



Prohibition of child marriages is notified in Tamil Nadu

 The government notification laying down rules for the prohibition of child marriage in the State aims at setting the entire social welfare machinery to the task of frustrating the practice and completely eliminating it from Tamil Nadu.

The notification which spells out the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009, in great detail, has assigned the District Social Welfare officer as the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer. The duties of such an officer will be to "act immediately upon any information of solemnisation of any child marriage," information about which can be received in writing or orally. 

A core committee will also be formed at the panchayat level in order to assist the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer, with the panchayat president as chairperson and including the head master or a senior teacher as local members. 

Child marriages are illegal in India under the Child Marriages Restraint Act of 1929 which restricts the age for marriage to 18 and 21 for women and men respectively. 

However, according to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 3, the percentage of women aged 20-24 married before the legal age of 18, stood at 44.5 in 2005-06. 

Child rights experts concede that there has been a drop over a decade, but insist that it is certainly insufficient to achieve the target set by the 'National Plan for Children 2005' {ndash} to abolish child marriage by 2010. 

Studies have shown that early marriage has a serious negative impact on the nutrition and mortality of the mother and the child. 

The situation in Tamil Nadu, while better than the rest of the country, is still a source of worry since child marriages take place in certain districts. 

M.P.Nirmala, Social Welfare Commissioner, says, "Though in Tamil Nadu, we do not have a big problem, there remain pockets in Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri and Salem districts where early marriage is being practised." 

She adds that the notification formalises a process that is already being implemented in the State."Prevention efforts have been going on regularly. Even recently, our officers stopped the conduct of at least seven child marriages in Salem and Tiruvallur," she explains. 

With the government intending to spread awareness on the new rules, information will reach the local community, which can now provide anonymous tip offs to the CMPO, the Panchayat, or the District Collector.

******
'Worst' winter in 30 years in Britain in January 2009

       "Global warming? What's that?" sceptics were asking as snow, ice and freezing temperatures continued to disrupt life across much of the United Kingdom, especially in the north, defying the weatherman's predications of a mild winter.

Several airports, including the Manchester airport used by India-bound travellers, were forced to close; rail services suffered heavy disruption; hundreds of schools extended their winter holidays; and a number of sporting events were cancelled as the country braced itself for what was described as the coldest winter in 30 years.

Emergency services struggled to cope with distress calls from stranded motorists. As driving conditions worsened and the met office predicted more bad weather, motorists were warned to make only essential journeys. Motorists' organisations had a field day with the Automobile Association alone reporting more than 25,000 breakdowns in 24 hours. The problem was compounded by shortages of gritters, vehicles which are used to spread grit or salt on icy roads.

Commuters faced severe train and bus delays and air travellers were advised not to leave their homes without first confirming the status of their flights as hundreds of flights -domestic as well as international - were delayed creating chaos at airports.

"From what people say, it's certainly the worst situation they have seen and can remember for a few years," Sky News reported amid wall-to-wall television coverage of the country's Big Freeze. 

There was little comfort even for those who stayed home as the National Grid, which supplies gas, warned of a shortage following a dramatic rise in demand. 

Prime Minister Gordon Brown was forced to play down fears of a gas crisis after the Tories fuelled panic claiming that Britain had only eight days of gas stock left.

"There are always difficulties when we have a long spell of bad weather," Mr Brown said denying the Tories' claim.

As Britons shivered in the "big chill," the only heat came from the rhetoric of rival political parties as they embarked on a long general election campaign. 

******

  "Science cannot be quantified by number of papers published" - Venkatraman Ramakrishnan

Nobel laureate Venkatraman Ramakrishnan was evidently astounded by the rock-star welcome he received at the J.N. Tata Auditorium in the Indian Institute of Science. 

Facing a packed hall - not to mention overflowing crowds swarming around at least three projection screens outside - the celebrated structural biologist spoke eloquently, and from the heart, on subjects ranging from the complex ribosome structures that he helped demystify to his pragmatic approach to science. 

While tracing his journey from a little-known girls' school in Baroda to his small molecular biology laboratory in Cambridge, the U.K., he said what transformed him were the eminent scientists he met. "And none of them were in the business of just generating information, or publishing papers. They were in the business of generating an understanding." 

Instead of wasting time duplicating material or doing "pedestrian work," Dr. Ramakrishnan saw that they tackled real problems. Science cannot be quantified by the number of papers published, and if that were the case you might as well feed data into the computer and leave the rest to it, he insisted. 

 This drive to solve "real" problems, and the fact that he did not find a problem that needed solving in physics, was what led him away from his graduate degree in physics to molecular biology. 

The audience had a rare treat as he showed pictures of his school and college in Baroda, spoke of free-thinking teachers who tore up the syllabus and thus changed his approach to learning, and later, eminent researchers such as Peter Moore, who got him started on ribosomes. 

On his ongoing research, Dr. Ramakrishnan said he looked forward to understanding the more complex eukaryotic ribosome, and the entire ribosome pathway. Using simple graphics to explain what his lab had achieved, and won a Nobel in Chemistry for, he traced the trajectory that led to understanding ribosome structures - comprising two subunits made of complexes of RNA and protein. He then explained how this was critical to understanding the functioning and designing of better antibiotics. "Currently leading pharma companies are in phase-II - or beyond - of clinical trials to build new antibiotics, and reduce toxic effects," he said. "However, we must think of it as something to use sparingly, and not randomly to treat minor ailments," he added. 

During an interactive session, held on the precondition that only young students could participate, Dr. Ramakrishnan was requested to spell out his message for young India. "I have nothing. People think you solve ribosome structures  and [think] you're a prophet. I only know about ribosomes," he said cheerfully. Again, declining to hold forth on value systems, he insisted that scientists are pragmatic people, not philosophers. 

"I am often asked by young Indians: 'How can I get a Nobel?'. Now that's a sure way to fail. You go into science to solve a problem, not to find ingredients of success." 

*****

‘ Right  to  free  education’  - Law  will  be  enforced  in  April- May, 2010

The  Centre  on 05.12.2010 informed  the  Supreme  Court  that  the  Right  to Free  and  Compulsory  Education  Act  to  provide  free  and compulsory  education  to children  in  the  age  group  of  6 to  14  will  be  enforced  in April/ May, 2010  after  the  Rules the  full  extent  in  some  of  the States.   Child  labour  can  be completely  wiped  out  if  the law  is  fully  implemented.”


The  CJI  asked  the  Solicitor- General  to  ensure  that no  child  engaged  in  labour was  in  the  work  place  but  put in  school.   If this was done, child labour would be  minimised,   he  said.


He  said  that  after  the  Sarva Siksha  Abhiyan  was launched,   the  dropout  of  girls from  school,   which  was  13.57 per  cent,   had  come  down  to 11.36  per  cent  in  relation  to girls  engaged  in  agriculture and  other  activities.


The  CJI  said:   “ There  is some  improvement  but  not  to forced  in  April/ May,   the  CJI said:   “ If  it  is  implemented with  full  vigour,   children  engaged  in  labour  must  be  in school  and  not  in  work  place.”


The  Solicitor  General  said: “ We  want  to  put  the  Rules  in place  before  enforcing  the law.”   He  made  it  clear  that once  this  law  was  implemented,   the  child  labourers  would were  put  in  place.


Solicitor  General  Gopal Subramaniam  gave  this  assurance  before  a  Bench  of  Chief Justice  K. G.   Balakrishnan and  Justice  B. S.   Chauhan hearing  a  petition  filed  by  advocate  M. C.   Mehta  dealing with  child  labour.

Indian origin doctor heading for British literary stardom

An Indian-origin doctor is heading for celebrity status after Britain’s biggest literary star-maker announced plans to back his debut in fiction. 

Abraham Verghese’s ‘Cutting for Stone’ — a story of Siamese twins in Ethiopia — could top the paperback charts on the back of TV endorsement by television producer Amanda Ross, considered the most influential figure in British publishing. 

“My favourite book that I have found this time, I think, is Cutting for Stone, sent to me by Gail Rebuck at Random House,” said Ms. Ross this weekend as she announced the 10 titles to be featured on her programme. 

“I was very pleased I found that one.... It is written by Abraham Verghese, an Indian doctor and it is quite quirky and nothing like any book we have had on the programme before,” she was quoted saying by The Observer. 

Dr. Verghese, who grew up in Ethiopia born to parents from Kerala and works at Stanford University in California in the field of HIV/AIDS, has had non—fiction success in The New Yorker, Granta and The New York Times Magazine and has also written two published accounts of his life. 

Ms. Ross was the producer of a popular television book club called ‘Richard & Judy’, and is about to launch a new Sunday evening programme on Channel 4 called ‘The TV Book Club,’ where Dr. Verghese’s book will be flagged. 

Books on the show will be reviewed by a panel of celebrities, including actress Laila Rouass, comedian Jo Brand and fashion guru Gok Wan. 

Successful novels endorsed by Richard & Judy include Alice Sebold’s ‘The Lovely Bones’, whose film version is to be released at the end of this month; Cecilia Aherne’s ‘PS I Love You’, also made into a film; and Victoria Hislop’s ‘The Island’, which became a publishing phenomenon after being plucked from relative obscurity by Ms. Ross. 

Ms. Ross said the publishers of ‘The Island’ estimate they may have sold only 5,000 copies of the book if her book club “hadn’t picked it up and sent it over a million”. 

“We do make millionaires on this show, so these days I choose authors who are really nice people. The writers we pick often stay part of the family around the programme. It has quite an impact on their careers so they send us all their new books. I love that,” she added. 

Dr. Verghese’s first novel, named after a phrase from the doctors’ Hippocratic oath, has been lauded by critics, with the noted British film director Richard Eyre comparing it to a work by Chekhov. 

“If Dr. Verghese becomes a bestselling author in this country it will be testament to Ms. Ross’s gift for understanding her audience,” The Observer said. 

Burj Khalifa - world’s tallest tower, 2010
Dubai opened the world’s tallest skyscraper on 04.01.2010, and in a surprise move renamed the gleaming glass-and-metal tower Burj Khalifa in a nod to the leader of neighbouring Abu Dhabi - the oil-rich sheikdom, which came to its rescue during the financial meltdown. 

A multimedia presentation witnessed by Dubai’s ruler and thousands of onlookers at the base of the tower said the building was 828 metres, or 2717 feet, tall. 

The developer of the newly-opened tower said it cost about $1.5 billion to build the tapering metal-and-glass spire billed as a “vertical city” of luxury apartments and offices. It boasts four swimming pools, a private library and a hotel designed by Giorgio Armani. 

The Burj’s developers say they are confident in the safety of the tower, which is more than twice the height of New York’s Empire State Building’s roof. 

Greg Sang, Emaar’s director of projects, said the Burj has “refuge floors” at 25 to 30 story intervals that are more fire resistant and have separate air supplies in case of emergency. And its reinforced concrete structure, he said, makes it stronger than steel frame skyscrapers. 

“It’s a lot more robust,” he said. “A plane won’t be able to slice through the Burj like it did through the steel columns of the World Trade Centre.” 

Despite the past year of hardships, the tower’s developer and other officials were in a festive mood, trying to bring the world’s focus on Dubai’s future potential rather than past mistakes. 

“Crises come and go. And cities move on,” Mohammed Alabbar, chairman of the tower’s developer Emaar Properties, told reporters before the inauguration. “You have to move on. Because if you stop taking decisions, you stop growing.” 

Emaar’s Alabbar said the landmark Burj is 90 per cent sold in a mix of residential units, offices and other space, offering a counterpoint to Dubai’s financial woes. 

The developer has only said the spire stands more than 2625 feet (800 metres) tall. Alabbar said Dubai’s ruler will announce the height at the inauguration ceremony. 

At a reported height of 2,684 feet (818 metres), the Burj Dubai long ago vanquished its nearest rival, the Taipei 101 in Taiwan. 

But the tower’s record-seeking developers didn’t stop there. The building boasts the most stories and highest occupied floor of any building in the world, and ranks as the world’s tallest structure, beating out a television mast in North Dakota. 

“We weren’t sure how high we could go,” said Bill Baker, the building’s structural engineer, who is in Dubai for the inauguration. “It was kind of an exploration ... A learning experience” 
Tracing the Big Bang aftermath

A massive telescope, with a diameter of 6.5 metres, will be deployed in the sky about 1.5 million km from the earth in 2014 to enable astronomers to study several subjects, including the formation of the first stars and galaxies after the Big Bang that created the universe, according to John C. Mather, joint winner of the Nobel Prize for Physics in 2006. 

The telescope, called the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST), is named after a former NASA Administrator. 

The other observations that scientists could make with the JWST were the evolution of galaxies as they changed with time, the formation of stars and planets, and evolution of planetary systems such as the solar system, said Dr. Mather, Senior Project Scientist, JWST, NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Centre, U.S. 

 “It is a very large telescope. It is bigger than the Hubble telescope,” he said. The JWST is a project of NASA in partnership with the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Canadian Space Agency. 

Dr. Mather was speaking on 4.1.2010 at the Space Summit organised by the Indian Space Research Organisation as part of the Indian Science Congress being held in Thiruvananthapuram. 

Arianespace’s Ariane -V vehicle will deploy the telescope. It will be folded up into the rocket’s fairing before the launch. Its locationis called the Sun-Earth Lagrange point L-2. 

Dr. Mather explained: “It is a perfect place for the telescope to be protected from the heat of the sun. The telescope will have a sun-shield bigger than a tennis-court. This huge umbrella allows the telescope to reach a temperature of 40 Kelvin so that it can observe infra-red radiation. If it were to be as warm as human beings, it will be emitting infra-red radiation and prevent us from doing observations.” 

Dr. Mather said there were plans to send an orbiter to Europa, which is a moon of the planet Jupiter. Europa was discovered by Galileo Galilei in 1609. It was warm inside and had an ocean with ice covering it. The ice was active and moved around. “It is clearly a place of interest for fundamental science. It is conceivable that it has life. It is possible that the ocean, underneath the ice, has life,” said Dr. Mather. It was possible for chemical life to exist on Europa as it existed on earth. It was an “interesting and intellectual question” whether the conditions required for life to exist on earth were also available in “strange and exotic locations such as Europa,” he said. 

Dr. Mather shared the Nobel Prize with George F. Smoot of the University of California for their work on the understanding of the Big Bang. Dr. Mather was one of the organisers of the Cosmic Background Explorer (COBE) satellite of NASA, launched in 1989, to measure the cosmic background radiation of the universe. “This radiation remains the Big Bang itself. We measured the temperature and spectrum of the radiation, extremely precisely, demonstrating that there is no theory to explain [the origin of the universe] other than the Big Bang theory.” 

The COBE organisers also measured the hot and cold spots in this Big Bang radiation to understand why it was possible for galaxies to exist. “So we believe that the hot and cold spots we measured are the precursors of the clusters of galaxies that are now observed… These hot and cold spots have evolved over cosmic time to produce the structure of the universe that we now see. These two main measurements we made with the help of the COBE satellite are the basis of our getting the Nobel Prize,” he said. 

*****
Delhiite is first Indian woman to ski to South Pole 
Reena Kaushal on 31.12.2010 became the first Indian woman to ski to the South Pole. 

Ms. Kaushal, 38, settled in Delhi, made the historic ski-run as part of an eight-woman Commonwealth team that crossed a 900 km Antarctic ice trek to reach the South Pole to mark the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Commonwealth.

Skiing eight to 10 hours a day, Ms. Kaushal and her teammates from seven other countries covered the frozen continent to the pole in about 40 days. Each skier towed a sledge with food and gear weighing some 80 kg. 

The skiers, Ms. Kaushal said in a statement online, braved blinding blizzards, jet speed winds blowing in excess of 130 km an hour and temperatures of minus 40 degrees Celsius. 

*****
Knighthood for UK's first Sikh judge 

Mota Singh, who is the UK's first Sikh and Asian judge, has been knighted by the British 

Queen. 

London-based Singh, who is also a Queen's Counsel, has been knighted in the Queen's New Year Honours List for "services to the Administration of Justice, Community Relations and to the Voluntary Sector". 

His decision to wear a white turban in court, instead of a wig, came to be seen as a sign of a multicultural Britain.

A Ramgarhia Sikh, Mota Singh was raised and educated in Nairobi, Kenya. In 1954, he shifted to England to complete the remaining part of his studies of Law. He joined the English bar in 1967. 

Within months, he developed a successful practice in civil law. 

Among several Indian-origin people honoured in the New Year List is Achhar Paul Dharni, who has been awarded the MBE (Member of the British Empire) for services to business and to the community in Bradford, West Yorkshire. 

Dharni, 68, who is also the chairman of Bradford's Hindu Cultural Society, emigrated to the city from India in 1963. He worked as a bus driver, ran and sold his own insurance broker and travel companies. 

Dharni was a key figure behind the three million pounds project to build the Laxmi Narayan Hindu temple, in Leeds Road, which was opened by the Queen in May 2007. 
*****
Indian, at 36, is Germany's youngest University Chief

Giessen (Germany): Joybrato Mukherjee, a 36-year-old Professor of English whose parents immigrated from India, became Germany's youngest Chief Executive of a University on Wednesday.

He was inducted as President, a title which is equivalent to Vice-Chancellor in other nations, of the University of Giessen, which in Central Germany has 24,100 students. 

Mukherjee said his six-year term would focus on improving teacher skills and research into education. 

He was appointed Deputy President of the University in April 2008, five years after being appointed a Professor in its English department. He is a specialist in Applied Linguistics and in South Asian variants of English. 

Mukherjee was born in 1973 in the Rhine valley area of Western Germany where his parents had settled. He has also studied biology and education, and has separately qualified as a secondary school teacher. 
*****
Dream Dare Win
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