Attacks on Pope
An “apparently unbalanced” woman approached Pope Benedict XVI and caused him to fall as he entered St Peter’s Basilica to celebrate Christmas Eve mass on 24.12.2009.
The pilgrim got past a security barricade by the central aisle of the vast basilica as the Pope began leading the traditional procession to the altar on 24.12.2009 night. The woman is in the custody of the Vatican police.
The 82-year-old pontiff quickly recovered and went on to conduct the mass without assistance. Benedict, in gold and white vestments and mitre, showed no discomfort as he read out his Christmas Eve homily. After recovering from the fall the Pope bore a gold cross in a solemn procession to the altar. 
Benedict, 82, wasn’t hurt and delivered his traditional Christmas Day greetings in 65 languages from the loggia overlooking St Peter’s Square. While a bit unsteady at first, he also delivered a short speech about the world’s trouble spots without problem.
The incident raised fresh questions about security for the pontiff, however, after officials said the woman involved had jumped the barrier at the 2008 Midnight Mass in a bid to get to the Pope. She even wore the same red-hooded sweat shirt.
The Vatican identified the woman involved in 24.12.2009 night’s incident as Susanna Maiolo, 25, a Swiss-Italian national with psychiatric problems who was immediately taken to a clinic for treatment. Efforts to obtain further details on Maiolo’s background were unsuccessful, with Vatican and hospital officials citing privacy laws.
In the 2008 case, the woman never managed to reach the Pope and was quietly tackled by security. During Thursday night’s service, the Pope’s attacker launched herself over the barricade as Benedict processed down the aisle at the start of Christmas Eve service. As security guards wrestled her to the ground, she grabbed onto Benedict’s vestments, bringing him down with her.
Earlier attacks on Pope

June 2007: A 27-year-old German man tried to attack the Pope as he travelled around St Peter’s Square in an open topped Jeep. 

The man, dressed in black shorts, trainers and pink sweatshirt had to be subdued by the Pope’s minders. The Pontiff did not react and continued waving at the crowd. 

May 1981: Pope John Paul II was shot four times as he blessed the crowds in St Peter’s Square while being driven in his open-topped Popemobile. 

Mehmet Ali Agca, a 23-year-old Turkish national, fired the bullets 15 ft from the Pope and was jailed for life in July 1981. 

John Paul II went on to make a full recovery and publicly forgave Agca, who was pardoned in 2000 and sent back to Turkey. 

September 1978: John Paul I died 33 days after assuming the role of Pope. The Vatican reported that the “smiling” Pope most likely died of a heart attack. 

However, conspiracy theorists point to a lack of autopsy and a number of inconsistent statements about his death as proof of something more sinister. 

One rumour claimed that he had died as a result of drinking “poisoned tea”. 

November 1970: Pope Paul VI escaped an assassination attempt in Manila, Philippines when a Bolivian artist tried to stab him at the airport. 

He was protected by Paul Marcinkus, an American, who went on to become an archbishop. 

Marcinkus managed to overcome Benjamin Mendoza and was nicknamed “The Gorilla” afterwards. 
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