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Current International Events
NO AUTOMATIC CITIZENSHIP AFTER 5 YEARS: BRITAIN 
The British government signalled an end to the so-called “five-year-rule,” under which anyone who had lived in Britain for five years was granted almost automatic citizenship, provided they did not have any criminal conviction. 

Under the proposed new rules, immigrants wanting to settle in Britain would have to earn “points” based on their skills, jobs and qualifications in order to be considered for a British passport. They would be able to earn extra points through voluntary work and activities regarded as a contribution to society.But points would be deducted for “bad behaviour” which, controversially, could include participation in anti-government protests, especially against British soldiers returning home from the war front. The proposals, unveiled by Home Secretary Alan Johnson, are part of the new points-based system introduced recently to curb migration from outside the European Union. 

The tough new eligibility criterion could mean that it might take a foreigner as long as 10 years to gain citizenship. 

-----

WHAT IS H-1B VISA 
The H-1B is a non-immigrant visa in the United States under the Immigration & Nationality Act, section 101(a)(15)(H). It allows U.S. employers to temporarily employ foreign workers in specialty occupations. If a foreign worker in H-1B status quits or is dismissed from the sponsoring employer, the worker can find another employer, apply for a change of status to another non-immigrant status, or must leave the US. 

-----

 N. KOREA FREES U.S. JOURNALISTS  
North Korea released the two American reporters who had been imprisoned in the country since March, issuing a “special pardon” following the surprise visit of the former U.S. President, Bill Clinton.  
Mr. Clinton met North Korean leader Kim Jong-Il, the first high-level visit from the U.S. to Pyongyang in almost a decade, and made the case for the release of the journalists. 

In March, Laura Ling (32) and Euna Lee (36), reporters with American television channel Current TV, were detained by authorities when they were filming a report along the country’s border on the influx of North Korean refugees into China. They were accused of illegally crossing the border and had been sentenced to 12 years of hard labour for “hostile acts” against the country. Mr. Kim issued a “special pardon” in keeping with the country’s “humanitarian and peace-loving policy.”  

North Korea currently faces a range of sanctions, which were recently expanded by the United Nations after the country conducted a nuclear test and a series of missile tests in May. In April, North Korea quit the Six-Party Talks initiative set up by the U.S. along with China, Russia, Japan and South Korea to bring about denuclearisation and stability in the region.

-----

INDIAN FUNDS FOR PALALY PROJECT  : JAFFNA, SRI LANKA 
Palaly Airport, in Sri Lanks , once an international airport had regular passenger flight service between Colombo and Trichirapalli, India is under the control of Sri Lankan Navy now.India handed over bank drafts worth Sri Lanka Rs. 117 million to Sri Lanka for Palaly military-cum civilian runway rehabilitation project in the Jaffna peninsula,  

Palaly houses the main base of the Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) in the Jaffna peninsula. The air base is also used by civilian and military aircraft carrying Jaffna-bound passengers.  

The Sri Lankan Defence Ministry said, “Deepening and strengthening the long-standing bilateral relationship between Sri Lanka and India, the Indian government financially assisted the Palaly Runway Rehabilitation project.  

-----

NEW LTTE CHIEF PATHMANATHAN HELD  

The new Tiger chief, Selvarasa Pathmanathan known as ‘KP,’ was arrested in Thailand and brought to Colombo for questioning. 

KP claimed that the decision of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam to give up its armed struggle and take recourse to “political and diplomatic moves” was taken by Velupillai Prabakaran along with other commanders at Mullivaikkal in Mullaithivu district days before Prabakaran’s death in Eelam War IV. 

In a statement posted on his website, KP, supposedly operating out of South-East Asia and wanted by the Interpol, dwelt at length on his earlier statement about the LTTE’s decision to achieve Tamil Eelam. 

------

RELIEF FOR ATOMIC BOMB FALLOUT VICTIMS  
Japanese Prime Minister Taro Aso signed an out-of-court settlement with the relief-seeking victims of the fallout of U.S. atomic bombings over Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the Second World War.  

Describing the memorandum of understanding as “a political decision,” the settlement would apply only to those who had sought relief through the legal process.  

-----

INDIA-CHINA BORDER TALKS BEGIN  
National Security Adviser M.K. Narayanan with Dai Bingguo, State Councillor and Special Representative on the boundary issue of the People’s Republic of China, before the India-China delegation-level talks at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi. The Special Representatives of India and China, M.K. Narayanan and Dai Bingguo, began the 13th round of talks on the boundary issue with a wider ambit. 

 Besides continuing with the “second stage” of boundary talks, they are also discussing bilateral and regional issues ahead of several bilateral high-level exchanges, including President Pratibha Patil’s visit to Beijing and a “top” Chinese leader’s arrival here later this year.  

The Special Representatives would also interact on issues of “mutual interest” such as the global economic meltdown, climate change and trade cooperation. 

Both were involved in the “second stage” of talks since their launch in 2005. Mr. Narayanan this time is being assisted by Foreign Secretary Nirupama Rao, who was previously the Indian envoy in Beijing. Informed sources said the immediate aim of the border talks was to agree on an outline for a final package. Once this consensus is reached, they will start negotiating the demarcation and delineation of the border.  

-----

DOHA ROUND  

The Doha Development Round started in 2001 and continues till today. The WTO launched the current round of negotiations, the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) or Doha Round, at the fourth ministerial conference in Doha, Qatar in November 2001. The Doha round was to be an ambitious effort to make globalization more inclusive and help the world's poor, particularly by slashing barriers and subsidies in farming. The initial agenda comprised both further trade liberalization and new rule-making, underpinned by commitments to strengthen substantial assistance to developing countries.The negotiations have been highly contentious and agreement has not been reached, despite the intense negotiations at several ministerial conferences and at other sessions. Disagreements still continue over several key areas including agriculture subsidies. 

 India to host an “informal ministerial” in the Doha process in early September, India says the political “platform can help us in working out a path forward.” The negotiators in Geneva, from diverse economies, can then have “a clearer course of action” for framing “a rule-based global trade order,” 

------

COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (CEPA) 

The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) is a free trade agreement between India and South Korea.  The agreement was signed on August 7, 2009.  The signing ceremony took place in Seoul and the agreement was signed by Indian Commerce Minister Anand Sharma and South Korean Commerce Minister Kim Jong-Hoon.  The negotiations took three-and-a-half years, with the first session in February 2006. The agreement still needs to pass the South Korean parliament. It passed the Indian parliament. Once passed, the agreement will come into effect sixty days later. The South Korean government expects the agreement to pass in the fall of 2009. It is equivalent to a free trade agreement. 

The agreement, once passed, will cut South Korean tariffs on 90% of goods from India. India will cut 85% of total tariffs. The agreement will provide better access for the Indian service industry in South Korea.. Services include Information technology, engineering, finance, and the legal field. South Korean car manufactures will see large tariffs cuts to below 1%. 

The agreement will ease restrictions on foreign direct investments. Companies can own up to 65% of a company in the other country. Both countries avoided issues over agriculture, fisheries, and mining and choose not to decrease tariffs in those areas. This was due to the very sensitive nature of these sections in the respective countries. 

Trade between India and South Korea was $15.6 billion in 2008. This is a major increase from 2002, which had a total trade amount of $2.6 billion. The Korea Institute for International Economic Policy believes the agreement will increase trade between the two countries by $3.3 billion. 

The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which he and his South Korean counterpart signed in Seoul, reflected “an expression against any protectionism,” Mr. Sharma said. For India, the economic pact was the first of its kind with any “major OECD economy.” 

-----

BRIC 
BRICs is an acronym that refers to the fast-growing developing economies of Brazil, Russia, India and China. The acronym was first coined and prominently used by Goldman Sachs in 2001The four countries, combined, currently account for more than a quarter of the world's land area and more than 40% of the world's population. 

------

U.N. DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES: AUGUST 9. 
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE WORLD'S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OBSERVED EVERY YEAR ON 9 AUGUST 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly during its 62nd session at UN Headquarters in New York City on 13 September 2007. 

While as a General Assembly Declaration it is not a legally binding instrument under international law, according to a UN press release, it does "represent the dynamic development of international legal norms and it reflects the commitment of the UN's member states to move in certain directions"; the UN describes it as setting "an important standard for the treatment of indigenous peoples that will undoubtedly be a significant tool towards eliminating human rights violations against the planet's 370 million indigenous people and assisting them in combating discrimination and marginalisation." 

On December 1994, the United Nations General Assembly decided that the International Day of the World's Indigenous People shall be observed on 9 August every year during the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People. The date marks the day of the first meeting, in 1982, of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

The UN General Assembly had proclaimed 1993 the International Year of the World's Indigenous People, and the same year, the Assembly proclaimed the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People, starting on 10 December 1994 (resolution 48/163). The goal of the First International Decade was to strengthen international cooperation for solving problems faced by indigenous people in such areas as human rights, the environment, development, education and health.The Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People began in 2005. 

-----

INDIA, CHINA TO SET UP HOTLINE  

India and China have decided to set up a hotline between Prime Ministers Manmohan Singh and Wen Jiabao as a confidence building measure. The decision was taken during the 13th Round of India-China Special Representatives talks on the boundary question which concluded in a “cordial and friendly atmosphere.”  

At the ministerial level, India now has a hotline only with Russia, while China has a functional hotline with the United States. 

WHAT IS HOTLINE? 
Hotline is a system that allows direct communication between the leaders of two countries. It was originally designed by Harris Corporation for communication between the United States and the Soviet Union. Also known as the "red telephone", it linked the White House via the National Military Command Center with the Kremlin during the Cold War. 

------

“TRACK 2” AND BACKCHANNEL DIPLOMACY 
Track II diplomacy is a specific kind of informal diplomacy, in which non-officials (academic scholars, retired civil and military officials, public figures, and social activists) engage in dialogue, with the aim of conflict resolution, or confidence-building. This sort of diplomacy is especially useful after events which can be interpreted in a number of different ways, both parties recognize this fact, and neither side wants to escalate or involve third parties for fear of the situation spiraling out of control. 

A back channel in the language of diplomacy is an unofficial channel of communication between states or other political entities, used to supplement official channels, often for the purposes of discussing highly sensitive policy issues 

------

64TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI NUCLEAR BOMBING. 
64th anniversary of the devastating U.S. attack on the Japanese city that killed about 74,000 people. The Japanese government recognises a total of about 1,50,000 victims of the atomic attack on Nagasaki, including those who have died from related injuries and illness in the years since. Nagasaki was attacked three days after an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. 

The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were nuclear attacks near the end of World War II against the Empire of Japan by the United States at the executive order of U.S. President Harry S. Truman on August 6 and August 9, 1945, respectively, After six months of intense fire-bombing of 67 other Japanese cities, followed by an ultimatum which was ignored by the Shōwa regime, the nuclear weapon "Little Boy" was dropped on the city of Hiroshima on Monday, August 6, 1945, followed on August 9 by the detonation of the "Fat Man" nuclear bomb over Nagasaki. These are to date the only attacks with nuclear weapons in the history of warfare.The bombs killed as many as 140,000 people in Hiroshima and 80,000 in Nagasaki by the end of 1945, 

------

AUNG SAN SUU KYI FOUND ‘GUILTY’ SENTENCE REDUCED  
 Celebrated democracy leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi,  was sentenced to 18-month house arrest instead of a three-year imprisonment.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi has already served nearly 14 years of house arrest since she was prevented by the military rulers from forming and leading a government after her National League for Democracy’s big win in the 1990 election, a rare democratic exercise in Myanmar. For a few months during this period, she was also sent to prison. 

The British Prime Minister Gordon Brown made a strong appeal to the international community to react strongly against what is happening in Burma. He referred  Aung San Suu Kyi as the human face of Burma’s tragedy 

------

MI6 & MI5

The Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), colloquially known as MI6  is the United Kingdom's external intelligence agency, part of the country's intelligence community. Under the direction of the Joint Intelligence Committee (JIC), it works alongside the Security Service (MI5),Headquarters Vauxhall Cross, London, United Kingdom 

The Security Service commonly known as MI5 .MI5 (Military Intelligence, Section 5),is the United Kingdom's counter-intelligence and security agency and is part of the intelligence machinery alongside the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS or MI6). Headquarters Thames House, London, United Kingdom 

-----

INDIA, ASEAN SIGN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT  
The accord will take effect from January 1, 2010   

The regional bloc is the fourth largest trading partner 

Bulk trade includes textiles, steel and plantation crops  

BOOSTING TRADE: Union Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma  and Thailand Commerce Minister Porntiva Nakasai  signed the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (TIG) in Bangkok.  

India and the Association of South East Asian Nations  signed a Free Trade Agreement, which took nearly six years to negotiate. The FTA, relating only to goods, was signed by Union Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma and his ASEAN counterparts at a ceremony in Bangkok after the two sides held annual consultations. 

The accord, India’s first with a trade bloc, will cover 11 countries with a combined Gross Domestic Product of over $2 trillion. The combined population is of the order of 1.6 billion. 

Under the trade pact, India has included 489 items from agriculture, textiles and chemicals in the negative list, meaning these products will be kept out of the duty reduction. 

------

HINDU PRIESTESS IN WHITE HOUSE ADVISORY COUNCIL  

Ms. Anju Bhargava (42) a banker and Hindu priestess, and  president of the Asian Indian Women in America, was appointed by United States President Barack Obama as a member of a faith-based advisory council of the White House  

She is the Second Indian American appointed to the council which is part of the White House Office of Faith Based and Neighbourhood Partnerships and includes religious, secular leaders and scholars from different backgrounds. 

-----

NEPAL CAUTIONED ON TREATIES WITH INDIA  
Coalition partners of the CPN(UML)-led government and the opposition have advised Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal to scrap “unfair treaties” Nepal signed with India.These include the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship that allows free movement of people between the two countries ,demanding abrogation of the 1950 treaty. The main opposition party, the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoists) also advised the Prime Minister to scrap the 1950 treaty. 

The main opposition party, the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoists) also advised the Prime Minister to scrap the 1950 treaty.  

------

1950 INDO-NEPAL TREATY OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP 

The Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950 is a bilateral treaty between Nepal and India establishing a close strategic relationship between the two South Asian neighbors. The treaty was signed on July 31, 1950 by the then-Prime Minister of Nepal Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana and Indian ambassador to Nepal, Chadreshwar Narayan Singh. 

The treaty allows for the free movement of people and goods between the two nations and a close relationship and collaboration on matters of defence and foreign affairs. While India values the treaty as deflecting the influence of its regional competitor, the People's Republic of China, the treaty has been unpopular in many segments of Nepal, which often regards it as a breach of its sovereignty. 

-------

INDIA JOINS EAST ASIAN CALL AGAINST PROTECTIONISM 
Member-States of the forum of East Asia Summit (EAS), including India and China, expressed themselves against “all forms of protectionism in trade and investment.” 

The EAS Trade and Economic Ministers “reaffirmed their commitment to maintain open markets and reject all forms of protectionism.” A new aspect of emphasis was the collective rejection of protectionism relating to investment flows across national frontiers. Also outlined was a commitment that each of the EAS countries would seek to “rectify... as promptly as possible” any recourse to protection in respect of trade and investment.

--------

ASEAN & EAS 
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, commonly abbreviated ASEAN is a geo-political and economic organization of 10 countries located in Southeast Asia, which was formed on 8 August 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. Since then, membership has expanded to include Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. Its aims include the acceleration of economic growth, social progress, cultural development among its members, the protection of the peace and stability of the region, and to provide opportunities for member countries to discuss differences peacefully. 

The EAS forum consists of all 10 members of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its six dialogue partners — Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea, and New Zealand. 
------

SPECIAL SUMMIT ON REFUGEES, IDPS  
Uganda is to host the African Union (AU) special summit on refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Africa in October2009, the summit aimed at pursuing durable solutions to the causes and problems of Africa’s 17 million IDP’s and refugees, will be held at Munyonyo Commonwealth Resort, a Kampala suburb, from O ctober 19 to 23. 

“African heads of state and governments are expected to take decisions that will help the continent progressively eliminate the phenomenon of large scale forced displacement of populations caused by human induced conflicts and natural disasters,”  

The summit will be held under the theme, “Africa Union addressing the challenges of forced displacement in Africa,” with an outcome of an AU convention for protection and assistance of IDPs in Africa.

------

AFGHAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, 2009      

Nominee Hamid Karzai Abdullah Abdullah Ramazan Bashardost  Party Independent United National Front Independent   

The second presidential election in Afghanistan under the present constitution of Afghanistan was held on August 20, 2009. The previous election in 2004 was won by President Hamid Karzai, who is running for re-election. Elections for 420 provincial council seats were held at the same time. 

NATO officials announced in May 2009 that 15.6 million voters had registered to vote, roughly half of the country's population; 35 to 38 percent of registered voters were women.These registration numbers have been disputed, however, by the Free and Fair Election Foundation of Afghanistan and media reports, which suggest widespread fraudulent activity in the election process. 

The Taliban, called for a boycott of the election, describing it as a "program of the crusaders" and "this American process". 

------

Sayano–Shushenskaya hydroelectric power station attacked by Chechen militants 
Sayano–Shushenskaya hydroelectric power station is located on the Yenisei River, near Sayanogorsk in Khakassia, Russia.  

It is the largest power plant in Russia and the sixth-largest hydroelectric plant in the world, by average power generation. 

------

CHINA OPPOSES DALAI LAMA’S TAIWAN VISIT  
The Chinese government on expressed its strong disapproval at the Taiwan leadership’s surprise decision to extend an invitation to the Dalai Lama to visit the typhoon-affected areas of the island, a move that threatens to derail the recently warming ties between the estranged neighbours. 

Taiwan’s leader Ma Ying-jeou, who has come under severe criticism for his administration’s response to the typhoon Morakot which devastated the island,  the Dalai Lama allowed to visit victims of the typhoon, which claimed at least 600 lives and displaced thousands. While China usually criticises countries that host the Tibetan religious leader, who resides in Dharamsala, this visit is particularly significant as it comes when ties between China and its neighbour have been warming. 

Under the leadership of Mr. Ma, the commercial relationship between China and Taiwan has grown considerably. Cross-strait flights were launched for the first time last year, and the two neighbours’ leaders, for the first time in 60 years, exchanged direct contact last month.This makes Mr. Ma’s decision to invite the Dalai Lama all the more surprising.  
------

YUKIO HATOYAMA ; NEW P.M , TARO ASO CONCEDES DEFEAT. 

Japanese general election, 2009 

A general election in Japan was held on August 30, 2009, for all 480 seats of the House of Representatives of Japan, the lower house of the Diet of Japan. On August 30. 

In the election, the opposition Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) defeated the ruling coalition (Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and New Komeito Party). The LDP had ruled Japan since its formation in 1955, except for an 11-month period from 1993 to 1994. The DPJ received 42.4% of the votes cast, taking 308 seats to only 119 for the LDP (26.7% of the votes). Under Japan's constitution, this result virtually assures that DPJ leader Yukio Hatoyama will be the next Prime Minister of Japan; he is expected to be formally named to the post on September 16. The DPJ is to be a ruling party for the first time since its foundation in 1996. 

Prime Minister Taro Aso conceded late on the night of August 30 that the LDP had lost government, and announced his resignation as party president. A leadership election will be held on 28 September 2009. The election marked the worst defeat for a governing party in modern Japanese history. It was only the second time the LDP has lost a general election, and will also be the first time since its formation that the LDP will not be the largest party. 
------

MYANMAR REFUGEES POURING INTO CHINA  

Thousands of refugees from Myanmar have fled into south-west China in the last two days following clashes between government forces and an ethnic group in the north-east region.  

Since August 8, more than 10,000 people have fled into south-west Yunnan province, which borders Myanmar, after the military government there reportedly sent its troops to the Kokang ethnic region to crack down on drug trade. The move has led to clashes between Kokang rebel groups and the army.  

------

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army 
The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA, formally the Kokang Democracy Party, is a rebel army of Kokang people in northeastern Burma and has existed since 1989. The army, also known as the Eastern Shan State Army, has had a ceasefire with the Burmese government for two decades. Yang Mao-liang is the leader of the MNDAA. 

 
The unrest poses a dilemma for China, which enjoys close commercial and political ties with the Myanmar junta. The Kokang region is populated with ethnic Chinese. Analysts here also fear the unrest could break out into a full-scale civil war and lead to instability on China’s south-west frontiers.  

Myanmar has been under military rule since 1962. A ceasefire accord between Yangon and 17 ethnic groups has been in force in the last two decades, but this month’s violence has led to fears it could break down. 

-----

CIVILIAN NUCLEAR DEAL WITH CANADA ON THE ANVIL  
India and Canada are on the verge of signing a civilian nuclear deal that will allow companies of both countries to access each other’s market. 

The deal would facilitate nuclear fuel supply, trade in products and nuclear technology services, besides seeking to trade the use of uranium and its re-processing.  

-----

AHMADINEJAD  SECOND TERM AS PRESIDENT 
Iran’s Supreme Leader  formally endorsed Mahmoud Ahmadinejad for a second term as President in a ceremony that sought to portray unity among the leadership but was snubbed by critics of the disputed election. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad to take the oath of office  in Parliament, where many pro-reform lawmakers have echoed the claims of fraud in the June 12 election.Ayatollah Khamenei described the June 12 election as a “golden page” in Iran’s political history and said it was a “vote for the fight against arrogance and brave resistance to the international domination-seekers” — a reference to the U.S. and its allies. 

******
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