Convention on Biological Diversity

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP-10) was held from 18 to 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, Japan. Some 18,000 participants represented the 193 Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and their partners closed the Nagoya Biodiversity Summit by adopting historic decisions that will permit the community of nations to meet the unprecedented nations to meet the unprecedented challenges of the continued loss of biodiversity compounded by climate change. Governments agreed on a package of measures that will ensure that the ecosystems of the planet will continue to sustain human well-being into the future.

The meeting achieved its three inter-linked goals:

· Adoption of a new ten year Strategic Plan to guide international and national efforts to save biodiversity through enhanced action to meet the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

· A resource mobilization strategy that provides the way forward to a substantial increase to current levels of official development assistance in support of biodiversity; and

· A new international protocol on access to and sharing of the benefits from the use of the genetic resources of the planet.

The Multi-Year Plan of Action on South-South Cooperation on Biodiversity for Development adopted by the 131 members of the Group of 77 and China was welcomed as an important instrument at the service of the new vision. Finance in support of implementation of the Convention was announced. The Prime Minister of Japan, Mr. Naoto Kan, announced 2 billion US dollars in financing, the Minister of Environment of Japan announced the establishment of a Japan Biodiversity Fund. Additional financial resources were announced by France, the European Union and Norway. Some 110 million US dollars were mobilized in support of projects under the CBD Life Web Initiative aimed at enhancing the protected-area agenda. Financial support for the Strategic Plan will be provided under the framework of the resource mobilization strategy. Parties will work to define in time for the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties in 2012, the targets and mechanisms through which financial resources can be identified, unleashed and channeled.

Parties adopted the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization. The historic agreement creates a framework that balances access, to genetic resources on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually agreed terms with the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits while taking into accounts the important role of traditional knowledge. The Protocol also proposed the creation of a global multilateral mechanism that will operate in trans-boundary areas or situations where prior informed consent cannot be obtained. The Nagoya Protocol is expected to enter into force by 2012, with support from the Global Environment Facility of one million US dollars to support early entry into force. COP-11, the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties, will take place in 2012 in India.

Nagoya Protocol

The UN biodiversity summit ended in Nagoya (Japan) with agreement over a strategic plan on how to protect animals and plants, how to provide money for it, and how to share the revenues for medicines and cosmetics produced from medicinal plants. After numerous delays and protracted backroom negotiations, delegates from 192 countries and the European Union agreed on the issues, at least one of which has been pending since the early nineties – the revenue share, known as access and benefit sharing (ABS). The agreement will now be known as the Nagoya Protocol. The strategic plan, which aims to arrest biodiversity loss throughout the world by 2020, will be called the Aichi Target, Aichi being the prefecture in which the city of Nagoya is located. A previous summit had adopted a similar plan in 2002, to arrest biodiversity loss by 2010, but that promise has not been kept. Now all countries have agreed that by 2020, at least 17 percent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes and seascapes.

The protracted negotiations ensured that almost all other numerical targets – like how much money rich countries would pay so that poor countries could protect their plants and animals – had been dropped by the time the resolutions were brought to the summit’s plenary session for adoption. They could only agree on a plan to identify the necessary funding by 2012 to implement to strategic plan. Even then, as the plenary session convened and reconvened after a long gap, it was not at all certain that the resolutions would be passed. Through repeated interventions, delegates from Cuba, Bolivia, Venezuela, Ecuador and Kenya ensured that the issues were discussed separately, and not as a package as wanted by the European Union.

Before the plenary session was adjourned for the reception hosted by India – the host for the next summit in 2012 – and for more horse trading over finance and ABS, summit president Ryu Matsumoto, Japan’s environment minister, did get through some important decisions. They included following resolutions.

· to safeguard biodiversity in mountains, in inland water bodies, in marine and coastal areas, areas already protected (such as wildlife sanctuaries), in forests, in farms in dry and sub-humid lands, in cities.

· for sustainable use of biodiversity and to provide incentives for the purpose;

· to ensure biodiversity protection while tackling climate change;

· to ensure gender equity in all biodiversity conservation processes;

· to keep invasive alien species away;

· to have a code of ethical conduct that would ensure respect for the cultural and intellectual heritage of indigenous and local communities;

· for South-South cooperation for biodiversity conservation;

· to standardize scientific names of plants and animals; and

· to have 2011-2020 as the UN decade for biodiversity conservation.

Aichi Target

The Strategic Plan of the Convention on Biological Diversity or the ‘Aichi Target’, adopted by the meeting include 20 headline targets, organized under five strategic goals that address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss, reduce the pressures on biodiversity, safeguard biodiversity at all levels, enhance the benefits provided by biodiversity, and provide for capacity-building.

Among the targets, it is important to note that Parties:

· Agreed to at least halve and where feasible bring close to zero the rate of loss of natural habitats including forests;

· Established a target of 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water areas and 10 per cent of marine and coastal areas;

· Through conservation and restoration, Governments will restore at least 15 percent of degraded areas; and

· Will make special efforts to reduce the pressures faced by coral reefs.

Parties also agreed to a substantial increase in the level of financial resources in support of implementation of the Convention. The ‘Aichi Target’ will be the overarching framework on biodiversity not only for the biodiversity-related conventions, but for the entire United Nations system. Parties agreed to translate this overarching international framework into national biodiversity strategy and action plans within two years.

International Year of Biodiversity

In its 83rd plenary meeting, the General Assembly of the United Nations declared 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity and designated the secretariat of the CBD as the focal point. This year coincides with the 2010 Biodiversity Target adopted by the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and by Heads of State and Government at the World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002. The 2010 Biodiversity Target aims to significantly reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by this date.

The Year also takes place at the beginning of the second half of the United Nations.

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) which aims to integrate education for sustainable development into all formal educational levels, and for the general public, including education for the sustainable use of biodiversity.

Main Goals

The main goals of the International Year of Biodiversity are to:

· Enhance public awareness of the importance of conserving biodiversity and of the underlying threats to biodiversity.

· Raise awareness of the accomplishments to save biodiversity that have already been realized by communities and governments.

· Promote innovative solutions to reduce the threats to biodiversity

· Encourage individuals, organizations and governments to take immediate steps to halt biodiversity loss

· Start dialogue between stakeholders for the steps to be taken in the post-2010 period.

