2011 Durban Climate Change Conference – the Issues
The 2011 United Nations Climate Change Conference is an ongoing conference, held in Durban, South Africa, from 28 November to 9 December 2011. 

On 9 December it was reported that the meeting would continue at least until breakfast the following morning because the participants did yet have a final text to discuss and many issues were still heavily disputed. It was speculated that the South African presidency would formally extend the conference by a day. 

The conference is officially referred to as the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 17) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 7th session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties (CMP 7) to the Kyoto Protocol. In addition, the two permanent subsidiary bodies of the UNFCCC – the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) – are likely to hold their 35th sessions. The 2010 United Nations Climate Change Conference extended the mandates of the two temporary subsidiary bodies – the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP) and the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention (AWG-LCA) – so they are expected to meet as well.

A primary focus of the conference is to secure a global climate agreement as the Kyoto Protocol's first commitment period (2008–2012) is about to end. It is also expected to focus on "finalising at least some of the Cancun Agreements", reached at the 2010 Conference, such as "co-operation on clean technology", as well as "forest protection, adaptation to climate impacts, and finance - the promised transfer of funds from rich countries to poor in order to help them protect forests, adapt to climate impacts, and "green" their economies".

The United Nations Climate Change Conference, Durban 2011, brings together representatives of the world's governments, international organizations and civil society. The discussions will seek to advance, in a balanced fashion, the implementation of the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, as well as the Bali Action Plan, agreed at COP 13 in 2007, and the Cancun Agreements, reached at COP 16 last December.
	Climate change in context

	 

	2011 — On the road to COP17 in Durban.

2010 — Cancun Agreements drafted and largely accepted by the COP, at COP16. More on the Cancun Agreements.
2009 — Copenhagen Accord drafted at COP15 in Copenhagen. This was taken note of by the COP. Countries later submitted emissions reductions pledges or mitigation action pledges, all non-binding.

2007 — IPCC’s Fourth Assessment Report released. Climate science entered into popular consciousness. At COP13, Parties agreed on the Bali Road Map, which charted the way towards a post-2012 outcome in two work streams: the AWG-KP, and another under the Convention, known as the Ad-Hoc Working Group on Long-Term Cooperative Action Under the Convention. More about the Bali Road Map.


2005 — Entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol. The first Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (MOP 1) takes place in Montreal. In accordance with Kyoto Protocol requirements, Parties launched negotiations on the next phase of the KP under the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP). What was to become the Nairobi Work Programme on Adaptation (it would receive its name in 2006, one year later) is accepted and agreed on. More about the Nairobi Work Programme.

2001 — Release of IPCC’s Third Assessment Report. Bonn Agreements adopted, based on the Buenos Aires Plan of Action of 1998. Marrakesh Accords adopted at COP7, detailing rules for implementation of Kyoto Protocol, setting up new funding and and planning instruments for adaptation, and establishing a technology transfer framework.

1997 — Kyoto Protocol formally adopted in December at COP3. More about the Kyoto Protocol. 

1996 — The UNFCCC Secretariat is set up to support action under the Convention. More on the Secretariat.

1995 — The first Conference of the Parties (COP 1) takes place in Berlin.

1994 — UNFCCC enters into force. An introduction to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

1992 — The INC adopts UNFCCC text. At the Earth Summit in Rio, the UNFCCC is opened for signature along with its sister Rio Conventions, UNCBD and UNCCD. More about the two other Rio Conventions: UNCBD and UNCCD.

1991 — First meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) takes place.

1990 — IPCC’s first assessment report released. IPCC and second World Climate Conference call for a global treaty on climate change. United Nations General Assembly negotiations on a framework convention begin.

1988 — The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is set up. More about the science of climate change.

1979 — The first World Climate Conference (WCC) takes place.


As the Durban talks near an end and delegates scramble to reach some agreement, here's a list of some of the key things under negotiation:

1. Adaptation Fund
A fund for projects and programs that help developing countries cope with the adverse effects of climate change, it is financed by a share of proceeds from emission-reduction programs such as the Clean Development Mechanism. Parties are talking about how its future will unfold depending on what happens to the Kyoto Protocol.

2. Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
A program that enables developed countries or companies to earn credits by investing in greenhouse gas emission reduction or removal projects in developing countries. These credits can be used to offset emissions and bring a country or company below its mandatory target. Negotiations in Durban are around how this will continue after the Kyoto "first commitment period" ends in 2012.

3. Green Climate Fund
Conceived in Copenhagen and agreed to in Cancun last year, the fund is aimed at helping the developing world deal with mitigating the effects of, and adapting to, climate change. Industrialized nations promised that the fund would have $100 billion available a year by 2020.

However, there are many outstanding issues being discussed, such as how to pay for it, how to make it legal and how to make sure the money is being spent properly. Canada and the U.S. were raising questions about the fund going into Durban, saying they didn't want to commit to funding it without a broad new climate treaty that includes all emitters.

The fund is a big deal at the Durban talks for developing nations who see it as crucial for them to handle the effects of climate change and a sign of goodwill from rich nations.

Part of the fund is the so-called Fast Start funding money being spent between 2010 and 2012 by rich countries to help poor countries kickstart efforts to adapt to a changing climate. Canada has pledged $1.2 billion for Fast Start and to date has allocated about $1 billion.

4. MRV: Measure, report and verify
Often called Merv by conference attendees, this sounds boring but it's a big deal. It's a system to track countries' progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Last year Cancun set out the broad framework for this, but Durban is supposed to fill in the gaps. Essentially countries are supposed to submit reports every two years on efforts to cut emissions. Durban is supposed to figure out what form these reports will take and how it will be reviewed.

5. MRV for developing nations
There are complaints the process of checking what developing nations do isn't as clear as it could be. All this MRV stuff is important because it is fundamental to making sure everyone does what they pledge to do and spend the money the proper way.

6. Technology Transfer
Under Kyoto, countries agreed promote and finance the transfer technologies and know-how to developing countries to enable them to implement the provisions of the climate convention. Things like renewable energy technology. This transfer is occurring now and at each conference countries discuss how its going and call for proposals and how this might be linked to future funding mechanisms. Not as controversial as other issues.

7. REDD
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation, a concept that would provide developing countries with a financial incentive to preserve forests and the carbon that is stored inside them. Basically the idea is that forests are worth more standing than they are cut down, and REDD would essentially pay countries and indigenous people to make a living off the forests without cutting down trees.

This appears to be one of the things that delegates can agree on in Durban and is the most likely agreement to be reached. They working out how to make this a universal system and how to make it accountable. Some indigenous groups don't like it because they fear that it will lead to corporate forest grabs.

11.12.2011

UN climate change talks agreed a pact on 11.12.2011 that for the first time would force all the biggest polluters to take action to slow the pace of global changing. 

The deal follows years of failed attempts to impose legally-binding, international cuts on emerging giants, such as China and India.

The developed world had already accepted formal targets under a first phase of the Kyoto Protocol, which runs out at the end of next year, although the United States had never ratified its commitment.

After days of emotional debate, the chairwoman of the United Nations climate talks urged delegates to approve four packages, which have legal force. "We came here with plan A, and we have concluded this meeting with plan A to save one planet for the future of our children and our grandchildren to come," South African Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane said.

"We have made history," she said, bringing the hammer down on more than two weeks of sometimes fractious talks in the South African port of Durban, the longest in two decades of UN climate talks.

The deal was welcomed by Brazil, one of the globe's emerging economic powers. "I am relieved we have what we came here to get. We have a robust outcome, an excellent text about a new phase in the international fight against climate change. It clearly points to action," said Brazil's climate envoy Luiz Alberto Figueiredo.

The Durban talks had been due to wrap up on 09.12.2011, but dragged into a second extra day on 11.12.2011 because of disputes over how to phrase the legal commitment.

The European Union pushed for strong wording and the three biggest emitters the United States, China and India resisted.

"We've had very intense discussions, we were not happy with reopening the text, but in the spirit of flexibility and accommodation shown by all, we have shown our flexibility, we have agreed to the words you just mentioned and we agree to adopt it," environment minister Jayanthi Natarajan said.

But environmentalists and small island states, which fear they literally could sink under the rising sea levels caused by climate change, have said it is still not strong enough.

India Didn’t agree to binding emission cuts

India did not agreed to any legally-binding commitments to cut greenhouse gas emissions at the Durban Climate Change conference, Environment Minister Jayanthi Natarajan told Parliament on 16.12.2011.

India, Natarajan said, had already announced that it would cut emissions up by 20-25 per cent by 2020 as compared to 2005 levels and that stand did not changed.

“This goal is relative in nature and allows India’s emissions to grow as the economy grows,” she said. She said the decision of the Durban meet “does not imply India has to take binding commitments to reduce its emissions in absolute terms in 2020.” India, she added, successfully resisted a move by some countries to delete the option regarding “legal outcome” and only agreed to replace it with a similar expression: “agreed outcome with legal force”.
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