disproportionate assets worth Rs 20.94 lakhs during the tenure of former union minister Sukhram and ordered forfeiture of the assets. She was convicted for acquiring the illegal wealth during a period from November 1, 1992 to August 16, 1996 while serving as deputy director general in the Telecom department.

19. Conservative supermarket magnate Ricardo Martinelli was elected New President of Panama on May 3,2009. He got 61 percent votes and ruling party candidate Balbina Herrera got 37 percent votes. Former President Guillermo Endara was a distant third. 54 -year-old Herrera served as housing minister under outgoing President Martin Torrijos. Presidents in Panama are elected for a single, five-year term. The U.S.-educated, pro-business 57-year-old Martinelli owns Panama's largest supermarket chain. He promised work for a national unity government.
20. Sister Mary Prema was declared new superior general of the Missionaries of Charity, a congregation founded by Mother Teresa. German-born nun Mary Prema replaced Sister Nirmala Joshi, who was re-elected for the third time on 13 March,2009 but she requested to be relieved of her duties due to ailing health. Miss Joshi has led the congregation since 1997, after the death of Nobel laureate Mother Teresa. Missionaries of Charity (MoC)was established in Kolkata in 1950 by Mother Teresa. She was awarded Nobel Peace prize in 1979. MoC is a Roman Catholic religious order comprising of over 4500 sisters in 133 countries.
21. The government of India appointed Hardeep Singh Puri as India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations. He succeed Nirupam Sen, whose term ended March 31,2009. A 1974-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, Hardeep Singh Puri served as India’s ambassador to Brazil and prior to his new appointment, he was as secretary (economic affairs) in the external affairs ministry.
22. Horst Koehler was reelected as the President of Germany by a single vote for a second five year term on May 23,2009. The 1224-seat assembly members and state representatives of the country's 16 state legislatures, who include local television celebrities and sports stars, voted in a secret ballot. He had the backing of Chancellor Angela Merkel's Christian Democrats and the opposition Free Democrats. Horst Koehler received 613 votes while his opponent the center-left Social Democratic Party candidate Gesine Schwan secured 503 votes. Horst Koehler had been managing director of the International Monetary Fund between 2000 and 2004.
23. INS Airavat, the fifth indigenously-built landing ship tank, was commissioned into the naval fleet at the Eastern Naval Command (ENC) base Visakhapatnam on May 19,2009. The warship can carry 10 main battle tanks, 11 combat trucks and 500 troops and has a considerable range and endurance on sea. Third of the Shardul Class of ships, INS Airavat is the most contemporary and fully indigenized LST (L) in the Indian Navy. The warship has soft-kill ability through chaff rockets which could be used to clutter the sensory inputs of an incoming energy aircraft or missile. It is also fitted with remote propulsion control, battle damage control and automated power management systems. INS Airavat would augment the operational capabilities and reach of the Eastern Naval Command, in addition to enhancing the amphibious and disaster relief potential of the Eastern Fleet.

24. The ‘Time’ magazine has published Time 100 list of the World's Most Influential People’ in the category of political leaders, celebrities and academicians among others in the May 11,2009 annual Time 100 issue. World's Most Influential People list was prepared by magazine's editors and it was different from popular choice in TIME. com's online poll. Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani (31st) and Oscar winning Indian music director A R Rahman (59th) made it to the list. Democratic senator Edward Kennedy and British premier Gordon Brown made it to the first and second spot respectively. US secretary of State Hillary Clinton is in the eighth place, Pakistan army chief Ashfaq Kayani is sitting pretty at the 19th position, just a spot ahead of President Barack Obama. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President Nicolas Sarkozy, Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos and media celebrity Oprah Winfrey also placed on the list. Sri Lankan performer in the ‘O Saya’ song of Slumdog Millionaire, Maya Arulpragasam placed 43rd.
25. The U.S. State Department's security director Gregory Starr was appointed new U.N. security chief overseeing the world body's far-flung security operations. Starr was given responsibility of protecting more than 285 U.S. embassies and consulates overseas as well as 100 domestic facilities. He replaced David Veness of Britain who resigned in June 2008 over the December 2007 truck bombing at U.N. offices and another building in Algiers that killed 17 U.N. staffers and injured 40 others.
 

Prakash Mehra passed away
1. Seventy year old Veteran filmmaker Prakash Mehra passed away on May 17,2009 at Andheri in Mumbai.. Mehra had begun his career as a production controller in the late 50s and turned director with the musical super hit Haseena Man Jaayegi (1968) starring Shashi Kapoor. He is credited for giving Amitabh Bachchan that big break with his Zanjeer, following which there was no looking back for Bachchan. They together made seven films, most notable of them being Hera Pheri (1976), Muqaddar Ka Sikandar (1978), Laawaris (1981), Namak Halal (1982) and of course Sharaabi (1984). Bal Brahmachari (1996) was his last directed film and Rekha starrer Mujhe Meri Biwi Se Bachao (2001) was his last produced film. Prakash Mehra was one of the first Bollywood directors to try venture into Hollywood.

2. • Madhu Kannan was appointed managing director and chief executive officer (CEO) of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) on May 11,2009 by its board. Prior to his appointment, he was a managing director (corporate strategy) with Bank of America-Merrill Lynch based in New York. Kannan also held various senior roles across businesses at the NYSE Euronext. The post of CEO was lying vacant ever since its managing director, Rajnikant Patel, resigned abruptly in August 2008.
3. Rajan Santosham, cardiothoracic surgeon and chairman of the Santosham Chest Hospital Rajan Santosham was elected the Regent for India of the American College of Chest Physicians and Surgeons, U.S. He was also elected the president of the Indian Association of Cardio-Vascular Thoracic Surgeons that was held on May 17,2009 at Srinagar in Kashmir.

4. Congress leader YS Rajasekhara Reddy took the oath as the 14th Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh on May 20,2009. He became the first Chief Minister in the State to be sworn in for a second consecutive term after serving full five-year tenure. Andhra Pradesh governor ND Tiwari also administered the oath of office to 35 ministers, who were inducted into the ministry.
5. Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and director-general, The Energy and Resources Institute, R.K. Pachauri took over as chairman, governing council, National Agro Foundation (NAF). NAF was founded by the C. Subramaniam, who was an architect of India’s Green Revolution.
6. Britain's Speaker of the House of Commons, Michael Martin resigned on May 19,2009 because of a backlash over excessive expense claims by lawmakers. He is the first speaker to be forced out of office since 1695. Before Martin’s resignation, Sir John Trevor was last speaker to be forced from his position in 1965. He was found guilty of accepting a bribe in 1695. Michael Martin was elected to represent a Glasgow constituency in the House of Commons in 1979 as a member of the Labour Party and became speaker in 2000.
7. British Justice Minister Shahid Malik was forced to resign on May 15,2009 in the MPs’ expenses claims scandal. The scandal already ruined the careers of several MPs following damaging revelations about widespread abuse of the claims system by members of all parties.
8. Admiral SM Nanda died after a prolonged illness on May 11,2009 in New Delhi. He led the Indian Navy during the Indo-Pak Conflict of 1971. Ninety three-year-old Nanda, a Padma Vibhushan award winner, Admiral Nanda was appointed the Chief of Naval Staff on March 1, 1970. He retired in 1973. He was awarded the Param Vishist Seva Medal (PVSM) and the Ati Vishist Seva Medal (AVSM) for his distinguished service.
9. The Brazilian theater director and playwright Augusto Boal passed away on May 2,2009. He was 78. Augusto Boal was known for the interactive genre called the ‘Theater of the Oppressed.’ It was a way to establish a dialogue between audience, playwright, director and actors that encouraged political activism. Boal was arrested, jailed and tortured before being exiled to Argentina by the dictatorship that ruled Brazil between 1964 and 1985.
10. Sant Rama Nand, associate head of the Jalandhar-based Dera Sacha Khand died on May 25,2009 after he wounded in the fatal shooting at a Sikh temple in Vienna. He was 57. At least 15 other people were wounded, including four of the attackers, who were eventually overpowered by worshippers.
11. Former South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun died after throwing himself off a rocky cliff that overlooks his home in the village of Bongha, 450 kilometers southeast of Seoul on May 23,2009. He was 62. Roh was under investigation for receiving millions of dollars in bribes from a businessman while in office. His administration ended in 2008 dogged by scandal and infighting. Roh Moo-hyun’s Uri party was hit by scandal and in-fighting, and there was fierce public opposition to several of his policies. He was suspended early in 2004, after parliament voted to impeach him over a breach of election rules, but the Constitutional Court later overturned the move and he was reinstated.
12. A prominent and influential yoga teacher Krishna Pattabhi Jois passed away in Mysore at the age of 93. He popularised the school of yoga known as Ashtanga, characterised by fast-paced exercises that involve pronounced, but controlled, breathing while holding varying postures. He opened his own school, the Ashtanga Yoga Institute.
13. Gadar Activist Bhagat Singh Bilga died on May 22,2009 in Birmingham, England, at his son’s residence. He was 102. He was the last surviving member of the pre-Independence Gadar Party founded in San Francisco in 1913 by U.S.-based Indians to join in the struggle for India’s independence. He openly and totally opposed the Khalistan agitation.
14. Chairman and managing director of Lakshmi Mills G.K. Sundaram died in Coimbatore on May 18,2009 at the age of 95. A doyen of the textile industry, Sundaram was also the chairman of Lakshmi Automatic Loom Works Limited and the Lakshmi Card Clothing Manufacturing Company. He was the founder-president of the South India Cotton Association (1978-1998) and continued to be its emeritus president.
15. Sri Lankan Army killed Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam chief Velupillai Prabakaran with at least 18 top leaders including Pottu Amman, B. Nadesan and S. Pulithevan in an intense battle on May 18,2009. Prabhakaran founded LTTE on a culture of suicide attacks and had developed an aura of invincibility. He was the prime architect of the bloody 30-year civil war, and was responsible for the assassinations of several political leaders including India's Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in1991 and Sri Lankan President Premadasa in1993.
16. Many people died in Mexico from swine flu in April and May,2009. Government decided to shut down all schools nationwide for more than a week and vastly limit public gatherings in the country. A virus subtype H1N1 is an epidemic of a new strain of influenza virus identified in April 2009, commonly referred to as ‘swine flu’.
17. A key strategic town north of Mogadishu, Jowhar was taken control by the Somali insurgent group al-Shabaab on May 17,2009.
18. Sikh guru Sant Rama Nand of to Sach Khand dera was killed with others in a rival group attack on a Sikh temple in Vienna, Austria. Later many people wounded in post-Vienna clashes in Punjab and Haryana states of India.
19. Scientists found evidence of an unexpected particle whose curious characteristics may reveal new ways that quarks can combine to form matter. The new particle was temporarily designated as Y(4140). It has a mass equivalent to 4140 million electron volts (MeV) of energy – in the sense of Einstein’s mass-energy relation – and the symbol Y is indicative of its as yet unconfirmed and ill-understood status. At present, it is not clear what exactly Y (4140) is made of.

20. A new 47-million year old primate fossil Ida, found in Germany was unveiled to the world at the American Museum of Natural History in New York on May 19,2009. It may be a key link to explaining the evolution of early primates and, perhaps, telling them about developments that led to modern human beings. Dr. Jorn Hurum of the University of Oslo, who led the two-year effort to determine the fossil's importance, nicknamed it ‘Ida’ after his own six-year-old daughter. Ida, the fossil of a young female that probably resembled a modern-day lemur was described as the most complete primate fossil ever found.
21. Tropical cyclone Aila wreaked havoc in Kolkata, its suburbs and across south Bengal. Aila also hit Bangladesh's southern coastlines with wind-driven tidal surged inundating residential areas and breaching embankments. Many people died on both sides.
22. • AWACS aircraft was inducted into Indian Air Force on May 28,2009. Earlier the AWACS aircraft landed at Jamnagar air base in Gujarat. The aircraft will operate from the Agra air base under the Central Air Command as part of the extended fleet of the IL-76s family. India became the first country in South Asia to own an AWACS, popularly called 'an eye in the sky'. The aircraft being looked as a replacement for the IL-76 include Embraer and Gulfstream 550, which can carry out flying missions of over nine hours at a stretch.

23. A meeting of the SCO security chiefs was held in Moscow in May 2009. The meet voiced concern over the situation in Pakistan and the risk of its nuclear weapons falling into terrorist hands. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is an intergovernmental mutual-security organization which was founded in 2001 by the leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

24. The Supreme Court strengthened the Special Investigation Team (SIT), headed by the former CBI Director, R.K. Raghavan, by inducting the two more former CBI officers to probe relatively gruesome incidents during the 2002 Gujarat riots. Thus it became a six-member team now.

25. Astra is India’s first beyond visual range air-to-air missile (BVRAM). It was test-launched from the integrated test range at Chandipur-on-sea on May 7,2009. Astra is a high-end tactical missile and is envisaged to intercept enemy aircraft at supersonic speeds in head-on mode at a range of 80 km and in tail-chase mode at 20 km.

26. Former Governor of Himachal Pradesh and Punjab passed away on May 2,2009 at his house in Shamli town of Uttar Pradesh at the age of 93. He was also a member of the Lok Sabha from 1998 to 1999.

27. Renowned Marathi film director and editor N S Vaidya died at the age of 83. He won many acclaims including ‘Filmfare’ award for best direction and editing of the film ‘Lek Chalali Sasarla’ in 1985.

28. A team from Appalachian State University and Deccan College Pune analyses 4000- year-old skeleton from India and found the evidence of leprosy. The skeleton represents both the earliest archaeological evidence for human infection with Mycobacterium leprae in the world and the first evidence for the disease in prehistoric India. The study demonstrates that leprosy was present in human populations in India by the end of the mature phase of the Indus Civilisation (2000 BC) and provides support for one hypothesis about prehistoric transmission routes for disease. 
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World Bank Report

According to World Bank report, India can further its climate resilience through a combination of measures and right incentives aimed at multiple levels of government-local, state, and national. The Report, ‘Climate Change Impacts in Drought-and Flood-Affected Areas: Case Studies in India’ is the first of its kind in South Asia Region. The Report looks at options to tackle the problem of adaptation to climate change in selected climate hotspots. It addresses both current climate vulnerabilities, identifies effective coping strategies and investigates future climate impacts and adaptive responses. The report’s regional focus is on two drought-prone regions of Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra and a flood prone region in Orissa. It makes a strong case for a shift in agricultural systems in order to overcome future climate change pressures. 
The report said that building climate risk assessment as a requirement for all long-lived infrastructure projects; explores new and innovative financial instruments to promote income diversification in rural areas; emphasizes the need for aggressively pursuing water conservation and controlling groundwater demand at a larger geographical scale and suggests strengthened support for agricultural research and extension to promote sustainable modes of dryland farming. The report has suggested a better manage climate risks through setting up a climate information management system to help integrate baseline information into policy, planning and investment decisions.

Amnesty International
 Amnesty International launched its report on May 28,2009 in London. The 2009 Report provides key trends and events in 2008 across 157 countries. According to the report, the World is sitting on a social, political and economic time bomb that will explode if human rights concerns are not addressed. Billions of people are suffering from insecurity, injustice and indignity around the world and the global financial situation made the human rights crisis far worse. More people were driven into poverty and placed at increased risk of human rights violations. In Africa, the food crisis, a hallmark of 2008, had a disproportionate impact on vulnerable groups. In Asia, millions of people swelled the ranks of those already living in poverty, as the cost of food, fuel and other commodities increased dramatically in 2008. 

Facts

1. Across the region, the gap between rich and poor remained vast.

2. During 2008 many governments continued to ignore the voices of the poor and the marginalized.

3. The financial crisis and rising food prices affected those already living in or close to poverty in the Middle East and North Africa.

4. Recession has fuelled even greater repression, as protests stemming from poverty, economic disparities or a lack of justice are brutally suppressed.

5. In Latin America and the Caribbean, poverty, inequality and discrimination increased.

6. At least 2,390 people were executed worldwide. China, Saudi Arabia and the USA – all G-20 member states – accounted for the highest number of executions.

7. Amnesty International recorded torture and other forms of ill-treatment in 14 of the G-20 countries during 2008.

8. China is also the world’s leading executioner.

9. China increased repression of human rights defenders, religious practitioners, ethnic minorities, lawyers and journalists.

10. In Japan, the number of executions increased and prisoners faced prolonged periods of solitary confinement and inadequate access to medical care.
11. The world needs leadership that moves states from narrow self-interest to multilateral cooperation.

12. The world needs a new global deal for human rights. 

13. The consequences of the economic crisis can only be addressed with a coordinated global response based on human rights and the rule of law.

14. World leaders must invest in human rights as purposefully as it invests in economic growth.
15.  A six-day international festival of children’s films showcasing films from 20 countries was held in Kolkata from May 24,2009. Hollywood hit ‘Kung Fu Panda’ was the inaugural film of the festival, it also included award-winning films from the Netherlands, Italy, France, Iran, Japan, etc as well as some UNICEF productions.

16.  User trial of nuclear-capable ‘Agni-II' missile was successfully conducted by the Army on May 19,2009. Scientists from Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) were present to provide the necessary logistical support. The test of ‘Agni-II', an indigenously built Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile was carried out from a mobile launcher pad-4 of Integrated Test Range at Wheelers Island near Dhamra, about 80 km from Balasore (Orissa). The state-owned Bharat Dynamics Ltd is the nodal agency for the production of Agni-I and Agni-II missiles. Agni-II missile was first tested on April 11, 1999, and inducted in the Army in 2004. The indigenously built surface-to-surface Agni-I missile has a strike range of 1500 km, while Agni-II missile has the capability of hitting targets at ranges between 2500 to 3,000 km with a 1000 kg pay-load.
 

*****
