



2009 National Events - Timelines
JANUARY

Jan. 1: Five persons are killed and 62 injured as serial blasts rock three localities in Assam capital Guwahati.
Jan. 2: The Government announces the second fiscal stimulus package.
Jan. 5: National Conference president Omar Abdullah is sworn in the 11th Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir.
Jan. 7: Byrraju Ramalinga Raju quits as Satyam Computers chairman after admitting that accounts were fudged to the tune of Rs. 7,106 crore over “several years”.
Jan. 8: The Jharkhand Chief Minister Shibu Soren loses the Tamar Assembly byelection by a margin of 9,000 votes.
Overseas Indian Citizenship cardholders can practise their professions in India, says the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh after launching a global Indian knowledge network at the Pravasi Bhratiya Divas inaugural in Chennai.
Jan. 9: The former chairman of Satyam Computers B. Ramalinga Raju and his brother and former MD, B. Rama Raju surrender to Hyderabad police. The Centre disbands board of Satyam  Computer Services.
Jan. 11: The Centre forms a three-member board comprising HDFC chairman, Deepak Parekh, the former Nasscom president, Kiran Karnik and the ex-SEBI member, C. Achutan to take charge of Satyam Computer Services.
Jan. 12: Jharkhand Chief Minister Shibu Soren resigns.
Jan. 13: Sensex closes at 9071.36 having shed nearly 1,050 points in the last two trading sessions after the Satyam fraud came to light.
Jan. 15: Radha Vinod Raju is appointed the first Director-General of the National Investigation Agency.
Jan. 19: Jharkhand is placed under President’s rule and the Assembly kept under suspended animation.
Jan. 20: The former U.P. Chief Minister Kalyan Singh quits BJP and as Bulandshar MP.
Jan. 21: The Tamil Nadu government decides to launch the Chief Minister’s Insurance Scheme for Life Saving Treatments which will benefit one crore families.
Jan 23: The Delhi High Court quashes the Centre’s notification banning smoking scenes in films.
Jan. 24: India and Kazakhstan sign a major agreement for supply of uranium and a comprehensive cooperation in civil nuclear energy programme. An extradition treaty is also inked.
Jan. 25: Maharashtra police officials Hemant Karkare, Ashok Marutrao Kamte, Vijay Salaskar, NSG Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan are among 11 persons selected for the Ashok Chakra awards. Thirteen personnel, six of them posthumously, are chosen for Kirti Chakra.
Jan. 26: India celebrates its 60th Republic Day, honouring the martyrs and putting up an impressive show of its military might.
Jan. 27: The former President R. Venkataraman (98) who presided over the era of coalition politics at the Centre in the late 1980s dies at the Army’s Research and Referral Hospital in New Delhi following multiple organ failure.
Jan. 28: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approves the Rs.14,600-crore Chennai Metro Rail Project at its meeting in New Delhi.
Jan. 31: Five infants die after a makeshift phototherapy apparatus catches fire at the government-run Rajendra Hospital at Patiala, Punjab.

FEBRUARY
Feb. 2: The ISRO Chairman, G. Madhavan Nair and Team Chandrayaan are declared the CNN-IBN

Indian of the year 2008. Actor Dilip Kumar is presented the Lifetime Achievement Award.
Feb. 4: India signs its first commercial nuclear pact with the French nuclear giant Areva for reactors, fuel supply in New Delhi.
Feb. 5: The U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is presented the Sustainable Development Leadership Award 2009 at the Ninth Delhi Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi.
Feb. 6: Kiran Karnik, the former president of the National Association of Software and Services Companies, chairman of Satyam Computer Services.
Feb. 10: Pandit Bhimshen Joshi, noted Hindustani classical vocalist is presented with Bharat Ratna at his residence in Pune.
Feb. 11: Scientists of the Karnal based National Dairy Research Institute announce cloning of the

world’s first buffalo. 

Suman Sharma becomes the world’s first woman to fly the Russian MiG-35 fighter jet at the Aero India International Air Show in Yelahanka, Bangalore.
Feb. 16: The External Affairs Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, who holds charge of Finance presents the interim budget for 2009-10 for a vote-on-account. A massive allocation of Rs. 1,31,317 crore is made for flagship programmes.
The Congress revokes the suspension of former Maharashtra Revenue Minister Narayan Rane.

The Government hands over the Satyam case to the CBI.
Feb. 17: Prominent Hindi novelist Govind Mishra among 23 persons presented the Sahitya Akademi Awards for 2008 in New Delhi.
Janata Party President Subramanian Swamy is assaulted on the Madras High Court premises by a group of advocates.
Feb. 19: The Madras High Court premises witnesses unprecedented violence as lawyers and police personnel fight pitched battles.
Rajya Sabha passes the Prevention of Money Laundering (Amendment) Bill, 2008.
The former Revenue Minister Narayan Rane is re-inducted into the Maharashtra Cabinet.
Feb. 21: Satyam Computer Services sacks Price Waterhouse as the company’s statutory auditors.
Feb. 22: Tirupur becomes the 32nd district of Tamil Nadu.
Feb. 24: Lok Sabha passes the Prevention of Money Laundering (Amendment) Bill, 2009.
Feb. 25: The former Union Communications Minister Sukh Ram is sentenced to a three-year jail term by a Delhi court in a 13-year-old disproportionate assets case.
Feb. 26: A three-judge Supreme Court Bench orders a probe by B. N. Srikrishna, a retired judge of the apex court into the violent incidents on the Madras High Court premises on February 19.
The curtains come down on the 14th Lok Sabha with the session being adjourned sine die by the Speaker Somnath Chatterjee. He dissociates himself from politics.

MARCH
March 2: The Election Commission announces that elections to the 15th Lok Sabha will be held in five phases, on April 16, 23 and 30 and May 7 and 13. 
The Assembly elections in Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Sikkim will be held simultaneously.
The Boards of Directors of Reliance Industries Limited and its refinery subsidiary Reliance Petroleum Limited approve the merger of the firms, the nation’s largest-ever corporate merger.
March 3: The Howrah-New Delhi Rajdhani Express the country’s first superfast passenger train completes 40 years of service.
March 4: The President Pratibha Patil approves the appointment of Navin Chawla as the Chief Election Commissioner with effect from April 20.
March 6: Justice Srikrishna submits to Supreme Court his interim report on the clashes on February 19 on the Madras High Court premises.

March 7: The Biju Janata Dal and the BJP part ways after failure of seat-sharing talks. The BJP withdraws support to the Orissa government. 

Manipur Human rights activist Irom Chanu Sharmila on a continuous fast for the past nine years demanding complete withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958 is freed from judicial custody, in Imphal.
March 8: Aman Satya Kachru (19), a first year student of the Rajendra Prasad Medical Centre in

Tanda, Himachal Pradesh dies of injuries he suffered after being beaten up during ragging two days earlier.

March 9: Hemant Laxman Gokhale is sworn in the 43rd Chief Justice of the Madras High Court

Two Independent MLAs withdraw support to the Meghalaya government reducing the strength of the ruling Meghalaya Progressive Alliance to 31, only one more than the majority mark.

March 10: The political crisis in Meghalaya deepens following the resignation of the Urban Affairs Minister Paul Lyngdoh from the Cabinet.

March 11: Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik wins the trust vote in the Assembly.

March 12: .Air Marshal D.C. Kumaria takes charge as the first-ever Director General Operations at Air Headquarters in New Delhi.

March 13: Sensex records highest gain of 413 points in the current calendar year and closes at 8756.61 on the back of all-round buying triggered by stronger global cues.

March 14: The former Karnataka Chief Minister Bangarappa formally rejoins the Congress three years after he left the party.

March 17: The Donkupar Royled Meghalaya Progressive Alliance government survives a crucial trust vote, scraping through with a casting vote by Speaker B.M. Lanong.

March 19: Meghalaya is put under President’s rule and the Assembly is kept under suspended

animation.

March 21: Mohanrao Bhagwat takes over as the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh chief at the organisation’s conclave in Nagpur.

March 23: Tata Group chairman Ratan Tata launches commercially Nano, the people’s car at a function in Mumbai.

Advocates resume work in the Madras High Court ending their more than a month boycott.

Sensex closes at a five-week high of 9424.02 points, registering the biggest single day gain of 457.34 since December 10, 2008.

March 24: Sister Mary Prema is elected the new Superior General of the Missionaries of Charity in place of the ailing Sister Nirmala.

March 26: Sensex closes above the 10000-mark a level last seen on January 5.

March 27: Gujarat Minister of State for Women’s Welfare Mayaben Kodnani resigns from the Narendra Modi Cabinet and surrenders before the Special Investigation Team in Gandhinagar.

The Chameli Devi Jain Award for Outstanding Woman Mediaperson for 2008 is conferred on Nirupama Subramanian, Islamabad Correspondent of the The Hindu and Vinita Deshmukh, Editor of Intelligent Pune in New Delhi.

The PMK pulls out of the UPA in Tamil Nadu and joins the AIADMK led front.

March 28: The BJP’s Pilibhit Lok Sabha candidate Varun Gandhi is remanded to judicial custody after his surrender in connection with cases related to his alleged hate speeches at election rallies in the district on March 7 and 9 and lodged in the Pilibhit district jail.

Union Health Minister R. Anbumani and Minister of State for Railways R. Velu quit the Manmohan Singh Cabinet.

March 29: The U.P government invokes NSA against Varun Gandhi.

March 30: Sensex plummets by 480.35 points to close at 9568.14.

The Atomic Energy Commission chairman Anil Kakodkar, actors Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and Akshay Kumar, noted Tamil writer D. Jayakanthan among 62 persons presented with the Padma awards.

APRIL

April 2: The CBI gives a clean chit to the former Union Minister Jagdish Tytler in a 1984 anti-Sikh riot case.

Sensex zooms by 447 points to register its nearly five-month closing high of 10348.83 on all-round buying.

April 3: Former Union Minister George Fernandes is expelled from the Janata Dal (United).

April 13: Tech Mahindra acquires Satyam Computer Services outbidding L&T. 

Sensex breaches the 11000-level for the first time in six months.

April 14: ISRO Chairman Madhavan Nair, environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna, Olympic gold medal winner Abhinav Bhindra among 63 personalities presented with the Padma awards 2009 by the President Pratibha Patil.

April 15: Fifty eight to sixty two per cent voting is recorded in phase I of the Lok Sabha polls. The Supreme Court directs release of BJP candidate Varun Gandhi on parole.
April 20: The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C-12) puts in Orbit Radar Imaging Satellite (RISAT- 2) a surveillance satellite procured from Israel and Anusat built by Anna University, Chennai after lift-off from Sriharikota.

The Chief Election Commissioner N. Gopalaswami retires after holding office for 34 months.

April 21: Senior Election Commissioner Navin B. Chawla takes over as the 16th Chief Election Commissioner. 
Union Power Secretary V.S. Sampath assumes office as the new Election Commissioner.

April 23: Fifty-five per cent voting is recorded in phase II of the general elections covering 140 Lok Sabha constituencies in 12 States.
April 27: The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi goes on an indefinite fast but ends it six-and-ahalf hours after being informed of Sri Lanka’s decision to halt combat operations with heavy weapons.
The former Chairman and Managing Director of Indian Bank M. Gopalakrishnan is jailed for 14 years in a case of conspiracy and cheating resulting in a loss of Rs. 8.67 crore to the bank, and ordered to pay a fine of Rs. 70 lakh.
April 29: Four passengers are killed and 11 others injured after an unidentified person hijacks a suburban train from near the Central Railway Station, Chennai and drives it at high speed resulting in a head-on collision with a goods train at Vyasarpadi Jiva railway station.
April 30: Fifty per cent of 14.40 crore voters cast ballots in 107 constituencies in nine States and two Union Territories in the third phase of the general elections.
MAY

May 1: The Supreme Court orders the setting up of six fast track courts to try the 2002 Godhra and post- Godhra riot cases in Gujarat and vacates its 2003 order staying the trial.
May 2: The Supreme Court appointed SIT files charge sheets against Gujarat Minister Maya Kodnani, VHP leader Jaideep Patil and others in the cases of Naroda massacre during the 2002 riots in Gujarat.
May 4: Sensex surges by a whopping 731.50 points, the biggest single day gain in 2009 to close the day at 12,134.75.
May 7: Fiftyseven per cent polling in the fourth phase of the Lok Sabha elections covering 85 seats in seven States and the National Capital Territory of Delhi.
May 8: The Supreme Court issues guidelines to check ragging in educational institutions.

May 12: Economic Affairs Secretary Ashok Chawla is appointed Finance Secretary. H.S. Brahma

assumes office as Power Secretary. 

Sensex gains 475 points to close at 12158.03, the year’s second biggest rally aided by a rebound in key blue chip counters.
May 13: Sixtytwo per cent polling is recorded in the last phase of the Lok Sabha election. Tamil Nadu registers 72 per cent polling with Karur recording the highest 80.95 per cent.
A seven-member Congress and United Democratic Party coalition ministry headed by D.D. Lapang is sworn in in Meghalaya.
May 14: The Uttar Pradesh government revokes the National Security Act slapped against the BJP’s Pilibhit candidate Varun Gandhi following a Supreme Court directive.
May 16: The Indian National Congress and its allies storm back to power in the Lok Sabha. In Tamil Nadu the DMK-Congress combine wins 28 seats, the Congress wins all seven Delhi seats, bags nine out of 10 seats in Haryana and grabs 19 out of 25 in Rajasthan.
The Sikkim Democratic Front led by Pawan Kumar Chamling wins all 32 Assembly seats and the lone Lok Sabha seat. 
In Andhra Pradesh, the UPA wins 33 out of 42 Lok Sabha seats and 155 out of the 294 Assembly

seats.
In Orissa, the Biju Janata Dal wins a landslide in the Assembly polls bagging 103 of the 147 seats and also sweeps the Lok Sabha polls. 
In Kerala, the Congress secures 16 of 20 seats.
May 18: Sensex gains 2110.79 points and closes at 14284.21. For the first time in the history of the stock market, the markets remain closed for two hours.
The 14th Lok Sabha is dissolved by the President Pratibha Patil.
May 20: Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy is sworn in Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister for a second consecutive term at a function in Hyderabad.
Pawan Kumar Chamling is sworn in Sikkim Chief Minister for a fourth successive term, in Gangtok.
May 21: Biju Janata Dal president Naveen Patnaik is sworn in Orissa Chief Minister for the third consecutive term.
May 22: Manmohan Singh is sworn in Prime Minister for a second successive term along with 19 Cabinet colleagues.
May 25: Pranab Mukherjee, A.K. Antony and Sharad Pawar assume office as Union Finance, Defence and Agriculture Ministers.
The Supreme Court grants bail to Binayak Sen, vice-president of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties, who had been under detention since May 2007 in Chhattisgarh for alleged links with Maoists.
Cyclone ‘Aila’ pounds West Ben-gal leaving 23 dead and affecting 1.1 lakh people. The Sunderbans region is badly hit.
The D.D. Lapang-led Meghalaya United Alliance wins trust vote in Assembly.
May 26: The toll in Cyclone Aila in West Bengal goes up to 78. Heavy and incessant rain in Darjeeling triggers landslips.
Mamata Banerjee takes charge of the Railway Ministry in Kolkata. Announces Rs.20-a-month railway pass for poor for travel on specified routes.
Patlolla Sabitha Indra Reddy becomes the first woman Home Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Five other women given key portfolios.
May 27: Sensex surges by 525 points to close at 14,109.64.
May 28: Fiftynine new Union Ministers take oath.
Rani Abbakka, the Coast Guard’s first inshore patrol vessel is launched at a function in Visakhapatnam.
May 29: The Tamil Nadu Local Administration Minister, M.K. Stalin, is elevated as Deputy Chief

Minister.
Sensex gains 329 points to move to a nearly nine-month high of 14625.25.
May 31: Air Chief Marshal Pradeep Vasant Naik takes charge as the 19th Chief of the Indian Air Force, in New Delhi.
Union Water Resources Minister Meira Kumar resigns from the Council of Ministers and is set to

become Lok Sabha Speaker.
The BJP’s parliamentary wing elects L.K. Advani as its leader in the Lok Sabha.
The rule that packaging of tobacco products must carry pictorial warnings comes into effect.
JUNE

June 1: The 15th Lok Sabha gets off to a smooth start and close to 330 members take oath.
June 3: Meira Kumar is unanimously elected the first woman Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
Sensex breaches the 15000-level for the first time since the Lehman Brothers collapse in September last, but closes at 14870.90 after banking and IT stocks pull down the market.
June 4: N. Kiran Kumar Reddy is elected the 17th Speaker of the Andhra Pradesh Assembly.
June 5: Commerce Secretary Gopal Krishna Pillai is named Union Home Secretary.
Disinvestment Secretary Rahul Khullar is appointed Commerce Secretary.
Montek Singh Ahluwalia is appointed Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission for a second

term.
Sensex closes at nearly a tenmonth high of 15103.55, as the IT, capital goods and the auto sector

keeps up the growth tempo. National Stock Exchange index Nifty closes at 4586.90.
June 6: Thirty persons are injured in clashes in the Kashmir Valley even as protests continue for the sixth day running against the rape and death of two women Nilofar Ahanger and her sister-in-Law Asiya  Jan at Shopian on May 29 night.
Vice-Admiral Nirmal Kumar Verma is named the nation’s Chief of Naval Staff.
Indian scientists announce the birth of the world’s second cloned buffalo named Garima at the National Dairy Research Institute in Karnal, Haryana.
June 8: Seven-time member of Parliament Karia Munda is unanimously elected Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker.
Sensex drops by 437.63 points, the third biggest fall of the year, to close at 14665.92, following a dramatic sell-off by foreign funds. Nifty tumbles by 157 points to 4429.90.
June 9: The Hurriyat Conference ends strike and life returns to normality in the Kashmir Valley.
June 10: Sensex surges by 340 points and closes at 15466.81, after reaching a nearly one-year high of 15580.81 earlier in the day. Nifty touches one-year high of 4655.25.
June 11: The CBI files chargesheets against nine accused, including the former Kerala Power Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in the SNC-Lavalin case before a CBI special court in Kochi.
June 12: The BJP MP and former External Affairs Minister Yashwant  Sinha resigns from all party

positions.
June 15: Sensex tumbles by 362 points to close at 14875.52, the fifth biggest single-day fall of the year, triggered by the Bombay High Court ruling on RIL’s gas sales to Reliance Natural Resources.
June 16: The Maharashtra government rejects the indictment of the then Mumbai Police Commissioner Hasan Gafoor by the Ram Pradhan Committee which probed the 26/11 attacks in its action taken report tabled in the Assembly.

June 17: A local leader and two CPI(M) activists are gunned down by suspected Maoists in the Jhargram area of West Bengal’s Paschim Medinipur district even as Lalgarh is rocked by a fresh wave of violence.
June 18: Central paramilitary forces and the State Armed Police launch an offensive against Maoists and supporters of the People’s Committee Against Police Atrocities in West Bengal’s Lalgarh area.
June 19: The Telangana Rashtra Samiti president K. Chandrasekhara Rao resigns.
June 20: The Centre launches a round-the-clock anti-ragging helpline that can be accessed at 1800-180-5522.
June 21: Satyam Computer Services unveils its new brand identity ‘Mahindra Satyam’.
June 22: The Centre bans the Communist Part of India (Maoist) for the second time since 2004 and declares it a terrorist organisation.
June 23: Maoists ambush police party and then free Misir Besra, a top-ranking leader in Bihar’s Lakhisarai district.
C.P. Gurnani is new chief executive officer of Mahindra Satyam.
June 24: Uttarakhand Health Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal is to be new Chief Minister replacing B.C. Khanduri.
Hans Raj Bhardwaj is appointed Karnataka Governor. Rameshwar Thakur to be Madhya Pradesh Governor and Devanand Konwar is named Governor of Bihar.
June 25: The Union Home Resource Development Minister Kapil Sibal announces the government’s agenda for the education sector. Proposal to make Class X examination optional. 

All-India school board planned.
Nandan M. Nilekani is to be chairperson of the Unique Identification Authority.
The Assam Governor and former Rajasthan Chief Minister Shiv Sharan Mathur (83) passes away at a Delhi hospital.
June 26: Sensex gains 419 points to end at 14764.64 on the back of firm global cues.
June 27: Amid heavy gun battle security forces take control of Maoist-dominated Ramgarh, 7 km

from Lalgarh.
June 30: The Justice Liberhan Commission which probed the events that led to the Babri Masjid

demolition on December 6, 1992 submits its report to the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

The UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi declares open the Bandra-Worli sea link, a state-of-the-art cablestayed bridge in Bandra, Mumbai.
The government names Nirupama Rao, currently Ambassador to China, as its next Foreign Secretary. The former Commerce Secretary, Gopal Krishna Pillai, takes over as the new Home Secretary.
Sensex loses 292 points and closes at 14493.84 on across-the-board selling.
JULY

July 2: In a landmark judgment, the Delhi High Court strikes down the provision of Section 377 of the IPC which criminalised consensual sexual acts of adults in private.
July 3: Railway Minister Mamata Banerjee presents the first Railway Budget of the new UPA Government, the highlights being Izzat pass for unorganised sector, point-to-point Duronto (superfast) trains’, low-cost air-conditioned ‘ Yuva’ trains.
July 4: The Jammu and Kashmir High Court orders exhumation of the bodies of the two women murdered in Shopian for a fresh autopsy and collecting DNA samples.
July 6: The Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee provides Rs.71,000 crore outlay for the social sector and rural development presenting the UPA government’s full budget for 2009-10.
Sensex plunges by 869 points to close at 14,043.40 surpassing the hefty fall of 749 points on January 7 this year.
July 7: Sensex gains 127.05 points and closes at 14170.45.
Sixteen persons die after drinking spurious liquor in Majoor Gaam in Ahmedabad.
July 9: The toll in the hooch tragedy in Ahmedabad’s Rakhiyaal area goes up to 105.
July 10: Sensex loses 253 points, recording its biggest weekly fall of the year and closes at 13504.22 on concerns over weak monsoon.
An Army court martial in Patiala orders that Army Service Corps (ASC) officer Captain Poonam Kaur be sacked for falsely accusing her seniors of sexual harassment.
July 12: Six persons are killed and 15 injured after a girder at an under construction Delhi Metro Rail Corporation bridge collapses at Jamrudpur on the elevated Central Secretariat – Badarpur line in South Delhi.
July 13: All the six accused in the case of murder in August 2006 of Professor H.S. Sabharwal at Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh are freed by a Nagpur court for lack of evidence.
July 14: Life in Mumbai city badly hit following heavy rains.

Women  celebrate  their  graduation  as  the  first  female  cadets  in  the Border  Security  Force  ( BSF)   at  the  Jahankhelan  Training  Centre in  Hoshiarpur,   Punjab.

Nandan  Nilekani,   Chairman, Unique  Identification  Authority of  India,   at  his  office,   in  New Delhi.

Rida  Shaikh  who  died  due  to swine  flu  at  a  hospital  in  Pune.

second  day  running  and  the  Mithi river  crosses  the  danger  level.

Sensex  gains  453.38  points  to close  at  13853.70  after  a  four- day  losing  streak.

July  15:   Rain  lashes  Mumbai  for the  third  consecutive  day.   In  Gujarat’s  Junagadh  district,   Mongrol  receives  500  mm  rain.

The  47- day- old  strike  against  the alleged  rape  and  murder  of  two women  in  Shopian  is  called  off  on  an appeal  by  the  Jammu  and  Kashmir High  Court.

July  17:   Mumbaikar  Ashok  Raghunath  Vichare  becomes  the  first owner  of  the  Tata  Nano  as  the world’s  cheapest  car  hits  the  roads.

Vinod  Chauhan  alias  Dagri,   key accused  in  the  Gujarat  hooch  tragedy  is  arrested  near  Vadodara.

Parliament  approves  the  extension  of  President’s  rule  in Jharkhand.

Sensex  jumps  494.67  points  to  a two- week  high  of  14744.92,   pushed by  the  FII  buying  spree.   This  is  the biggest  single- day  gain  since  May  27, 2009.

July  18:   Margaret  Alva  is  appointed  Uttarakhand  Governor  and Jagannath  Pahadia  to  be  Haryana Governor.   Jharkhand  Governor Syed  Sibtey  Razi  is  shifted  to  Assam. Iqbal  Singh  to  be  Puducherry  Lt. Governor.

India  and  the  U. S.   finalise  three  agreements  —   a  military end  user  pact,   the  Technology  Safeguards  Agreement  and  the  Science and  Technology  Cooperation  Agreement  —   with  the  visiting  Secretary  of State  Hillary  Clinton.

The  Supreme  Court  declines  to stay  the  Delhi  High  Court  judgment declaring  Section  377  of  the  IPC  unconstitutional  and  decriminalising unnatural  sex  between  consenting adults.

Sensex  gains  446  points  to  close above  15000  mark  at  150191.

Rajya  Sabha  passes  “ The  Right  of Children  to  Free  and  Compulsory Education  Bill.

July  22:   A  longest  total  solar eclipse  of  the  century  lasting  6  minutes  and  39  seconds  sweeps  across  a narrow  swathe  of  Asia.   The  dark shadow  of  the  moon  made  its  landfall  in  Gujarat  before  racing  across the  nation.

July  23:   The  former  CEO  of  Insofys  Nandan  Nilekani  takes  over  as Chairman  of  the  newly  created Unique  Identification  Authority  of India.

The  Union  Health  Minister  Ghulam  Nabi  Azad  inaugurates  the  ‘ Kalaignar  Insurance  Scheme  for  Life saving  Treatments  for  One  Crore Poor  Families’   in  Chennai.

July  24:   Sensex  advances  by 147.92  points  to  close  at  a  nearly six- week  high  of  15378.86.

July  25:   The  President  Pratibha Patil  presents  the  Indira  Gandhi Prize  for  Peace,   Disarmament  and Development  for  2007  to  Microsoft co- founder  Bill  Gates  at  the  Rashtrapati  Bhavan.

The  BSF  for  the  first  time  inducts 178  women  recruits  for  guarding  international  borders  at  the  Kharkhan camp,   150  km  from  Chandigarh.

July  26:   The  Prime  Minister, Manmohan  Singh,   launches  the  nation’s  first  indigenous  nuclear- powered  submarine  INS  Arihant  for  sea trials  at  Visakhapatnam.

July  29:   India’s  first  standard gauge  Metro  train  goes  on  trial  run on  the  Inderlok- Mundka  corridor  of the  Delhi  Metro.

July  30:   The  Rajasthan  Governor Shailendra  Kumar  Singh  approves the  Bill  which  provides  for  five  per cent  reservation  to  Gujjars  and  three other  communities,   besides  14  per cent  quota  to  the  Economically Backward  Classes.

AUGUST

Aug.   1:   Nirupama  Rao  takes  over as  Foreign  Secretary.

Aug.   3:   Rida  Shaikh  ( 14)   studying in  Pune’s  St.   Anne’s  School,   becomes the  first  person  to  die  of  swine  flu  in India.   She  passes  away  at  the  Jehangir  Hospital.

The  Rajya  Sabha  passes  the  Constitution  ( 109th  Amendment)   Bill 2009  that  seeks  extension  of  reservation  of  seats  for  the  Scheduled Castes  and  Scheduled  Tribes  in  the Lok  Sabha  and  State  Assemblies  for another  10  years.

Aug.   4:   Parliament  adopts  The Right  of  Children  to  Free  and  Compulsory  Education  Bill.

Sensex  touches  an  intra- day  high of  16002.46  for  the  first  time  since June  2,   2008  before  settling  at 15830.98.   Nifty  drops  by  30.90 points  to  close  at  4680.50.

Aug.   5:   The Madurai Bench of the Madras  High  Court  reverses  the  acquittal  in  2008  of  educationist  S. A. Raja  of  Tirunelveli  for  the  murder  of Aladi  Aruna,   former  State  Law  Minister  on  December  31,   2004  and  sentences  him  to  undergo  double  life imprisonment.

Aug.   6:   A special Prevention of Terrorism  Act  court  in  Mumbai  sentences  to  death  Haneef  Sayyed,   his wife  Fahmeeda  and  Ashrat  Ansari convicted  in  the  bomb  blasts  case  of 2003.

Aug.   8:   The  President,   Pratibha Patil,   inaugurates  the  Armed  Forces Tribunal.

Aug.   9:   Gujarat  registers  its  first swine  flu  death  after  an  NRI  Pravin Patel  ( 43)   dies  of  the  A  ( H1N1)   virus at  the  government  civil  hospital  in Ahmedabad.

Aug.   10:   Sanjay  Balakrishnan  ( 4) of  Velachery,   Chennai  becomes  the first  to  die  of  the  A  ( H1N1)   virus  in Tamil  Nadu.

Aug.   11:   The  Centre  agrees  to abolish  the  Darjeeling  Gorkha  Hill Council  and  work  for  a  new  set- up  in the  hill  district.

The  Supreme  Court  grants  Rs.   10 lakh  as  interim  ex  gratia  to  the  family of  Sohrabuddin  Sheikh  killed  by  the Gujarat  police  in  a  fake  encounter  in 2005.

Aug.   14:   Major  Mohit  Sharma from  1  Para  ( Special  Forces)   ( posthumous)   and  Major  D.   Sreeram  Kumar  are  honoured  with  Ashok Chakra,   the  country’s  highest  peace time  gallantry  award.

Aug.   16:   A  ‘ Heritage  Train’   with  a 1947- made  WP  7200  steam  engine  is flagged  off  from  the  Howrah  Station, retracing  the  route  the  first  train  of the  East  India  Railway  took  155 years  ago.

Aug.   19:   The  BJP  expels  its  veteran  leader  and  MP  Jaswant  Singh  following  the  ferment  created  by  his praise  of  Pakistan  founder  Mohammad  Ali  Jinnah  in  his  book  Jinnah: India,   Partition  Independence. The Gujarat  Government  bans  the  book.

Three  more  die  of  swine  flu  taking the  nationwide  toll  to  33.   The Gujarat Government invokes the 102year- old Epidemic Diseases Control Act,   1907.

Eminent  Sanskrit  poet,   author  of The  Ramayana:   A  Linguistic  Study, Satya  Vrat  Shastri  is  presented  the 42nd  Jnanpith  Award  by  the  princess  of  Thailand,   Maha  Chakri  Sirindhorn  at  a  function  in  New  Delhi.

Aug.   20:   Delhi  reports  its  first two  deaths  due  to  swine  flu.

Aug.   21:   The  DMK  and  the  Congress  in  Tamil  Nadu  bag  all  the  five seats  in  the  by-elections  held  on  August  18.

Haryana  Assembly  dissolved  by the  Governor  as  recommended  by the  State  Cabinet.

Sensex  adds  228.51  points  to  reach 15240.83  on  brisk  buying  in  realty, IT  and  auto  counters.

Aug.   22:   Bhagwati  Singh,   the prime  accused  in  the  murder  of  national  badminton  champion  Syed Modi  on  July  28,   1988  in  Lucknow  is sentenced  to  life  imprisonment.

Aug.   24:   Swine  flu  claims  three more  lives  taking  the  nationwide  toll to  72.   Schools  and  colleges  in  Pune reopen  after  nearly  two  weeks.

The  Prime  Minister’s  Council  on Climate  Change  gives  “ in  principle” approval  for  the  National  Mission  on Enhanced  Energy  Efficiency.

Aug.   26:   Supreme  Court  judges agree  to  make  their  assets  public.

Sensex notches up  81.38  points  to close  at  15769.   85.   In straight five days it has gained 880 points.

The  Right  of  Children  to  Free  and Compulsory  Education  Act  gets presidential  assent.

Aug.   27:   The  UPA  government raises  reservation  for  women  at  all tiers  of  the  panchayati  raj  system from  33  to  at  least  50  per  cent.

Aug.   28:   Nifty  breaches  the  crucial  4700  level.   Sensex  gains  141.27 points  to  close  at  15922.34.   It  has notched  up  1112.70  points  in  a  sevenday  long  winning  streak.

Swine  flu  toll  reaches  93  nationwide  with  the  death  of  four  more persons,   including  a  three- year- old child.

Aug.   29:   The  Indian  Space  Research  Organisation  loses  radio  contact  with  Chandrayaan- 1  and  the first  moon  mission  ends  in  ten months  instead  of  its  slated  life  of two  years.

Aug.   30:   The  Chandrayaan- 1  mission  is  terminated.

Aug.   31:   Vice- Admiral  Nirmal

Kumar  takes  over  as  the  new  Chief  of the  Naval  Staff.   Chief  of  the  Army Staff  General  Deepak  Kapoor  takes charge  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint Chiefs  of  Staff  Committee.

SEPTEMBER

Sept.   2:   The  Andhra  Pradesh Chief  Minister  Yeduguri  Sandinti Rajasekhara  Reddy  ( 60)   is  killed  after  the  helicopter  in  which  he  was travelling  crashes  into  Pavurala  Gutta,   a  steep  hillock  between  Atmakur and  Rollapenta  villages  in  Kurnool district.   He  was  on  his  way  to  Anuppalle  village  in  Chittoor.

Sept.   3:   Finance  Minister  K.   Rosaiah  is  sworn  in  interim  Chief  Minister  of  Andhra  Pradesh.   Cabinet adopts  resolution  to  name  Kadapa district  after  YSR.

Sept.   4:   Y. S.   Rajasekhara  Reddy laid  to  rest  in  his  Idupalapaya  Estate, in  Kadapa  district.

The  Gujarat  High  Court  strikes down  the  State  government  ban  on Jaswant  Singh’s  book  on  Jinnah.
Singer  Manna  Dey  who  has been  selected  for  the  Dada Saheb  Phalke  Award Navy  Sub  Lieutenants  Seema  Rani  Sharma  and  Ambica  Hooda after  the  passing  out  parade  in  Kochi.

International  Atomic  Energy Agency  ( IAEA)   Director General  Mohamed  ElBaradei receives  the  Indira  Gandhi Peace  Prize  from  President Pratibha  Patil  during  a ceremony  in  New  Delhi.

Sensex  gains  290  points  and  ends the  day  at  15689.12  arresting  a  fourday  slide,   in  which  it  lost  524  points.

Sept.   6:   All  the  34  members  of  the Y. S.   Rajasekhara  Reddy  Cabinet  take oath  as  Ministers.

Sept.   7:   The  June  15,   2004  killing of  Mumbai  student  Ishrat  Jehan  and three  others  near  the  Kotarpur  waterworks  on  the  outskirts  of  Ahmedabad  city  is  also  a  case  of  fake encounter,   says  the  Metropolitan magistrate  S. P.   Tamang  in  a  243page  report.

Class  X  Board  exams  in  CBSE schools  stand  cancelled  beginning 2011.

Kanchivaram wins  the  Best  Feature  Film  award  and  Prakash  Raj  adjudged  Best  Actor  as  the  55th National  Film  Awards  2007  are  announced  in  New  Delhi. The  Best  Actress  Award  goes  to  Kannada  actor Umashree  for  her  role  in Gulabi Talkies.

Sensex  closes  at  more  than  15month  high  of  16016.32,   a  rise  of 327.20  points.   Nifty  ends  the  day  at 4782.90,   its  highest  level  since  May 30,   2008.

Sept.   8:   The  National  Mission  for Female  Literacy  christened  Saakshar  Bharat  Mission,   is  launched  by  the Prime  Minister  Manmohan  Singh  in New  Delhi.

Sept.   9:   The  Gujarat  High  Court stays  the  Ahmedabad  Metropolitan Magistrate  S. P.   Tamang’s  report  declaring  the  killing  of  Ishrat  Jehan and  three  others  a  ‘ fake’   encounter.

Sept.   11:   The  Allahabad  High Court  acquits  Moninder  Singh Pandher  at  whose  Noida  house  19 persons  were  killed  in  2006,   in  the Rimpa  Halder  murder  case.   Death confirmed  for  Surinder  Koli.

Sept.   15:   Sensex  rallies  to  a  15month  long  high  of  the  16454  by gaining  240  points  on  hectic  buying by  funds.

Sept.   20:   Top  Maoist  leader  Kobad  Gandhy  is  arrested  from  the  Bhikaji  Karma  locality  in  New  Delhi.

Sept.   23:   The  Polar  Satellite Launch  Vehicle  puts  in  orbit  India’s 960- kg  Oceansat- 2  and  six  foreign nano  satellites  after  blasting  off  from the  Satish  Dhawan  Space  Centre  in Sriharikota.

Sept.   24:   The  Chandrayaan- 1 probe  finds  traces  of  water  across  the surface  of  large  parts  of  moon.

Sept.   26:   Chhatradhar  Mahato, convener  of  the  Maoist- backed  Police  Santrash  Birodhi  Janasadharaner  Committee  is  arrested  by  police  at Birkar  village  near  Lalgarh  in  West Bengal’s  Paschim  Medinipur.

Sept.   28:   The  bodies  of  the  two rape- murder  victims  in  Shopian, Jammu  and  Kashmir  are  exhumed.

Rajinikant  starrer Sivaji bags  the Tamil  Nadu  Government’s  best  film award  for  2007  and  fetches  for  him the  best  actor  title.   Jyothika  gets  the best  actress  award  for  her  role  in 
Mozhi.  Kamal  Haasan’s Dasavatharam wins  the  best  film  award  for  the  year 2008  and  gets  him  the  best  actor honours.

Sept.   29:   The  Centre  decides  to withdraw  the  case  against  Italian businessman  Ottavio  Quattrocchi, an  accused  in  the  Rs.   64- crore  Bofors payoffs  case.

Sept.   30:   Veteran  playback  singer Manna  Dey  is  selected  for  the  2007 Dada  Saheb  Phalke  award.

More  than  32  persons  on  board  a boat  are  killed  after  it  capsizes  in  the Mullaiperiyar  dam  in  Kerala’s  Idukki  district.

The  International  Atomic  Energy Agency  Director  General  Mohamed ElBaradei  is  honoured  with  the  Indira  Gandhi  Prize  for  Peace  and  Disarmament  and  Development  2008, in  New  Delhi.

Sensex  surges  by  over  270  points to  close  above  the  17000- level  for  the first  time  in  more  than  16  months. Nifty  rallies  further  by  77.10  points to  5083.95.

OCTOBER

Oct.   2:   The  Union  Cabinet  renames  the  National  Rural  Employment  Guarantee  Act  after  Mahatma Gandhi  on  the  occasion  of  his  140th birth  anniversary.

Heavy  rains  lash  Karnataka  and the  pilgrim  centre  town  of  Mantralayam  lies  submerged.   The  Krishna and  its  tributaries  in  Andhra  Pradesh  reach  levels  not  seen  in  100 years  and  Kurnool  lies  under  neckdeep  water.

Oct.   3:   The  CBI  files  an  application  in  a  New  Delhi  trial  court  seeking  to  withdraw  prosecution  against Italian  businessman  Ottavio  Quattrocchi  in  the  Bofors  payoffs  case.

Oct.   5:   The  toll  in  the  rains  in Karnataka  goes  up  to  194  and  it  is  52 in  Andhra  Pradesh.   Fresh  flood threat  to  Krishna,   Guntur  districts as  10.5  lakh  cusecs  of  water  is  being released  from  the  Prakasam  Barrage in  Vijayawada  after  the  Krishna  river faces  the  heaviest  flood  in  more  than 106  years.

Dolphin  is  declared  the  national aquatic  animal  at  the  first  meeting  of the  National  Ganga  River  Basin  Authority  in  New  Delhi.

Oct.   6:   Maoists  behead  Jharkhand  police  inspector  Francis  Induwar  and  his  remains  are  found  near Raisha  Ghati  12  km  from  Ranchi.   He was  kidnapped  on  September  30 from  Hembrom  Bazaar  in  Khunti district.

Oct. 10:   The  Supreme  Court  collegium  puts  on  hold  the  elevation  of the  Chief  Justice  of  Karnataka  High Court  P. D.   Dinakaran  as  an  apex court  judge  following  an  adverse  report  sent  by  the  Tamil  Nadu Government.

Oct.   12:   The  Rajasthan  High

Court  stays  a  new  law  providing  for 19  per  cent  reservation  for  Gujjars and  the  newly- created  economically backward  class  in  the  State.

Oct.   13:   Over  65  percent  polling  is recorded  in  the  Assembly  elections in  Maharashtra,   Haryana  and  Arunachal  Pradesh.

Oct.   21:   The  President  Pratibha Patil  presents  the  Dadhasaheb Phalke  award  to  singer  Manna  Dey at  the  55th  National  Film  Awards 2007  ceremony  in  New  Delhi.

Prakash  Raj  gets  the  Best  Actor Award  for  his  role  in Kanchivaram and  Umashree  bags  the  Best  Actress Award  for  Kannada  film Gulabi Talkies.

Oct.   22:   The  Congress  sweeps  the polls  in  Arunachal  Pradesh  bagging 42  of  the  60  Assembly  seats  and  retains  power  for  a  second  consecutive term.   The  Congress- NCP  combine retains  power  in  Maharashtra.   Hung Assembly  in  Haryana.

The  Centre  gives  nod  to  a  proposal to  enhance  quota  for  women  in  urban  local  bodies  from  one- third  to  50 per  cent.

The  Union  Cabinet  approves  dissolution  of  Jharkhand  Assembly.

Oct.   23:   The  Election  Commission  announces  five- phase  polling for  the  Jharkhand  Assembly  from November  27  to  December  18.

Oct.   24:   Ashok  Chavan  and  Bhupinder  Singh  Hooda  to  continue  as Maharashtra  and  Haryana  Chief Ministers.

K.   Radhakrishnan  is  appointed the  ISRO  Chairman.

President  Pratibha  Patil  approves the  dissolution  of  the  Jharkhand  Assembly  with  effect  from  November  1.

Oct.   25:   Dorjee  Khandu  is  sworn in  Arunachal  Pradesh  Chief  Minister for  a  second  consecutive  term.

Bhupinder  Singh  Hooda  is  sworn in  Haryana  Chief  Minister  for  a  second  consecutive  term.

Oct.   26:   The  nationwide  swine  flu toll  touches  444.

Oct.   28:   The  Haryana  Chief  Minister  Bhupinder  Singh  Hooda  wins the  vote  of  confidence  on  the  floor  of the  House.

Oct.   29:   At  least  four  persons  are killed  and  150  injured  in  a  massive fire  at  the  Indian  Oil  Corporation’s fuel  depot  in  the  Sitapura  industrial area  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Rajasthan  capital  Jaipur.

Oct.   31:   K.   Radhakrishnan  takes over  as  ISRO  Chairman  from  G. Madhavan  Nair.

P. S. Veeraraghavan  takes  over  as Director,   Vikram  Sarabhai  Space Centre,   Thiruvananthapuram.

NOVEMBER

Nov.   7:   Ashok  Chavan  is  sworn  in Maharashtra  Chief  Minister  heading a  38- member  Council  of  Ministers. Chhagan  Bhujbal  takes  oath  as  Deputy  Chief  Minister.

Nov.   8:   The  fortnight- long  political  crisis  in  Karnataka  blows  over  as the  rival  camps  agree  to  bury  the hatchet.

Thirteen  persons,   including  five  of a  family  are  killed  as  heavy  rains  lash Nilgiris  district  triggering  massive landslips.

Nov.   9:   Pandemonium  in  the Maharashtra  Assembly  as  Maharashtra  Nav  Nirman  Sena  members attack  SP  MLA  Abu  Azmi  for  taking oath  in  Hindi.   Four  MNS  legislators suspended  for  four  years.

Coonoor  in  the  Nilgiris  district  records  363  mm  rain  in  24  hours.

Four  Haryana  Janhit  Congress MLAs  join  the  Congress.

Nov.   10:   The  BSP,   Trinamool Congress  and  the  Congress  emerge major  winners  in  the  by-elections.

The  rain  toll  in  the  Nilgiris  district touches  43  and  it  is  72  overall  in Tamil  Nadu.   In  a  massive  landslip near  Ketti  a  family  of  seven  is washed  away  along  with  their  house. The  area  receives  82  cm  rain  in  24 hours.

One  more  HJC  MLA  joins  the Congress  leaving  chief  Kuldeep Bishnoi  lone  party  legislator.

Nov.   11:   Cyclone  Phyan  kills  four persons  and  causes  massive  damage to  property  in  the  coastal  districts  of Maharashtra.

Najam  Sethi,   with  the  Golden Pen  Award  in  Hyderabad.

Lata  Mangeshkar President  Pratibha  Patil  waves after  flying  on  a  Sukhoi- 30MKI of  the  Indian  Air  Force  ( IAF)   at the  Lohegaon  Air  Force  base  in Pune.

Nov.   12:   N.   Ram,   Editor- in- Chief of The  Hindu is  chosen  for  the  2009 K. R.   Narayanan  Award.

Nov.   19:   Bangladesh  Prime  Minister  Sheikh  Hasina  is  chosen  for  the 2009  Indira  Gandhi  Prize  for  Peace, Disarmament  and  Development.

Nov.   20:   Sub- Lieutenants  Ambica Hooda  and  Seema  Rani  Sharma  create  history  by  becoming  the  first  two women  combatants  of  the  Navy  after being  awarded  the  ‘   wings’   at  a  passing- out  parade  in  Kochi.

Nov.   21:   The  former  Orissa  Chief Minister  J. B.   Patnaik  and  educationist  D. Y.   Patil  of  Maharashtra  are  appointed  Governors  of  Assam  and Tripura.

Nov.   23:   The  Centre  launches  the Jawaharlal  Nehru  National  Solar Mission.

Nov.   24:   The  government  tables the  Action  Taken  Report  along  with the  report  of  the  Liberhan  Commission  that  probed  the  Babri  Masjid demolition  in  Parliament Mumbai  gets  its  brand  new  antiterror  outfit,   Force  One,   with  the Passing  Out  Parade  of  the  first  batch of  216  commandos.

Nov.   25:   President  Pratibha  Patil becomes  the  first  woman  head  of State  to  fly  aboard  a  SU- 30  MKI fighter  plane,   after  takeoff  from  the IAF’s  Lohegaon  base  in  Pune.

Fortyfive  to  fifty  per  cent  polling  is recorded  in  the  first  phase  of  the Jharkhand  Assembly  elections.

Nov.   26:   Both  Houses  of  Parliament  salutes  the  “ indomitable”   spirit  of  Mumbai.

Nov.   29:   The  Telangana  Rashtra Samithi  president  K.   Chandrasekhar Rao  is  arrested  on  the  outskirts  of Karimnagar  ahead  of  his  proposed indefinite  hunger  strike  in  Siddipet demanding  a  separate  Telangana State.

Nov.   30:   . The  former  Jharkhand Chief  Minister,   Madhu  Koda  is  arrested  in  a  disproportionate  assets case  by  the  police  from  his  residence in  Chaibasa  in  Ranchi.

Srikumar  Banerjee  takes  over  as Chairman  of  the  Atomic  Energy Commission  and  Secretary,   Department  of  Atomic  Energy.

The  United  Liberation  Front  of Asom  chairman,   Arabinda  Rajkhowa is  caught  by  the  BSF  on  the  IndiaBangladesh  border  in  Meghalaya.

DECEMBER

Dec.   1:   Najam  Sethi,   the  former Editor- in- Chief  of  the Friday  Times and Daily  Times, Pakistan  is  presented  the  “ 2009  Golden  Pen  of Freedom”,   of  the  World  Association of  Newspapers  and  News  Publishers ( WAN- IFRA),   during  the  62nd World  Newspaper  Congress  and 16th  World  Editors’   Forum  inaugural  in  Hyderabad.

Dec.   2:   Sensex  hits  a  45- day  high    of  17,329  but  settles  at  17169.91.

The  second  phase  of  polling  in  14 Assembly  seats  in  Jharkhand  registers  a  54.3  percent  turnout.

Dec.   3:   The  Cabinet  clears  the National  Green  Tribunal  Bill.

The  Taiwanese  film I  Can’t  Live Without  You (No  Puedo  Vivir  Sin  Ti) directed  by  Leon  Dai  bags  the  prestigious  Golden  Peacock  at  the  40th IFFI.   French- South  Korean  filmmaker  Ounie  Lecombe’s A  Brand New  Life (Yeo  Haeng  Ja) is  awarded the  Silver  Peacock.

Sensex  touches  a  new  six- week high  of  17361.27  before  ending  the day  marginally  lower  at  17185.68.

Celebrated  playback  singer  Lata Mangeshkar  is  presented  France’s highest  civilian  award  Officer  of  the Legion  of  Honour,   in  Mumbai.

Dec.   4:   Senior  All  Parties  Hurriyat  Conference  leader  Fazal  Haq  Qureshi,   is  critically  injured  in  an assassination  attempt  in  Srinagar.

The  Supreme  Court  stays  Madras High  Court  orders  against  four  senior  police  officers  holding  them  responsible  for  police  excesses  during a  clash  involving  lawyers  on  the  High Court  premises  on  February  19.

Dec.   5:   United  Liberation  Front of  Asom  chairman  Arabinda  Rajkhowa  and  duputy  commander- inchief  Raju  Barua  are  produced  in court  in  Guwahati,   a  day  after  their arrest  on  the  India- Bangladesh  border  in  Meghalaya.

Dec.   9:   The  Centre  announces  the process  of  forming  the  state  of  Telangana  will  be  initiated  and  a  resolution  moved  in  the  Andhra  Pradesh Assembly.   The  TRS  chief  K.   Chandrasekhara  Rao  calls  off  his  11- day hunger  strike.

Dec.   10:   Hundred  MLAs  from  the Andhra  and  Rayalaseema  regions, cutting  across  political  lines,   resign en  masse,   outraged  by  the  Centre’s decision  on  Telangana.

The  Lok  Sabha  passes  the  Essential  Commodities  ( Amendment  and Validation)   Bill  2009  ( Sugarcane Pricing  Bill).

Dec.   12:   Violence  rocks  coastal Andhra,   Rayalaseema  regions. Bandh  hits  life  in  Vijayawada,   Vizakhapatnam.   Students  of  the  Sri Krishnadevaraya  University  go  on  a rampage  in  Anantapur  town.

Jharkhand  registers  a  58  per  cent turnout  in  the  fourth  phase  of  the Assembly  polls.

Dec.   14:   The  Andhra  Pradesh  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council  are adjourned  sine  die  nine  days  ahead of  schedule.

The  CBI  rules  out  rape,   murder  of two  women  in  Shopian  on  May  29 and  says  it  is  a  case  of  drowning  in Rambiara,   Nallah  near  Zawoora Bridge.

The  restructuring  of  the  Tamil Nadu  Electricity  Board  gets  under way  with  the  launch  of  the  Tamil Nadu  Transmission  Corporation ( Tantransco) Seventy- six  Rajya  Sabha  MPs  petition  the  Chairman  Hamid  Ansari seeking  the  removal  of  Karnataka High  Court  Chief  Justice  P.   D.   Dinakaran  on  corruption  charges.

Expelled  BJP  leader  Jaswant Singh  resigns  as  chairman  of  the Public  Accounts  Committee.

Dec.   16:   Sensex  snaps  three- day losing  streak  and  closes  at  16912.77.

Aruna  Ramachandra  Shanbaug,   in a  vegetative  state  for  the  past  36 years  in  a  Mumbai  hospital  after  an assault,   through  a  friend,   moves  the Supreme  Court  for  mercy  killing.

Dec.   17:   The  Praja  Rajyam  President  K.   Chiranjeevi  resigns  as  MLA; reverses  party  stand  on  Telangana and  announces  support  for  a  unified Andhra  Pradesh.

The  Supreme  Court  collegium  decides  to  drop  move  to  elevate  Karnataka  Chief  Justice  P.   D.   Dinakaran. Rajya  Sabha  Chairman  Hamid  Ansari  accepts  motion  against  the  CJ.

Rajya  Sabha  nod  for  renaming  the National  Rural  Employment  Guarantee  Act  Mahatma  Gandhi  National Rural  Employment  Guarantee  Act.

Dec.   18:   L.   K.   Advani  steps  down as  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in the  Lok  Sabha  and  becomes  Chairman  of  the  BJP’s  Parliamentary  Party.   Sushma  Swaraj  takes  his  place. Arun  Jaitley  renominated  Leader  of the  Opposition  in  the  Rajya  Sabha.

The  Madras  High  Court  upholds the  PDP  leader  Abdul  Nasir  Maudhany’s  acquittal  in  the  February  14, 1998  Coimbatore  serial  blasts  case.

The  Rajya  Sabha  post  facto  approves  SBI- State  Bank  of  Saurashtra merger.

Sensex  plunges  by  174  points  to close  at  16719.83  and  Nifty  ends  the day  at  4987.70.

Dec.   19:   Nitin  Gadkari  is  appointed  the  BJP  president.   Rajnath  Singh steps  down  after  his  three- year tenure.

The  Gujarat  Assembly  passes  the Gujarat  Local  Authorities  Laws ( Amendment),   2009  making  voting compulsory  in  elections  to  all  the local  bodies  in  the  State.

Dec.   21:   The  R. D.   Pradhan  Committee  probing  the  26/ 11  attacks  in Mumbai  indicts  former  Police  Commissioner  Hasan  Gafoor  for  his handling  of  the  “ war- like”   assault.

A.   R.   Rahman  is  presented  the CNN- IBN  Indian  of  the  Year  award by  Prime  Minister  Manmohan  Singh in  New  Delhi.   Lifetime  Achievement Award  goes  to  sitar  maestro  Pandit Ravi  Shankar.

Dec.   22:   India  and  Bhutan  sign four  MoUs  after  a  summit  with  the visiting  monarch.   New  Delhi  agrees to  fund  nearly  a  quarter  of  Thimphu’s  Tenth  Plan  outlay  of  Rs.   14, 800  crore.

Dec.   23:   Need  for  wide- ranging consultations  on  Telangana,   says Home  Minister,   P.   Chidambaram. TRS  chief  K.   Chandrasekhara  Rao quits  as  MP,   calls  for  bandh.

Fractured  verdict  throws  up  a hung  Assembly  in  Jharkhand.

Poets  dominate  2009  Sahitya  Akademi  Awards,   with  eight  of  their books  chosen  for  honours  in  24  categories  of  literature.

Dec.   24:   Sixty  MLAs  from  the  Telangana  resign  against  move  to  put statehood  demand  on  hold.   Parties form  a  Joint  Action  Committee. Bandh,   widespread  protests  hit  life in  the  region.   TDP  team  attacked  on Osmania  University  campus.

Right  of  Children  to  Free  and Compulsory  Education  Act,   2009  to be  amended  to  be  made  more disabled- friendly.

Sensex  rallies  by  130  points  to close  at  a  19- month  high  of  17361. Nifty  ends  at  5178.40

Dec.   26:   The  Andhra  Pradesh Governor  N. D.   Tiwari  resigns  in  the wake  of  TV  expose.

The  BJP  strikes  a  deal  with  the JMM  on  government  formation  in Jharkhand.

Dec.   28:   The  Chhattisgarh  Governor  E. S. L.   Narasimhan  takes  charge of  Andhra  Pradesh.

Dec.   29:   India,   Japan  finalise  plan to  further  security  cooperation.

Dec.   30:   Bandh  total  in  Hyderabad  and  nine  other  Telangana districts.

Shibu  Soren  sworn  in  Jharkhand Chief  Minister.

Lokmanya  Tilak  award  for The Hindu Editor- in- Chief  N.   Ram.

Dec.   31:   Twelve  Telangana  Ministers  withdraw  resignations.

The  CBI  gets  the  Delhi  Lt.   Governor’s  nod  to  prosecute  former  MP Sajjan  Kumar  in  a  1984  anti- Sikh riots  case.

Criminal  Procedure  Code  amendments  take  effect.

The  toll  in  the  bridge  collapse  ( on Dec.   24.)   in  Rajasthan’s  Kota  district goes  up  to  37.

Sensex  ends  year  at  17464.81  up 7817.50  points  from  the  year  ago level.
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