Costa Rica elects first woman President – 10.2.10
Laura Chinchilla (50), a social conservative who opposes abortion but wants more help for the poor, became Costa Rica's first woman President after a convincing election triumph. Her main opponents conceded defeat and the ruling party candidate joined thousands of supporters celebrating in San Jose on 8.2.10. 

First results showed she won 47 per cent of the votes counted, way ahead of her rivals and above the 40 per cent needed to avoid a run-off. 

Latin America now has five women leaders. "Thank you, Costa Rica," said Ms. Chinchilla in an address in a hotel in the capital.  "It's certainly a moment of happiness, but above all of humility ... I won't betray that confidence." 

Ms. Chinchilla, a graduate of Georgetown University in Washington, has served as Vice-President to President Oscar Arias, Public Security Minister and Justice Minister. 

The mother of a teenage son has promised to increase grants for poor students, expand the pensions for the poor and open day-care centres to support working mothers.

Some 200 international observers oversaw the elections in one of the region's most politically and economically stable nations famed for its lush flora and fauna and eco-tourism. Laura Chinchilla will take charge on May 8, 2010.
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