



Great Personalities of Tamil Nadu
Indian-born American physicist and molecular biologist by name Venki Ramakrishnan 

Born 1952, Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu, India 

Indian-born American physicist and molecular biologist who was awarded the 2009 Nobel Prize for Chemistry, along with American biophysicist and biochemist Thomas Steitz and Israeli protein crystallographer Ada Yonath, for his research into the atomic structure and function of cellular particles called ribosomes. (Ribosomes are tiny particles made up of RNA and proteins that specialize in protein synthesis and are found free or bound to the endoplasmic reticulum within cells.)

In 1971 Ramakrishnan earned a bachelor’s degree in physics from Baroda University in Gujarat, India, and in 1976 he received a doctoral degree in physics from Ohio University in the United States. From 1976 to 1978 he took classes as a graduate student in biology at the University of California, San Diego, and worked with Mexican American biochemist Mauricio Montal, studying a molecule called rhodopsin, which forms channels in cell membranes. Thus, although Ramakrishnan’s initial academic background prepared him for a career in theoretical physics, his interests later shifted toward molecular biology. He conducted his postdoctoral research from 1978 to 1982 at Yale University in New Haven, Conn. At Yale he worked in the laboratory of American molecular biophysicist and biochemist Peter Moore and learned to use a technique known as neutron scattering to investigate the structure of the small subunit of ribosomes in the bacterium Escherichia coli (ribosomes are composed of two distinct subunits, one large and one small).

From 1983 to 1995 Ramakrishnan was a biophysicist at Brookhaven National Laboratory in New York. There he continued to utilize neutron scattering, as well as another technique called X-ray crystallography, to elucidate the structure of ribosomes and other molecules, including chromatin and proteins known as histones. In 1999 Ramakrishnan took a position in the Medical Research Council Laboratory of Molecular Biology at the University of Cambridge in England. The following year he published a series of groundbreaking scientific papers in which he presented data on the RNA structure and organization of the small ribosomal subunit of Thermus thermophilus (a bacterium that is commonly used in genetics research) and revealed the structures of antibiotics bound to small subunits of ribosomes at a resolution of just 3 angstroms (Å; 1 Å is equivalent to 10−10 metre, or 0.1 nanometre).

Ramakrishnan was elected a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences in 2004 and a foreign member of the Indian National Science Academy in 2008. He also was made a fellow of the Royal Society of London in 2003. Ramakrishnan received the Louis-Jeantet Prize for Medicine in 2007 and the Heatley Medal, awarded by the British Biochemical Society, in 2008.

For more information, please click the following link :

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1567976/Venkatraman-Ramakrishnan
Tyagaraja

Indian composer 

Born May 4, 1767, Madras Presidency [Tamil Nadu], India died Jan. 6, 1847, Madras Presidency [Tamil Nadu] 

Indian composer of Carnatic songs of the genre kirtana, or kriti (devotional songs), and of ragas. He is the most prominent person in the history of southern Indian classical music, and he is venerated by contemporary Carnatic musicians. Tyagaraja is said to have composed the music and words of thousands of kriti. In concert life he remains dominant; rarely does a concert of southern Indian music omit his works. Although ethnically Tamil, he spent much of his life at the court of Tanjore (now Thanjavur), where the official language was Telugu; thus, most of his songs have Telugu texts. He is considered the head of a group of three major composers who flourished at Tanjore in the early 19th century, the others being Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama Sastri.

Most of Tyagaraja’s songs were in praise of Rama, who, like Krishna, is believed to be an incarnation of the god Vishnu. Tyagaraja became a devotee of Vaishnava at an early age and is regarded as an exponent of gana-marga—i.e., salvation through devotional music. The music of Tyagaraja’s songs is transmitted orally. He is credited with various musical innovations, including the use of a structured variation of musical lines within the performance, a practice that may have been derived from improvisatory techniques.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/611423/Tyagaraja
M. S. Swaminathan

Indian scientist 

Born Aug. 7, 1925, Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu, India 

Indian geneticist and international administrator, renowned for his leading role in India’s “Green Revolution,” a program under which high-yield varieties of wheat and rice seedlings were planted in the fields of poor farmers.

Swaminathan, the son of a surgeon, was educated in India and at the University of Cambridge (Ph.D., 1952) as a geneticist. During the next two decades he held a number of research and administrative positions (mostly in the Indian civil service). While working in these positions he helped introduce Mexican semidwarf wheat plants to Indian fields and helped to bring about greater acceptance of modern farming methods. From 1972 to 1979 he was director general of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, and he was minister of Agriculture from 1979 to 1980. He served as director general of the International Rice Research Institute (1982–88) and became president of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources in 1988.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/576207/M-S-Swaminathan
Sivaji Ganesan

Indian actororiginal name Villipuram Chinah Pillai Ganesan 

Born October 1, 1928, Sirkali, Tamil Nadu, India died July 21, 2001, Chennai 

versatile star of Indian cinema.

Ganesan dropped out of school at a young age in order to join a boys’ acting troupe. In 1946 he made his mark playing the title role of the Maratha emperor Sivaji—the historical character who gave him his screen name—in C.N. Annadurai’s play Sivaji Kanda Indhu Rajyam. When Annadurai formed the Dravida Munnertra Kazhagam (DMK) political party in 1949, Ganesan joined and made his film debut with the classic DMK film Parasakthi (1952). By the mid-1950s Ganesan had begun to move away from the DMK and its atheistic policies. He soon attained fame by appearing in several mythological films—one such film, Veerapandiya Kattaborman (1960), is probably his best-known work.

Ganesan, capable of a wide range of types, is regarded by many as one of the most gifted actors in world cinema. Perhaps his most distinguishing feature was his highly expressive, resonant voice. He appeared in more than 300 films, portraying the leading role in nearly all of them. He also dabbled in politics in the 1980s, serving in the Indian parliament and as president of the Tamil Nadu faction of Janata Dal.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/760851/Sivaji-Ganesan
Annie Besant

British social reformer 

Born Oct. 1, 1847, London, Eng. died Sept. 20, 1933, Adyar, Madras [now in Tamil Nādu, India] 

British social reformer, sometime Fabian socialist, theosophist, and Indian independence leader.

Besant had been the wife of an Anglican clergyman. They separated in 1873, and Besant became associated for many years with the atheist and social reformer Charles Bradlaugh. She was an early advocate of birth control, and in the late 1880s she became a prominent Fabian socialist under the influence of George Bernard Shaw. Finally, in 1889, she was converted to the doctrines of the Russian-born religious mystic Helena Blavatsky, a cofounder of the Theosophical Society. The teachings of the society emphasized human service, a spiritual evolutionism drawn from both Eastern and Western esoteric philosophy, and the role of suprahuman masters of wisdom. Besant plunged vigorously into theosophical work, lecturing and writing widely. Her numerous books and articles are still considered among the best expositions of theosophical belief. She was international president of the Theosophical Society from 1907 until her death, residing principally at its headquarters in Madras. She was active in educational and humanitarian work in India and became involved in the Indian independence movement, establishing the Indian Home Rule League in 1916. She promoted her protégé, Jiddu Krishnamurti, whom she believed to be a potential world teacher, in the years before his renunciation of formal theosophy in 1929.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/62983/Annie-Besant
Ramaswamy Venkataraman

President of India 

Born Dec. 4, 1910, Rajamadam, Madras [now Tamil Nadu], India died Jan. 27, 2009, New Delhi 

Indian politician, government official, and lawyer who was president of India from 1987 to 1992.

Venkataraman studied law at the University of Madras and began his legal practice in 1935. He became involved in India’s independence struggle and was consequently jailed by the British (1942–44). After his release he continued to practice law and helped draft India’s constitution, which was adopted in 1950. Venkataraman was elected to independent India’s Provisional Parliament in 1950 as a member of the Indian National Congress party. He subsequently was a member of the Lok Sabha (the lower house of the Indian parliament) from 1952 to 1957 and from 1977 onward. From 1957 to 1967 he was minister of industry and labour for the state of Madras (now Tamil Nadu). Venkataraman eventually joined the central government, serving as minister of finance and industry (1980–82) and minister of defense (1982–84).

After serving as vice president of India in 1984–87, he was elected to the largely ceremonial post of president in July 1987.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/625441/Ramaswamy-Venkataraman
Subrahmanya C. Bharati

Indian writeralso spelled Subramania C. Bharati 

Born Dec. 11, 1882, Ettaiyapuram, Madras Presidency, India died Sept. 12, 1921, Madras 

Outstanding Indian writer of the nationalist period who is regarded as the father of the modern Tamil style.

The son of a learned Brahman, Bharati became a Tamil scholar at an early age. He received little formal education, however, and in 1904 moved to Madras (now Chennai). There he translated English into Tamil for several magazines and later joined the Tamil daily newspaper Swadesamitran. This exposure to political affairs led to his involvement in the extremist wing of the Indian National Congress party, and, as a result, he was forced to flee to Pondicherry (now Puducherry), a French colony, where he lived in exile from 1910 to 1919. During this time Bharati’s nationalistic poems and essays were popular successes. Upon his return to India in 1919 he was briefly imprisoned and later rejoined Swadesamitran. He was killed by a temple elephant in Madras.

Bharati’s best-known works include Kaṇṇan pāṭṭu (1917; Songs to Krishna), Panchali sapatham (1912; Panchali’s Vow), and Kuyil pāṭṭu (1912; Kuyil’s Song). Many of his English works were collected in Agni and Other Poems and Translations and Essays and Other Prose Fragments (1937).

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/64031/Subrahmanya-C-Bharati
Tiruvalluvar

Indian poetalso spelled Thiruvalluvar, also called Valluvar 

Flourished c. 1st century bc or 6th century ad, India 

Tamil poet-saint known as the author of the Tirukkural (“Sacred Couplets”), considered a masterpiece of human thought, compared in India and abroad to the Bible, John Milton’s Paradise Lost, and the works of Plato.

Little is known about the life of Tiruvalluvar except that he is believed to have lived in Mylapore (now part of Chennai [formerly Madras], Tamil Nadu, India) with his wife, Vasuki. He was probably a Jain ascetic of humble origins who worked as a weaver. Both Buddhists and Shaivites, however, claim him as their own, and he is especially revered by those of low caste.

Tiruvalluvar’s couplets in the Tirukkural are highly aphoristic: “Adversity is nothing sinful, but / laziness is a disgrace”; “Wine cheers only when it is quaffed, but love / intoxicates at mere sight.” Despite Tiruvalluvar’s reasonable tone, many of his ideas were revolutionary. He dismissed the caste system: “One is not great because of one’s birth in a noble family; one is not low because of one’s low birth.” The poet maintained that goodness is its own reward and should not be regarded as a mere means to a comfortable afterlife.

Chennai bus drivers have adopted the poet as their patron saint; his likeness is found attached above the windshields in the vehicles of the city’s official Tiruvalluvar Bus Company.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/596932/Tiruvalluvar
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari

Indian statesman 

Born 1879, Hosur, India died Dec. 25, 1972, Madras [now Chennai] 

the only Indian governor-general of independent India. He was a founder and leader of the Swatantra (Independent) Party in 1959.

Leaving a lucrative law practice, Rajagopalachari edited Mohandas K. Gandhi’s paper Young India while Gandhi was in prison in the early 1920s. For 20 years (1922–42) he served on the Working Committee of the Indian National Congress and was prime minister of his home state of Madras (now Tamil Nadu) from 1937 to 1939.

In June 1948 Rajagopalachari took over as governor-general of India’s interim government, serving until January 1950. From 1952 to 1954 he was again chief minister of Madras. He received the Bharat Ratna award in 1954 for meritorious service to India.

In June 1959 Rajagopalachari helped found the Swatantra Party in Madras, representing a coalition of interests opposed to the Congress. The party was fundamentally conservative and anticommunist, supporting free enterprise and the reduction of the central government’s control of the states.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/490048/Chakravarti-Rajagopalachari
Gemini Ganesan

Indian actor Ramaswamy Ganesh 

Indian film actor (b. Nov. 17, 1920, Madras [Chennai], Tamil Nadu, India—d. March 22, 2005, Chennai), was the “kadhal mannan” (“king of romance”) in southern India’s Tamil-language cinema. Ganesan appeared in more than 200 films, beginning with a small role in Miss Malini (1947). His last significant screen appearance was in Avvai Shanmugi (1996), a Tamil remake of Mrs. Doubtfire, in which he played the romantic rival.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1089410/Gemini-Ganesan
C. Subramaniam

Indian politician 

Indian politician (b. Jan. 30, 1910, Pollachi, near Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India—d. Nov. 7, 2000, Chennai [formerly Madras], India), was commonly referred to as the “Father of the Green Revolution” after he introduced a new variety of wheat seed that transformed Indian agriculture and helped the country achieve self-sufficiency in grain production. Subramaniam received a degree in physics from Presidency College, University of Madras, and a law degree from Madras Law College. In the early 1940s he was imprisoned by the British authorities, and after India gained independence (1947) he was a member of the Constituent Assembly that drafted the Indian constitution. Subramaniam was elected to the Lok Sabha (lower house of parliament), held various ministerial offices in Madras state and in the national cabinet, served (1990–93) as governor of Maharashtra state, and published a multivolume autobiography, Hand of Destiny (1993). In 1998 he was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour.

For more information, please click the following link:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/714184/C-Subramaniam
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