



2009 Current Affairs International - Obituary

	JANUARY


	1
	Helen Suzman (91), leading South African anti-apartheid activist at her home in Johannesburg.

	
	15
	Tapan Sinha (84), renowned film director remembered for classics such as Kabuliwala and Ek Doctor Ki Maut at a hospital in Kolkata after a prolonged illness.



	
	16
	John Mortimer (85), British lawyer and writer, creator of the curmudgeonly criminal lawyer 



	
	
	Horace Rumpole of the Bailey, at his home in the Chiltern Hills northwest of London.



	
	
	Andrew Wyeth (91), American artist at his home in Chadds Ford, Philadelphia.



	
	19
	E. Balanandan (84), veteran trade unionist and CPI(M) politbureau member at a Kochi hospital of cancer.



	
	20
	Bhogendra Jha (83), veteran communist leader and five-time MP from Madhubani, Bihar in New Delhi.



	
	27
	John Hoyer Updike (76), American author best known for his quartet of Rabbit novels at the Hospice of the North Shore in Danvers, Massachusetts, of lung cancer.



	
	31
	C. K. Nagesh (76) veteran Tamil comedian and character artist, in Chennai after a heart attack.



	FEBRUARY


	15
	S. M. Abul Majid (85) former Tamil Nadu Local Administration Minister who found a place in the K. Kamaraj ministry in Chennai.



	
	20
	Amita Malik (87), veteran broadcaster and film critic at a hospital in New Delhi after prolonged illness.



	MARCH


	22
	Jade Goody (27) maverick British TV reality star of cervical cancer, at her home in Upshire, Essex.



	
	28
	Janet Jagan (88) former Guyanese President, in Georgetown after suffering from an abdominal aneurysm.



	APRIL


	7
	Raja J. Chelliah (86), veteran economist and an authority on public finance at a private hospital in Chennai.



	
	9
	Shakti Samanta (83), noted Hindi filmmaker who gave such box office hits as Kati Patang,Amar Premand Aradhana at his residence in Mumbai after a brief illness.



	
	19
	Ahilya Rangnekar (87), inspirational Communist leader and founder-member of AIDWA at her home in Mumbai.



	
	21
	April 21: Major General (Retd.), V. C. Dubey (100), possibly the oldest surviving soldier who was part of the King's Commission for Indian Officers and India's first Military Attache in Pakistan, in New Delhi.



	
	
	Iqbal Bano (74), renowned India-born ghazal and classical singer in Lahore, Pakistan.



	
	
	Santha Rama Rau (86), Indian journalist whose work helped demystify the subcontinent for American readers, in Amenia, New York State.



	
	27
	Feroz Khan (69), actor of yesteryear of cancer at his farm house on the outskirts of Bangalore.



	MAY


	2
	K. Balaji (74), Tamil actor-producer who popularised the trend of remaking blockbuster movies in Chennai of multiple organ failure.



	
	3
	B. Rajam Iyer (86) scholar-musician in Chennai after a brief illness.



	
	5
	N. S. Murali (73), honorary secretary of the Voluntary Health Services, Chennai, while on a holiday in London.



	
	8
	Commander Anthony Brian Goord (97), who held key positions in the Royal Indian Navy and later aided the “Indianisation” of the service in 1947, in London.



	
	10
	Vimla Dang (83), renowned Left leader and a former Punjab MLA after a prolonged illness in Amritsar.



	
	11
	Admiral (Retd.) S. M. Nanda (94), the former Chief of the Naval Staff, who commanded the force successfully during the 1971 India-Pakistan war, in New Delhi after a brief illness.



	
	17
	Prakash Mehra (69), legendary Bollywood producer-director who gave Amitabh Bachchan his first success with Zanjeer at a Mumbai hospital. of pneumonia and multiple organ failure.



	
	18
	G. K. Sundaram (95) Chairman and Managing Director of Lakshmi Mills, in Coimbatore following a cardiac arrest.



	
	23
	Charles Donald Albury (88), co-pilot of the plane that dropped the 4,800 kg atom bomb on Nagasaki, Japan on August 9, 1945, in Orlando, Florida of congestive heart failure.



	
	27
	Clive W.J. Granger (74), Nobel Prize-winning economist, a native of England in San Diego, the U.S.



	
	31
	Kamala Das Suraiya (75), well-known Indian writer, in Pune. Her autobiography My Storyearned her both fame and notoriety



	
	
	Millivina Dean (97), the last remaining survivor of The Titanic, at a care home in England.



	JUNE


	1
	Mysore S. Rajaram (85), Carnatic musician and composer, who served as Director of Kalakshetra, Chennai, in Bangalore.



	
	2
	Palghat R. Raghu (81), mridangam maestro, of cardiac arrest in Chennai.



	
	8
	Habib Tanvir (85), noted playwright and theatre director at a hospital in Bhopal after a brief illness.



	
	12
	Lakshmi Krishnamurti (83), social activist, freedom-fighter and daughter of Congress leader S. Satyamurti, in Chennai after a brief illness.



	
	15
	Harbhajan Sohi (70), naxalite leader instrumental in the formation of the CPI (ML) in 1969 after the Naxalbari revolt, in Punjab.



	
	19
	Ustad Ali Akbar Khan (88), sarod maestro at his music centre in San Francisco, U.S. after a prolonged kidney ailment.



	
	20
	G. Ramaswamy (85), founder-chairman of Suguna group of industries in Coimbatore following a cardiac arrest.



	
	29
	V.I. Subramaniam (84), first Vice-Chancellor of Tamil University, Thanjavur in Thiruvananthapuram.



	
	
	Shingara Singh (113), the last known survivor of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Punjab on April 13, 1919, in Amritsar.



	JULY


	1
	Tyeb Mehta (84) ‘a painter's painter' at the Asian Heart Institute Hospital, in Mumbai.



	
	6
	Dona Caroline Rupasinghe Gunawardena (100), a leading light of the leftist movement in Ceylon and wife of S.C.C. Anthony Pillai in Kosogama near  Colombo.



	
	8
	Syed Abdullah Bukhari (87), the former Shahi Imam of the Jama Masjid at the AIIMS, New Delhi following a heart attack.



	
	11
	Ji Xianlin (98) Chinese Indologist known for accomplishments in the history of Indian Buddhism and comparative linguistics, in Beijing.



	
	13
	Nilu Phule (79) legendary Marathi stage and cinema actor at a hospital in Pune.



	
	16
	Damal Krishnaswamy Pattammal (90), one of the celebrated icons of Indian classical music at her residence in Chennai, following a brief illness.



	
	17
	Walter Cronkite (92), legendary news anchor who came to be called ‘the most trusted man' in America and the face of the “CBS Evening News” from 1962-1981, at his home in New York.



	
	21
	Gangubai Hangal (96), doyenne of Hindustani classical music and one of the foremost exponents of the Kirana Gharana at a Hubli hospital following cardiac arrest.



	
	28
	Leela Naidu (69), yesteryear Hindi film actor after a prolonged illness, in Mumbai.



	
	29
	Gayatri Devi (90), former Queen Mother of the erstwhile Jaipur State and founder of the Swatantra Party in Rajasthan in a private hospital in Jaipur after a brief illness.



	
	
	Rajan P. Dev (55), renowned Malayalam actor, at a private hospital in Kochi.



	AUGUST


	1
	Devendra Nath Dwivedi (74), a constitutional expert and Gujarat Governor-designate, of liver problems in New Delhi.



	
	
	Panakkad Syed Mohammedali Shihab Thangal (73), president of the Kerala unit of the IUML at a private hospital in Malappuram due to heart attack.



	
	3
	Subhas Chakraborty (67), senior CPI(M) leader and West Bengal's Minister for Transport, Sport and Youth Services at a private hospital in Kolkata.



	
	6
	Murali (55) Malayalam actor and Chairman of the Kerala Sangita Nataka Akademi at a private hospital in Thiruvananthapuram.



	
	11
	Eunice Kennedy Shriver (88) daughter of Joseph P. Kennedy, who spent her life championing the rights of people with mental disabilities at Cape Cod Hospital in Hyannis, Massachusetts. It was she who founded the Special Olympics in 1962.



	
	13
	Les Paul (94) music icon and legend who pioneered the development of the electric guitar in 1939, in New York battling pneumonia.



	
	14
	Joseph Stephen Kimani Nganga Maruge (89) of Kenya, who became the world's oldest primary school student in 2003 of stomach cancer at a home for the aged in Nairobi. 



	
	18
	Kim Dae-jung (85), former South Korean President (1998-2003) and Nobel Peace prize winner in 2000, in a Seoul hospital of respiratory distress, multiple organ failure.



	SEPTEMBER


	1
	Vice-Admiral (Retd.) G.M. Hiranandani (78), former Vice-Chief of Naval Staff and official historian of the Navy, of a heart attack at Malakkara near Chengannur in Kerala.



	
	2
	B. M. Bhatia (94), noted economist known for his work on famines in India, in New Delhi, after a brief illness.



	
	12
	Norman Borlaug (95), U.S. agriculture scientist and a central figure in the ‘green revolution' who got the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize for developing high yielding crops,  from cancer complications in Dallas, Texas.



	
	14
	Patrick Swayze (57), U.S. actor best known for his starring roles in hit films Dirty Dancing and Ghost after a long battle with pancreatic cancer at his Los Angeles home.



	
	16
	Thenkachi Ko Swaminathan (67), popular for his daily programme ‘Indru Oru Thagaval' on AIR after a brief illness in Chennai.



	
	22
	S. Varalakshmi (84), noted yesteryear actor and singer in Chennai after a brief illness.



	
	27
	William Safire (79), a Pulitzer Prize-winning political columnist for The New York Times at a hospice in Rockville, Maryland, of pancreatic cancer.



	OCTOBER


	8
	K. Balagopal (52), civil rights activist of a cardiac arrest at a hospital in Mehdipatnam, Hyderabad.



	
	10
	Stephen Gately (33), Boyzone singer in Majorca, Spain.



	
	14
	C. B. Muthamma (85), the nation's first woman career diplomat and first woman Ambassador in a Bangalore hospital.



	
	19
	Joseph Wiseman (91), who played the title character of Dr. No in the first James Bond film of ill health at his home in Manhattan.



	
	30
	Claude Levi Strauss (100), renowned French anthropologist, of cardiac arrest at his home in Paris. 



	NOVEMBER


	5
	Nov. 5: Prabhash Joshi (73), eminent Hindi journalist and founder editor of Jansatta following a heart attack in New Delhi.

Nov. 15: Jaiveer Agarwal (89), renowned ophthalmologist and founder of Dr. Agarwal's Group of Hospitals in Chennai.



	
	16
	Nov. 16: Parvathaneni Upendra (73), former Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting due to “multiple organ failure,” at a hospital in Hyderabad.



	
	20
	Nov. 20: B. Shankaranand (84), former Union Minister and seven-time Chikkodi MP at a private hospital in Belgaum. 



	DECEMBER


	1
	Dec. 1: S. K. Singh (77), Rajasthan Governor , after a prolonged illness, in New Delhi.



	
	3
	Richard Todd (90), actor, who re-enacted his wartime exploits in the 1962 film The Longest Day at his home in Lincolnshire in central England.



	
	6
	Bina Rai (78), the eternal Anarkali of Bollywood, of cardiac arrest in Mumbai.



	
	10
	Dilip Chitre (71),  poet and filmmaker at his Pune residence.



	
	13
	Paul Anthony Samuelson (94), one of the leading economists of the 20th century, at his home in Belmont, Massachussetts. 



	
	
	T. S. Satyan (85), renowned photojournalist of brain haemorrhage at a hospital in Bangalore. 



	
	
	Mira Sinha Bhattacharjea (79), one of the world's leading scholars of China in New Delhi after a brief illness. 



	
	17
	Jennifer Jones (90), who won an Oscar for her role in the 1943 movie The Song of Bernadette, at her home in Malibu near Los Angeles.



	
	19
	Kim Peek (58), the inspiration for the autistic character Raymond Babbitt in the 1988 film Rain Man of heart attack in his home town of Salt Lake City, Utah.



	
	20
	Brittany Murphy (32), Hollywood actor  at her home in Los Angeles after a cardiac arrest.



	
	26
	Yves Rocher (79) founder of the beauty brand that carried his name in Paris.



	
	28
	Ravi Mohan (52), RIL Executive Director of cardiac arrest in Mumbai. 



	
	30
	Vishnuvardhan (59), Kannada actor of cardiac arrest in Mysore. 
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