Eight awards for Pazhassi Raja
The Mammootty-starrer ‘Pazhassi Raja,' written by M.T. Vasudevan Nair and directed by Hariharan, has won eight awards at the State film awards for 2009 that were announced on 6.4.2010.

‘Paleri Manikyam Oru Pathira Kolapathakathinte Katha,' directed by Renjith, has won the award for the best feature film and ‘Raamanam,' directed and produced by M.P. Sukumaran Nair, has won the award for the second best feature film. 

Mammootty's role in ‘Paleri Manikyam' won him the best male actor award and its female lead, Shwetha Menon, won the best female actor award. Jagathy Sreekumar won the special jury award for his contributions to various films. P. Sukumar, who directed ‘Swa Le,' was adjudged the best debutant director and ‘Ividam Swargamanu,' directed by Roshan Andrews, won the award for the best popular film with artistic value.

The awards won by ‘Pazhassi Raja' are the following: best director-Hariharan, best scenarist-Mr. Vasudevan Nair, second best actor award-Manoj K. Jayan, second best female actor-Padmapriya, best film editor-Sreekar Prasad, best art director-Muthuraj, best costumer-Natarajan, and best dubbing artiste-Shobby Tilakan.

Sooraj Venjaramoodu has been adjudged the best comedian for his performance in ‘Ivar Vivahitharayaal.' 

Baby Nivedita who acted in ‘Bhramaram' is the best child artiste.

The following are among the other award winners: Best story writer-Sasi Paravur for ‘Kadaksham'; cinematographer-K.G. Jayan for ‘Sufi Paranja Katha'; lyricist-Rafeeq Ahammed for the song ‘Thekkini kolayil chumarail…' in ‘Sufi Paranja Katha'; best music director- Mohan Sithara for the same song; Background score-Rahul Raj for ‘Rithu'; playback singer male K.J. Yesudas for the song ‘Swantham swantham balyathiloode…' in ‘Madhya Venal'; female playback singer Shreya Ghoshal for ‘Chanthu thottile…' in ‘Banaras'; best classical singer Sharath for the song ‘Bhavayami paadumente…' in ‘Megha Theertham'; best sound recorder N. Harikumar for ‘Patham Nilayile Theevandi'.

*****
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